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_________________________________________________________________________________ 
All information listed can be found at the City of Lawrence website: www.lawrenceks.org/pds  
The Neighborhood Update is produced for LAN during the first week of every month to keep members updated on neighborhood 
oriented issues via communication directly from the City of Lawrence.  For any additional information regarding CDBG information, 
please contact Danelle Dresslar by phone at 785-832-3108 or email ddresslar@lawrenceks.org  or  for any other information contact 
Becky Pepper by phone at 785-832-3153 or email bpepper@lawrenceks.org.   Comments are always welcome. 

                                                                                                                    

 
Neighborhood Update for LAN 

August 18, 2020 
 

August Planning Commission Participation Procedures 
The meeting will be broadcast at www.lawrenceks.org/live and on public access cable Channel 
25. 

  

Due to federal, state, and local guidelines regarding social distancing and crowd size in 
response to the COVID-19 pandemic, public meetings and public comment during public 
meetings will require modification. These modifications will be in place until further notice. 

  

Individuals wishing to provide general public comment or public comment on an agenda item 
are strongly encouraged to make such comment in writing. Written comments should be 
submitted to planning@lawrenceks.org no later than 10:00 a.m. on Monday, August 24, 
2020.  Public comments will be posted with agenda materials in advance of the meeting. 
Comments received after the deadline will not be posted and there is no guarantee that such 
comments will be considered. 

  

While written public comment is strongly encouraged, live public comment will be accepted via 
web conference (requiring internet connection) or telephone. Those wishing to provide live 
public comment must register with the Planning & Development Services office by 10:00 a.m. 
on Monday, August 24, 2020 by emailing planning@lawrenceks.org or calling 785-832-3159. 
Individuals will be required to submit their name, email address, telephone number and the 
agenda item they wish to speak to. Those registering in advance will be provided instructions 
on how to connect with the live meeting. 

  

The City is sensitive to members of the public who may not have access to technology. For 
those persons, written comments may be dropped in the Utility Billing Drop Box, located at the 
cut-out at 6th Street and New Hampshire Street. Comments should be marked for the Planning 
Commission. Additionally, the City will provide a method at City Hall for individuals without 
access to technology options to observe or participate in the meeting.  In-person comments 
will be reserved for those without access to technology options.  Mask/cloth face 
coverings should be worn inside City Hall. 

 
August 24th and 26th Planning Commission Items 
The Planning Commission will consider the following public hearing and non hearing items at 
their Monday, August 24th, 2020 meeting: 
 
1. Consider approving a Preliminary Plat, PP-20-00142, for Stratford Tank Addition, located at 

1225 Sunset Drive, and associated variance for the reduction of right-of-way width for 
Stratford Drive from 60 feet to 50 feet. Submitted by the City of Lawrence, property owner 
of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-664 - Pdf 

http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds
mailto:ddresslar@lawrenceks.org
mailto:bpepper@lawrenceks.org
https://lawrenceks.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ca5a42664e87643b2b54d343&amp;id=6c6a5bae9c&amp;e=62845b769a
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/42042
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/42042
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/41358/Consider%20approving%20a%20Preliminary%20Plat,%20PP-20-00.pdf?handle=BD53BBEE409E4FC58B7C121DB5B2C2A5
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2. Consider approving a Special Use Permit, SUP-20-00113, for the Stratford Water Tower for 
the construction of a new approximately 140 foot tall, water tank and the demolition of the 
existing water tank. Development also includes space for relocated telecommunication 
equipment and antennas mounted to the structure, located at 1225 Sunset Drive. Submitted 
by the City of Lawrence, property owner of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-532 - Pdf 
 

3. Consider approving a request to rezone, Z-20-00185, approximately 0.86 acres from IBP 
(Industrial Business Park) District and RS7 (Single-Dwelling Residential) District to OS (Open 
Space) District, located near 1209 Research Park Drive. Initiated by Planning Commission on 
May 27, 2020. 

Agenda Item Report 20-663 - Pdf 

 

4. Consider approving a text amendment TA-20-00003, to the City of Lawrence Code, Chapter 
20, regarding the platting requirements in the City of Lawrence. Initiated by Planning City 
Commission on January 22, 2020. 

Agenda Item Report 20-476 - Pdf 

 

The Planning Commission will consider the following public hearing and non hearing items at 
their Wednesday, August 26th, 2020 meeting: 
 
1. Consider approving a request to rezone, Z-20-00211, approximately 1.02 acres from PCD 

(Planned Commercial Development) District to CN2 (Neighborhood Commercial Center) 
District, located at 3530 W. 22nd Street. Submitted by Landplan Engineering on behalf of 
Consolidated Properties Inc. of Lawrence/Sigler Hubbell LLC, property owner of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-658 - Pdf 
 

2. Consider approving a variance from frontage standards provided in Section 20-810 of the 
Subdivision Regulations, associated with a Minor Subdivision, MS-20-00246, for Home Sweet 
Home Dog Resort Addition No. 1, located at 1837 Wakarusa Drive. Submitted by Bartlett & 
West, for The Pet Campus, LLC, property owner of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-659 - Pdf 
 

3. Consider approving a variance from Section 11-111(b)(2) of the Subdivision Regulations 
requiring roads in the urban growth area to be built to city standards. The variance is 
associated with Preliminary Plat, PP-20-00166, Kanwaka Prairie Estates Subdivision located 
in northwest corner of N. 1500 and E. 800 Roads. Submitted by Mary Wakeman, Trustee, 
property owner of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-565 - Pdf 
 

4. Consider approving an amended conditional use permit, CUP-20-00214, for Ancillary 
Agricultural Retail Sales, Pine Landscape Center, at 1783 E. 1500 Road to allow the 
customer service area to be relocated to the west side of E. 1500 Road. Submitted by Pine 
Landscape Center, LLC, on behalf of Pine Family Investments LC, property owner of record. 

Agenda Item Report 20-662 - Pdf 
 

https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/38123/Consider%20approving%20a%20Special%20Use%20Permit,%20SUP-20.pdf?handle=029099E62AF14B909380CB2D4AEC071F
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/41344/Consider%20approving%20a%20request%20to%20rezone,%20Z-20-00.pdf?handle=F54555FD05694B2CB5BC7C1D94618C5F
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/36283/Consider%20approving%20a%20text%20amendment%20TA-20-00003.pdf?handle=771814F016EE48B69E993A38A1A2FE2F
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/41276/Consider%20approving%20a%20request%20to%20rezone,%20Z-20-00.pdf?handle=F3D1AFFD71A446B4B195B8956AF0B604
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/41429/Consider%20approving%20a%20variance%20from%20frontage%20sta.pdf?handle=443B0CF6BCC34142BB5937D3D4F8B673
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/40762/Consider%20approving%20a%20variance%20from%20Section%2011-1.pdf?handle=0A3DE311344841D09F2B8247EADB692A
https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/41339/Consider%20approving%20an%20amended%20conditional%20use%20p.pdf?handle=908833D034B042A5B1B70A4AFA01743E
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5. Consider initiation of rezoning for Lone Star Lake properties located near or along Lone Star 
Lake from the current AG-2 (Transitional Agriculture) District to the LS (Lone Star Lake Lot 
Residential) District. These developed properties are too small to meet the dimensional 
standards of the current zoning. The dimensional and use standards in the LS District were 
designed to meet the unique circumstances of these small lots. 

Agenda Item Report 20-648 - Pdf 
 

6. *DEFERRED** 

Consider approving a Preliminary Plat, PP-20-00210, located at 1621 W 9th St. Submitted by 
CFS Engineers on behalf of the University of Kansas, property owner of record. 
 

7. **DEFERRED** 

Consider a Special Use Permit, SUP-20-00216, to allow Fast Order Food, Drive-in use, 
located at 4300 W 24th Pl. Submitted by Paul Werner Architects on behalf of RPI LLC, 
property owner of record. 

 

Update Neighborhood Association Information on City Website 
Please visit the city website at https://lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhoodcontacts/ and check 
that your neighborhood association contact information is up-to-date. This contact information 
is used to notify neighborhoods about pending planning proposals. If the contact information 
needs updating, please fill out the Neighborhood Registration Form at 
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhood_registration/. If you have any questions, please 
contact Denny Ewert at dewert@lawrenceks.org or 785-832-3159.  
 

City Resources 
 Rental Licensing Program 
The City has developed a website devoted to the Rental Licensing Program, which can be 
viewed at www.lawrenceks.org/pds/rental-licensing or www.lawrenceks.org/rent.  The website 
contains information such as a Program Handbook, the adopting ordinance, inspection forms 
and guidance, licensing process and inspection brochures, a tenant information brochure, 
diagrams of program processes and FAQs for both owners and tenants.  The website also 
features monthly and annual program reports that have been provided to the City Commission.  
New or updated information is frequently being added to the website. Please contact the City 
with any questions at (785) 832-3345 or by email at rentallicensing@lawrenceks.org. 
 
 
 Interactive Rental Licensing Map  
The Planning and Development Services Department has published a Residential Rental License 
Interactive Map for citizens, prospective renters and landlords to access.  The map can found 
at:  http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/rental-licensing/map. The map identifies all rental dwelling 
units that are licensed and in good standing with the rental licensing and inspection program 
requirements.  The map is intended to provide consumers information about units that comply 
with the city’s rental program as well as help landlords market their code-compliant properties.  
The map is linked to the department’s home page.  Citizens can click on the blue map dot of a 
rental property and view the landlord name, zoning district, the number of units licensed and 
the apartment complex name, if applicable.  Staff believes the map will be a valuable resource 
for tenants, landlords and the general public as the program continues to license properties 
through 2015 and beyond. 

https://lawrenceks.civicweb.net/document/40955/Consider%20initiation%20of%20rezoning%20for%20Lone%20Star%20L.pdf?handle=F3271830EE9B48B784ADFDDAE5502D5C
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhoodcontacts/
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhood_registration/
mailto:dewert@lawrenceks.org
mailto:rentallicensing@lawrenceks.org
http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/rental-licensing/map
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 Find Active Building Permits on City Website Interactive Map 
In May 2014, Planning & Development Services launched a new Building Permits interactive 
map that shows locations and provides basic information about active City of Lawrence building 
permits (for both non-residential and residential new construction and addition projects, and for 
non-residential remodeling or change of use projects).  Zoom in on the map to see building 
permits that have been recently issued in or around your neighborhood.   Find the map on the 
City’s website at http://lawrenceks.org/city_maps or http://lawrenceks.org/pds/building-
permits/map. 
 

 Project Submittals 
Planning project submittals can now be accessed on the Planning Division’s website through the 
following address: https://lawrenceks.org/pds/submittals/. The list is updated every Monday 
and also includes a link to an interactive map that shows the locations of the projects.  
 

 City of Lawrence Subscription Services 
How can I stay involved with the latest City of Lawrence Notifications?   
Interested citizens can sign up to receive notification updates for various City services, events, 
and information, including advisory board information for the City Commission, Planning 
Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, Historic Resources Commission, Community Commission 
on Homelessness (CCH) and the Community Development Advisory Committee (CDAC), as well 
as City News, Public Meeting Notices, Recreation Announcements, and Neighborhood news.  All 
these subscriptions can be found at http://www.lawrenceks.org/subscriptions.   
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://lawrenceks.org/city_maps
http://lawrenceks.org/pds/building-permits/map
http://lawrenceks.org/pds/building-permits/map
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/submittals/
http://www.lawrenceks.org/subscriptions


 

5 
 

Memorandum 
City of Lawrence  
Planning & Development Services 
 
TO: Craig S. Owens, City Manager 

Diane Stoddard, Assistant City Manager 
 

FROM: Brandon Thorngate, Planning and Development Analyst 
 

CC: Jeff Crick, Director – Planning and Development Services 
Amy Miller, Assistant Director - Planning and Development Services 
 

Date: August 19, 2020 
 

RE: Monthly PDS Project Update 
 

 
The following provides an update on several city of Lawrence projects in process in the Planning 
and Development Services Department. 
 
Planning Division 
 
Notable Development Projects in the Planning Phase 
The following list details notable and large development projects that have filed applications 
with the Planning Division. A complete list of planning submittals can be viewed at 
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/submittals/.  

 

 Gym & Coffee Shop (714 Vermont Street) 
 North Lawrence Riverfront Project (Northwest corner Kansas River & N 2nd Street) 
 Delaware Live/Work mixed-use development (716 E 9th Street) 
 Penn Street Lofts mixed-use development (800 Pennsylvania Street) 
 Dunco Heating & Air (2000 Delaware Street) 
 Commercial Office and Warehouse (2450 Fairfield Street) 

 Airport Hanger Addition (1910 Airport Road) 
 Extended Care Facility (1701 Research Park Drive) 
 Oldfather Studio rezoning(1621 W. 9th Street) 
 KTen Crossing (3500 Iowa St.) 
 Stratford Water Tower replacement (1225 Sunset Drive) 
 Cedar Grove Duplex rezoning 
 US Engineering (2800 Venture Park Drive) 
 Tenants to Homeowners, Special Use Permit (1445 Prairie Avenue) 
 Casey's General Store, Special Use Permit (6300 Bob Billings Parkway) 
 Douglas County Treatment and Recovery Campus (1000 W 2nd Street) 
 Lawrence Community Shelter Village Dwelling Units (3655 E 25th Street) 
 Fast order food with drive-through (4300 W 24th Place) 
 Two-level parking garage at Kappa Kappa Gamma (1 Gower Place) 

https://lawrenceks.org/pds/submittals/
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Accessory Dwelling Units in RS5 Text Amendment 
This text amendment would expand the existing Accessory Dwelling Unit code to the RS5 
zoning district, which is identified in Plan 2040 and the Affordable Housing Advisory Board’s 
Housing Toolkit for consideration.  Accessory Dwelling Units are by definition subordinate to the 
principal owner-occupied dwelling and smaller than the primary residence.  The code permits 
one additional occupant above that allowed in the RS zoning district, to reside on the property. 
The RS districts limit occupancy to no more than three unrelated people, so to have an 
Accessory Dwelling Unit means that no more than four unrelated people may reside on the 
property in total. Currently, the Land Development Code permits Accessory Dwelling Units in 
the RS7, RS10, RS20, and RS40 zoning districts when the owner occupies the property.  The 
Affordable Housing Advisory Board and Planning Commission will consider the amendment prior 
to the City Commission’s consideration.  Sandy Day is the staff contact. 
 
Community Development Division 
 
CDBG and ESG CARES Act Funding 
 
On March 27, 2020 the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act (H.R. 748) 
was signed into law.  As part of this package, the US Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) was allocated up to $5 billion in supplemental Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) funds and the Emergency Solutions Grant (ESG) was allocated up to $4 
Billion in supplemental funding. 
 
Of the $5 billion, $2 billion was allocated to the CDBG program for formula allocation 
Entitlement Communities.  Lawrence is an entitlement community, and therefore received a 
formula allocation of $446,184.  The City of Lawrence is not an Entitlement Community for the 
ESG program and applies annually to the State of Kansas for these funds.  Of the $4 billion 
allocated to the ESG program, the State of Kansas (Kansas Housing Resources Corporation) was 
allocated approximately $5.7 million for which the City of Lawrence will be eligible to apply. 
 

According to H.R. 748, the CDBG funds shall be spent “to prevent, prepare for, and respond to 
coronavirus”.  Similarly for ESG, H.R. 748 states the funds can be used “to prevent, prepare for, 
and respond to coronavirus, among individuals and families who are homeless or receiving 
homeless assistance and to support additional homeless assistance and homelessness 
prevention activities to mitigate the impacts created by coronavirus under the Emergency 
Solutions Grants program”.   
 
Lawrence/Douglas County Focus for CDBG-CV and ESG-CV Funds 
 
Based City of Lawrence Resolution No. 7319, a portion or all of the CDBG-CV funds under the 
CARES Act will be prioritized for response to the pandemic as needed.  The Unified Command 
has identified and prioritized needs and objectives to respond to the pandemic locally.  City staff 
has worked with the priority list, and keeping in mind funding sources and activity eligibility, has 
advised the parties involved in the Unified Command of funding options. 
 
The City Commission adopted the Lawrence CDBG-CV Substantial Amendment to the 2019 
Annual Action Plan at their June 2, 2020 meeting. The CDBG-CV Substantial Amendment has 

https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/planning/plan-2040/Plan-2040.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/boards/ahab/documents/Lawrence%20Housing%20Toolkit%20-%202019-02-11.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/boards/ahab/documents/Lawrence%20Housing%20Toolkit%20-%202019-02-11.pdf
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been submitted to HUD for consideration of a capital improvement project at the Lawrence 
Community Shelter to implement “Healthy Shelter” practices in relation to disease prevention 
and response.  This project has been approved by HUD and City staff will be working with 
County staff and LCS staff to finalize the timeline and begin moving forward with construction. 
 
The ESG application was submitted to the State of Kansas on July 7, 2020.  The City was 
originally allocated $235,000 from the State and had the ability to apply for additional funding.  
The submitted application was for $714,000 and contained projects in the categories of Rapid 
Rehousing, Homeless Prevention, and homeless shelter operations. Staff is awaiting an 
allocation decision from the State.  City staff worked with the Lawrence/Douglas County Unified 
Command to identify projects for consideration.  An announcement regarding the ESG allocation 
decisions should be released by mid-August. 
 
2020 CDBG and HOME Program Year   
 
The 2020 CDBG and HOME allocation recommendations were finalized by the City Commission 
on June 16, 2020. The 2020 Annual Action Plan and the funding allocations can be found 
here.   An amended Citizen Participation Plan and CDBG/HOME Procedures outlining the new 
processes were adopted/received by the City Commission on December 10, 2019.  HUD 
approved the City’s plan on August 6, 2020, and CDD staff will soon begin creation of the sub-
recipient agreements. 
 
Staff will be evaluating the allocation process this fall and will be returning to the City 
Commission in November to discuss the process and next steps.  Staff will reach out to 
neighborhoods and service provider for input on the process and ideas for moving forward. 
 
The Citizen Participation Plan and CDBG/HOME Allocation and Recommendation Procedures can 
be found on the Planning and Development website. 
 
Danelle Walters is the staff contact. 
 
Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) 
    
Lawrence Citywide Safe Routes to School Plan  
The MPO is working with the City of Lawrence, USD 497, Lawrence-Douglas County Public 
Health, and the Lawrence-Douglas County Sustainability Office to write a Lawrence Citywide 
Safe Routes to School Plan. Originally scheduled to be discussed in April, the presentation of a 
draft plan and consideration for approvals is on hold until the current public health emergency 
passes.  
 
Visit https://lawrenceks.org/safe-routes to find more information.  
  
 
 
Federal Fiscal Year 2021 (FFY21) Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
The Transportation Improvement Program is a listing of all transportation projects with federal 
and state funding and regionally significant locally funded projects that are budgeted by local 

https://lawrenceks.us13.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7ca5a42664e87643b2b54d343&id=4b27cec83e&e=20d5bd0ef3
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/devservices/cdd/pds-cdd-citizen-participation-plan-2019.pdf
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/devservices/cdd/pds-cdd-grant-allocation-procedures-2019.pdf
https://lawrenceks.org/pds/
https://lawrenceks.org/safe-routes
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governments.  A TIP is developed every two years, and amended quarterly. There are public 
comment opportunities during the development and amendment to the TIP.  
 
The FFY21 TIP will be available for public comment August 26 – September 25 and will come 
before the MPO Policy Board for approval on October 15.  The  FFY21 TIP will be posted online 
at: https://lawrenceks.org/mpo/tip/ during the public comment period. 
 
Jessica Mortinger is the staff contact. 
 
Code Enforcement Division 
 
Short-Term Rental Uses 
At their July 2, 2019 meeting, the City Commission initiated a text amendment, TA-19-00354, to 
revise the short-term rental program by establishing a common license process for all short-
term rentals allowing them by-right in all zoning districts, amending the licensing program to 
require annual notice to neighbors at the time of license renewal, creating a process by which 
owners within a certain distance can object to the license being requested, strengthening the 
probation/revocation process of a license, and exploring the placement of a limit on the number 
of short term rental units that an individual can own.  The Planning Commission reviewed the 
proposed text amendment to the Land Development Code at their October 23, 2019 meeting 
and recommended it to the City Commission.   
 
This item was considered by the City Commission at their February 18, 2020 meeting, and is 
scheduled for consideration again at the August 18, 2020 meeting.  For questions, you may 
contact Brian Jimenez, Code Enforcement Manager at 785-832-3111 or at 
bjimenez@lawrenceks.org. You can find more information at https://lawrenceks.org/short-term-
rentals/. 
 
Building Safety Division 
 
The Building Safety Division has begun accommodating requests for Remote Virtual Inspections 
(RVI) in lieu of physical jobsite inspection visits for a limited number of inspection types. While 
originally a temporary measure, the Building Safety Division has now issued permanent 
Guidelines for Remote Virtual Inspections which detail what types of inspections can be 
conducted virtually and the procedure for scheduling and conducting these inspections. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://lawrenceks.org/mpo/tip/
mailto:bjimenez@lawrenceks.org
https://lawrenceks.org/short-term-rentals/
https://lawrenceks.org/short-term-rentals/
https://assets.lawrenceks.org/pds/devservices/bsd/rvi-guidelines.pdf

