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Model Lesson Plan for Elementary School Students



Purpose:  To ensure consistency in the presentation of the fair housing requirements to elementary school students (5th and 6th grade students) across the nation.  This lesson plan is a model for use in fair housing informational sessions.  Each FHEO or fair housing instructor may choose to implement the plan in section or in its entirety so long as the plan meets the objective to educate the students on housing discrimination and the law that guarantees equal housing opportunities.  

Objective:  Students will explore the meaning of diversity, discrimination, equality, and civil rights (historical and contemporary) by demonstrating the relationship of these terms to unfair treatment in housing and how it relates to the federal Fair Housing Act.

Length of Presentation:  It is estimated that approximately one (1) hour would be needed for each informational session.

Methods of Presentation:  Methods include

A. Activity
B. Lecture 
C. Public Service Announcement
D. Open Discussion

Materials:	“Reconóczalo” Comic Book in Spanish/English
		Fair Housing Handout
Blue/Red Pens 
Franklin the Fair Housing Fox decals
Franklin Facts

I. Discrimination & Diversity Exercises:  These exercises will consist of placing students in groups to demonstrate how preferential treatment towards a particular group can be unfair and discriminatory.  Students will discuss the importance of diversity.

How does discrimination make me feel?
Exercise #1:  Ask everyone upon entering the room to select a pen either red or blue.  Ask all students with a red pen to stand on the left side of the room and those with a blue pen to stand on the right side of the room.   Randomly select which side of the room to begin a private conversation (for about 2 minutes) about their favorite television programs.  Ask those on the opposite side how that made them feel.

Exercise #2:  Read from a list of about five statements (depending on time constraints) about likes, dislikes, gender, race, and ethnicity.  With each statement ask students to whom the statement applies to walk to a particular corner of the room.  For two of the five statement-groups, tell them they will receive a reward, i.e. an extra hour of recess, based upon your preference.  Ask the students how the exercise made them feel. 

Suggested statements:

Note: These can vary depending on the class.  Make sure the statements reflect the class’ demography.   It is useful to have a statement or two that applies to no one in the room.  Have a playful mix of both serious and light statements.

If you are a girl, walk over here…
If you are a boy, walk over there…
If you wear glasses…
If you have blonde hair…
If you are Latino…
If you have a brother…
If you have a sister…
If you were born in a country other than the U.S….
If you live next door to a neighbor who has a family member who uses a wheelchair…
If you are Jewish…
If you like chocolate…

Discussion Questions for Exercises:

◊	How did you feel when I separated you into groups?
◊	What did you think when (name the group that got the reward) got the reward (i.e. hour of recess) 
	just because of the group they were in?

II. Lecture:  The instructor should give the history of the enactment of the federal Fair Housing Act and explain the relationship between the discrimination, diversity, and the federal Fair Housing Act.

Congress passed and President Lyndon Johnson signed the Fair Housing Act (Title VIII of the Civil Rights Act) on April 11, 1968 just 4 days after the assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  The passage of the Fair Housing Act honored Dr. King’s work for civil rights and also addressed the findings of the Kerner Commission which called for a national fair housing law. 

The Fair Housing Act, as amended in 1988, makes it against the law to treat people differently when trying to buy, rent, or sell a home because of their race, color, national origin (where they were born), religion, sex (whether they are a boy or girl),  if they have a family (also known as familial status) which includes children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal guardians, pregnant women, and people trying to get custody of children under the age of 18, and handicap (disability).

HUD’s Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity (FHEO) is responsible for enforcing the Fair Housing Act so that all Americans can live in the housing of their choice that they can afford.

III. Show the “Accent” public service announcement (PSA) and have an open discussion about the PSA by using the following questions:

A. Who was the man calling and what did he ask?
B. Why did the man use different accents?
C. Was he treated differently when he used different accents?  If so, why?

The instructor should use the Accents PSA as a building block to explain the significance of the federal Fair Housing Act and how it is unlawful to treat people differently when trying to buy, rent, or sell a home based upon the seven protected classes.  

The instructor should focus on the following concepts:

A. Explain how unfair treatment occurs in real-estate related transactions.
B. Explain how unfair treatment is a violation of the federal Fair Housing Ac.
C. Identify and explain what federal agency is responsible for the enforcement of the federal Fair Housing Act?
D. Explain the relationship of the following fair housing terms to the “Accent” PSA and the federal Fair Housing Act.

Fair Housing Terms:  Write the following words on the blackboard and discuss each term and its definition.
As defined in Merriam-Webster’s wordcentral.com

· Diversity (noun):  the condition of being different
· Discrimination (noun): the treating of some people better than others without any fair or proper reason
· Equality (noun): treating people the same 
· Fair housing (noun): the sale and rental of housing free of discriminatory practices or policies
· Segregation (noun): the separation or isolation of a race, class, or group

IV. Conclusion:  The instructor should conclude the informational session by conducting an overview and demonstrating how unfair treatment in housing is unlawful.

Instructors may wish to consider the following questions for discussion:
What does it mean to be fair?
I preferred the blue pens because blue is my favorite color.  Is it fair for me to treat the students with blue pens better than the students with red pens?
Is this a form of discrimination?
What fair housing term means treating people the same?
Is there a law that makes it mandatory to treat everyone the same when trying to rent, buy, or sell a home?
What is diversity?
How does your school benefit from having children of different backgrounds, religion, and cultures?  Why?
Do the neighborhoods you live in have diversity? Or would you say they are segregated?


NOTE:  The instructor should recommend the following readings and incorporate the fair housing mascot “Franklin the Fair Housing Fox” in the presentation.

Age appropriate readings:

· DOTS a Fair Housing Tale by Gary Ross and illustrated by Anwar Morse.
· The Watsons Go to Birmingham – 1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis
· Dreaming In Color Living In Black And White: Our Own Stories of Growing Up Black in America (Children of Conflict (Young Readers)) by Laurel Holliday
· Ribbons by Laurence Yep
· Oh, Freedom! (Paperback)by Casey King (Author), Linda Barrett Osborne (Author)
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