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March 16, 2017
Representative Steven Johnson
Chairman Johnson, House Taxation Committee
Room 346-S, Statehouse
Topeka, KS 66612

Re: Support of House Bill 2376
Dear Chairman Johnson and House Taxation Committee members,

The tax lid measures adopted during the 2015 legislative session and the revisions
adopted during the 2016 session limit local elected officials” ability to determine the
appropriate spending and taxing policies in their community. It restricts the City’s ability
to increase ad valorem property taxes more than the consumer price index, unless such
action was first approved by voters in a special election.

While the City of Lawrence urges the Legislature to remove the tax lid imposed on
municipalities, the City recognizes that House Bill 2376 appears to be a good
compromise absent complete repeal of the tax lid law.

The City of Lawrence joins the Kansas League of Municipalities and a host of other
communities in support of House Bill 2376 to change the provision from a special
election to a protest petition driven election. In cases where a protest petition was not
submitted, a mandated and costly special election could be avoided.

The City of Lawrence supports House Bill 2376 and encourages the House Taxation
Committee to support passage of this bill as currently written.

Sl Lol

omas M. Markus
City Manager

C: Lawrence Mayor and City Commission

- : -
X $ We are committed to providing excellent city services that enhance the quality of life for the Lawrence Community

%



