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Item #1: December Planning Commission Items

All of the items scheduled for the December Planning Commission have been DEFERRED. The
December Planning Commission has been CANCELED.

Item #2: Comprehensive Plan
On August 31, 2015 the Horizon 2020 Steering Committee approved the Issue Action Report

which contains the Steering Committee’s findings regarding how to best strengthen the existing
plan and ensure that the document reflects the community’s vision, while also setting a foundation
for creating the inclusive and sustainable community we want Lawrence and Douglas County to
be in the future. The Issue Action Report presents 19 major issues to address, based on
community input and identified needs, and it outlines action steps to help address and resolve
these issues.

The Issue Action Report was presented to the Planning Commission on September 21, 2015 and
was unanimously approved. It was presented to the City Commission at their November 10, 2015
meeting and to the County Commission at their November 11, 2015 meeting and was
unanimously approved by both governing bodies. Using the Issue Action Report as a basis, staff



developed and presented a new draft comprehensive plan, along with a plan for obtaining public
input, to the Steering Committee at their July 31, 2017 meeting. The Steering Committee
reviewed the draft plan and directed staff to release the draft plan for a 60-day public comment
period, which Staff started in mid-August.

At their November 27, 2017 meeting, the Steering Committee reviewed the public comments and
directed staff to look at all of the comments received and modify the plan as appropriate. The
revised comprehensive plan will be brought back to the Steering Committee in the spring.

Information on this effort, including the draft plan and how to submit written comments, can be
found at https://lawrenceks.org/pds/comp-plan/. Jeff Crick is the Staff contact.

Item #3: Short Term Rental Uses

Short Term Rental Uses — On August 15, 2017, the City Commission directed staff to pursue
a framework to regulate properties being used as short-term rentals. Staff has developed a public
participation program to solicit input prior to bringing forward a recommended ordinance.

To start the public participation program, a public meeting was held on September 26, 2017 to
outline the process/next steps and answer questions. Approximately 30 to 40 community
members and stakeholders attended and received an FAQ sheet related to the short-term rental
use.

The item was part of the November 14, 2017 City Commission work session and will go back to
the City Commission in late January.

Danielle Buschkoetter is the staff contact.

City Resources

e Rental Licensing Program

The City has developed a website devoted to the Rental Licensing Program, which can be viewed
at www.lawrenceks.org/pds/rental-licensing or www.lawrenceks.org/rent. The website contains
information such as a Program Handbook, the adopting ordinance, inspection forms and
guidance, licensing process and inspection brochures, a tenant information brochure, diagrams
of program processes and FAQs for both owners and tenants. The website also features monthly
and annual program reports that have been provided to the City Commission. New or updated
information is frequently being added to the website.

Please contact the City with any questions at (785) 832-3345 or by email at
rentallicensing@lawrenceks.org.

e Interactive Rental Licensing Map

The Planning and Development Services Department has published a Residential Rental License
Interactive Map for citizens, prospective renters and landlords to access. The map can found at:
http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/rental-licensing/map. The map identifies all rental dwelling units
that are licensed and in good standing with the rental licensing and inspection program
requirements. The map is intended to provide consumers information about units that comply
with the city’s rental program as well as help landlords market their code-compliant properties.
The map is linked to the department’s home page. Citizens can click on the blue map dot of a
rental property and view the landlord name, zoning district, the number of units licensed and the
apartment complex name, if applicable. Staff believes the map will be a valuable resource for
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tenants, landlords and the general public as the program continues to license properties through
2015 and beyond.

e Find Active Building Permits on City Website Interactive Map

In May 2014, Planning & Development Services launched a new Building Permits interactive map
that shows locations and provides basic information about active City of Lawrence building
permits (for both non-residential and residential new construction and addition projects, and for
non-residential remodeling or change of use projects). Zoom in on the map to see building
permits that have been recently issued in or around your neighborhood. Find the map on the
City's website at http://lawrenceks.org/city maps or http://lawrenceks.org/pds/building-

permits/map.

e Project Submittals

Planning project submittals can now be accessed on the Planning Division’s website through the
following address: http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/submittals. The list is updated every Monday
and also includes a link to an interactive map that shows the locations of the projects.

o City of Lawrence Subscription Services

How can I stay involved with the latest Gity of Lawrence Notifications?

Interested citizens can sign up to receive notification updates for various City services, events,
and information, including advisory board information for the City Commission, Planning
Commission, Board of Zoning Appeals, Historic Resources Commission, Community Commission
on Homelessness (CCH) and the Community Development Advisory Committee (CDAC), as well
as City News, Public Meeting Notices, Recreation Announcements, and Neighborhood news. All
these subscriptions can be found at http://www.lawrenceks.org/subscriptions.

¢ Neighborhood Contact

Is your neighborhood a registered neighborhood? By registering your neighborhood group, you
are given notification regarding pending development applications received by the Planning
Department, giving your group the opportunity to comment on development projects that may

impact your neighborhood. Register your neighborhood at
http://lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhood_registration.  To find out if your neighborhood
information is current, see the neighborhood list at

http://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/neighborhoodcontacts.
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