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The public health charge
2

World Health Organization and
Dr. Karen DeSalvo, former Assistant Secretary U.S. DHHS



A newborn in Douglas County
can expect to live 79.8 years.3

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

http://www.falsaria.com/2014/10/pablo-y-la-vida-nacer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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Factors driving our personal health

PERCENTAGE

CONTRIBUTING TO

OVERALL HEALTH
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Factors driving our community’s health



Health Equity means…
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Interaction Institute for Social Change, Angus Maguire

A fair & just opportunity to be as healthy as possible.



Differing perspectives
7

Strength Problem

Our community has a fair 
criminal justice system

Baldwin City
Lecompton

> $75K income

< $5K income
Black/African American

People are free from the 
threat of violence

Baldwin City
Eudora

< $5K income

Other

People are treated fairly 
and without discrimination

Baldwin City
Eudora

Lecompton
Unincorporated DG

$5-15K income
Black/African American

Other

People do not experience 
hunger

Lecompton <$25K income
Black/African American

Healthy foods are 
available and affordable

Unincorporated DG Baldwin City
Latino



Legacy of racism and discrimination
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The Kenneth Spencer Research Library, University of Kansas Libraries
The Douglas County Historical Society, Watkins Museum of 
History



High School Graduation
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Poverty
10



Smoking during pregnancy
11
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Smoking

1.9:1
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COPD

2.9:1



Sexually Transmitted Diseases
14



Teen Birth
15



Low Birthweight
16
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Physical Activity

2.1:1
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Diabetes

2.8:1



A newborn in Douglas County
can expect to live 79.8 years.19

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND

BUT…

http://www.falsaria.com/2014/10/pablo-y-la-vida-nacer/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
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BUT…79.8 really means

75.4 76.5 85.0



Healthy Foods and Physical Activity

Poverty and Jobs

Behavioral Health

Affordable Housing

21

Our Community Health Plan

Discrimination 
and racism



A tool to track effort and progress
22

www.ldchealth.org/HealthierTogether
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