
Memorandum 
City of Lawrence 
Police Department 

 

To:  David L. Corliss, City Manager 
From: Tarik Khatib, Chief of Police 
Cc:  Diane Stoddard, Assistant City Manager 
  Cynthia Wagner, Assistant City Manager 
  Toni Wheeler, City Attorney 
Date:  February 3, 2014 
Re:  Lawrence Police 2013 TASER Report 

 
In 2013, the Lawrence Police Department responded to 121,599 calls for service and wrote 

15,759 investigative and 2,831 accident reports.  In the course of performing these duties, 

officers utilized an Electronic Control Device (commonly called Tasers) on ten occasions 

(2012 deployment was eleven occasions; 2011 deployment was seven occasions).  A brief 

overview of each of these ECD uses is attached to this memorandum.  All Lawrence Police 

ECD deployments are subject to a review process.  There were no uses outside of our 

stringent policy.  Additionally, between January 1 and December 31, 2013, we displayed 

Tasers 16 times without deploying the device.  The circumstances in these incidents meant 

that the presence of the ECD was enough to stop the potential for violence. 

 

The Lawrence Police Department adopted the Taser program in 2008.  The Department 

currently utilizes the TASER brand, model X26, and has an inventory of 40 units.  The 

Tasers are not individually assigned and are distributed to officers at the beginning of their 

shift.  Individual assignment would require having an inventory of approximately 151 Tasers.  

The X26 has a one-year manufacturer’s warranty and a life expectancy of five years. When 

the X26 was introduced the manufacturer phased out the M26 and the M26 is no longer 

available in the United States. The X26 is now the model that is the “older technology” than 

newer models provided by the same company.   Many of the Department’s originally 

purchased X26 Tasers are nearing the end of their intended life span.  Repairs costs of 

approximately $500.00 are approaching the $871.00 cost of a new Taser. 

 

Recently, the Department has learned that the X26 will no longer be produced and sold by 

TASER International after December 31, 2014.  Additionally, out of warranty Tasers will not 

be replaced after that date.  A plan to replace the current Tasers in 2014 should be given 

strong consideration.    

 
 
 
Attachment: Lawrence Police 2013 TASER Report 
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Memorandum 
City of Lawrence 
Police Department 

 

To:  Tarik Khatib, Chief of Police 
From: Rob Murry, Police Sergeant 
Date:  January 1st, 2014 
Re:  Lawrence Police 2013 TASER Report 

 
DISCUSSION 
 
Between January 1, 2013 and December 31 2013, ten members of the public received 
an exposure from a Taser during a criminal incident. The Taser was displayed 16 times 
during criminal incidents without being deployed and without anyone receiving an 
exposure. All Taser uses resulting in an exposure to a member of the public were upon 
individuals who were actively threatening or engaged in physical violence against 
another person or officer, or they were actively and physically resisting lawful arrests.  A 
brief synopsis of each event is included as an attachment. 
 
All the members of the public, who received a Taser exposure, were examined by 
medical health care professionals at a hospital after the Taser exposure.  
 
All Lawrence Police Taser deployments are subject to a review process. All Taser 
deployments involved a person who was involved in active assaultive behavior, or the 
threat there of.  Active assaultive behavior presents injury risks to the person and the 
officers who must accomplish their lawful objectives.  Lawrence Police Department 
Taser usage philosophy dictates that Taser usage is for the purpose of intervening in 
violent encounters where there is a threat of or actual “Inbound Violence” toward a 
person or any of the officers. This philosophy recognizes there are some instances of 
active resistance that may not necessitate a Taser deployment.  
 
In 2013 twelve officers received the initial user certification from a certified Taser 
instructor. Currently, every officer departmentally certified to carry a Taser has received 
a Taser exposure. 
 
In 2013 the department spent approximately $12003.25 on Tasers and related 
equipment. The breakdown is as follows: 
 
TASER Cartridges  $ 7,537.50 

Replacement Tasers  $ 968.00  

Digital Power Magazines $ 2,647.64 

Holsters   $ 830.11 

Freight    $ 20.00 

 

Total $12,003.25 
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INCIDENT SYNOPSES 
 
 

On 1/19/2013 off icers w ere dispatched to the 1300 block of West Campus Road. 

The call w as in reference to criminal damage in progress. An off icer located the 

individual curled up on the ground, behind a set of concrete steps. The off icer 

announced ‘‘Police.’’  The off icer asked the individual for his identif icat ion. The 

individual stated the identif icat ion w as in his w allet. The individual got  to his feet, 

started as if  going for his w allet, and then jumped onto the off icer. The individual 

w as ‘‘grow ling’’  and making statements. While being attacked the off icer 

brandished a Taser and w arned the individual of the intent to deploy it . As the 

off icer did so the off icer slipped off of  a step and the off icer and the individual fell 

backw ard. During this t ime the off icer deployed the Taser. One probe struck the 

individual and the other probe struck the of f icer. The deployment w as unsuccessful 

and the off icer continued to physically struggle w ith the individual. The off icer and 

a cit izen w ere able to get the individual into handcuffs.  

 

 

On 03/04/2013 off icers w ere dispatched to the 900 block of Iow a Street. The call 

w as in reference to a f ight. The off icer observed other off icers present and a large 

group w ith many members of the group yelling profanit ies. The off icer observed 

one individual from the group restraining another individual. The individual w ho w as 

being restrained w as yelling profanit ies at  off icers. The individual w ho w as being 

restrained also made reference to not caring if  he w as arrested and demanded to be 

let go so that he could ‘‘ f lex’’  on off icers. Through investigation it  w as determined 

the individual being restrained w as the suspect of a battery and that the individual 

had a w arrant commanding the arrest of the individual. The individual continued to 

convey a threat of violence tow ard the off icers and spat in the direct ion of off icers. 

The individual restraining the individual w as told to release the individual w ith the 

arrest w arrant. The individual w ith the arrest w arrant w as directed to place his 

hands behind his back. The individual charged at an off icer, as tw o other off icers 

attempted to restrain him, and the off icer being charged pushed the individual 

backw ard. The individual charged a second t ime and a fourth off icer displayed a 

Taser and announced the intent to deploy it . The off icers attempting to stop the 

individual let go of the individual and the off icer deployed it . The deployment w as 

part ially successful and the individual attempted to run. The off icer w ho deployed 

the Taser pursued, and the individual fell to the ground (from the effects of the 

deployment). The individual attempted to get back up and an off icer took him to 

the ground. The individual continued to resist and the deploying off icer 

administered a drive stun from the Taser to the individual. Off icers w ere able to 

take the individual into custody 

 

 

On 03/31/2013 off icers w ere dispatched to the 3700 block of  Franklin Park Circle. 

The call w as in reference to criminal trespassing. The off icers located the 
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individual. The individual informed the off icers that the individual w ould not leave. 

The individual then got into a lying posit ion on a couch. Off icers attempted to 

convince the individual to leave. The individual became argumentative and used 

profanity. The individual told the off icers to leave. Off icers told the individual that 

the individual no longer had the authority to remain and continuing to do so w ould 

result  in an arrest. The individual remained. Off icers informed the individual that the 

individual w as under arrest. An off icer reached for the w rist of  the individual. The 

individual pulled aw ay, and in the same motion stomp kicked the off icer in the 

forearm. The off icer got the individual from the couch and onto the ground. The 

individual continued to f lail and attempt to kick off icers. The off icer announced and 

deployed a Taser. The deployment did not result  in an incapacitat ion and the off icer 

administered a drive stun to do so. The deployment w as successful, but off icers 

w ere not able to get  the individual restrained prior to the end of the deployment. 

The individual immediately became combative again and the off icer conducted a 

second deployment (w ith init ial probes st ill attached) of the Taser. The deployment 

w as successful and the individual became compliant. The off icer manually ended 

the deployment prior to the end of the cycle and the individual w as taken into 

custody. 

 

 

On 04/02/2013 off icers responded to the 1700 block of  W. 23 rd Street. The call 

w as in reference to a business alarm that w as later determined to be a burglary in 

progress. An off icer observed an individual inside a closed business that had an 

act ivated alarm. The individual exited the business, crashing through the door, and 

knocking glass onto the ground. The of f icer pursued t he individual. The off icer 

caught the individual and pulled the individual from a privacy fence that the 

individual w as attempting to climb. The individual landed and again f led w ith the 

off icer giving pursuit . The individual again attempted to clear a fence and the 

off icer again pulled the individual dow n. This t ime the individual fell dow n to hands 

and the off icer gave verbal commands. The individual refused to comply and 

continued to get  up. The off icer sprayed the individual w ith O.C. in an attempt to 

stop the individual. The individual continued to get up and w hile doing so kicked 

the off icer in the knee. The off icer displayed the Taser and continued to give 

commands. The individual ignored the commands and advanced tow ard the off icer. 

The off icer deployed the Taser but both probes missed causing the deployment to 

be unsuccessful. The off icer continued to attempt to apprehend the individual and 

conduct a drive stun. The individual continued to resist, back aw ay, and push the 

off icer arm holding the Taser aw ay. Other off icers arrived on scene and the 

individual w as taken into custody through physical force.  

 

 

On 05/12/2013 off icers responded to the 2500 block of Redbud Lane. The call 

w as in reference to a disturbance w ithout w eapons. Off icers determined one of the 

involved individuals had an outstanding arrest w arrant. The individual w as yelling 
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and visibly upset. The individual instructed off icers not to touch the individual. An 

off icer reached out for the individual and the individual act ively pulled aw ay. An 

off icer w arned the individual if  they failed to comply they w ould be sprayed by 

O.C. spray. The individual then chest bumped the off icer and informed the off icer 

they w ould strike the off icer if  the off icer tried. The individual started tow ard the 

off icer again and sw ung an arm at the off icer. The off icer stepped back and 

deployed a Taser. The deployment w as successful and the individual w ent to the 

ground. Off icers attempted to place the individual into handcuffs. The individual 

act ively kicked at off icers and bit  an off icer. The individual w as taken into custody. 

The individual continued to be combative after being taken into custody and 

battered other individuals. 

 

 

On 07/23/2013 off icers responded to the 900 block of Mississippi Street. The call 

w as in reference to a possible criminal trespass in a business. Off icers investigated 

and determined the individual w as consuming alcohol inside a business w ithout 

permission. The individual exited the business and w aited w ith an off icer w hile 

another off icer prepared a citat ion for the offense. The off icer w ith the individual 

attempted to explain to the individual the process. The individual became 

belligerent and made reference to shooting the off icer. The of f icer attempted to 

clarify the statement and the individual again made reference to shooting the 

off icer. The off icer informed the individual that the individual w ould be searched for 

w eapons. When the off icer touched the individual the individual jumped backw ard 

and sw ung a punch at the off icer follow ed by a second punch. The off icer slipped 

the f irst punch, but the second punch struck the off icer. The of f icer that had been 

struck and a second off icer attempted to restrain the individual and the individual 

continued to physically resist and a third off icer deployed a Taser in the drive stun 

mode. The individual continued to f ight off icers. The off icer deployed a Taser a 

second t ime in the drive stun mode.  The deployment w as successful and the 

individual w as taken into custody. 

 

 

On 09/06/2013 off icers responded to the 600 block of Michigan Street. The call 

w as in reference to a physical f ight  in progress. Upon arrival an off icer w as advised 

the resident w as having dif f iculty removing an individual from the residence. As the 

off icer entered the residence the off icer observed an individual. The individual w as 

shirt less and sw eat ing profusely. The individual w as making unintelligible 

statements. The individual picked up a small dark glass pipe and told the off icer 

Methamphetamine had been smoked w ith the pipe. The off icer told the individual 

to give the off icer the pipe and to leave the residence. The individual held the pipe 

overhead and threatened to break the pipe. Tw o addit ional off icers arrived on 

scene. The individual w as again told to give the off icer the pipe and to leave the 

residence. The individual then started talking about documents he w as holding in 

the other hand. The individual then started eating pieces of the document. Off icers 
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confirmed the resident w anted the individual to leave. Off icers then instructed him 

to leave and one off icer attempted to escort the individual out  of the residence. 

The individual then shattered the pipe on the f loor and pulled aw ay from the 

off icer. The individual continued to physically resist and did not follow  verbal 

commands. The individual then pushed one off icer aw ay. An off icer displayed the 

Taser and sighted the laser on the individual. The individual continued to physically 

struggle w ith off icers. The off icer deployed the Taser after a malfunction w ith a 

cartridge. The deployment w as somew hat effect ive but  did not result  in 

incapacitat ion. The off icer follow ed up w ith a drive stun that w as minimally 

effect ive. The off icers w ere able to physically place the individual into handcuffs 

and the individual continued to struggle.  

 

 

On 10/07/2013 off icers responded to the 1700 block of W. 9 th Street. The call 

w as in reference to check w elfare. The off icer arrived on scene and the individual 

w as on the sidew alk picking at grass. The off icer asked the individual w hat the 

individual w as doing and the individual responded. The individual then stood up and 

w hile doing so the individual concealed the right hand behind the right thigh of the 

individual. The individual had the hand of the individual cupped and appeared to be 

concealing something. The off icer told the individual to show  the concealed hand. 

The individual refused to do so. The off icer drew  the duty f irearm of the off icer and 

pointed it  at the individual. The individual w as again ordered to show  the hand. The 

individual show ed the open hand and placed the concealed hand into a pocket. The 

individual told the of f icer the off icer w ould have to shoot because the individual 

w as not going to show  the concealed hand. The individual then turned concealing 

the entire right side of the individual. The off icer transit ioned from the f irearm to 

the Taser and deployed it . The deployment w as successful and the individual w as 

taken into custody.  

 

 

On 11/16/2013 off icers responded to the 1000 block of Home Circle. The call w as 

in reference to a naked individual damaging a door and entering into a residence 

that the individual did not have authority to enter. The f irst off icer arrived on scene 

and contacted the individual. The off icer displayed a department approved f irearm 

and ordered the individual to the ground. The individual init ially w ent to the ground. 

Once on the ground the individual started yelling and attempted to return to a 

standing posit ion. A second off icer arrived on scene and had a Taser displayed. The 

individual spat at of f icers and returned to a standing posit ion after numerous 

commands to stay on the ground. The individual sw ung his arms in the direct ion of 

the off icers and started approaching the second off icer. The second off icer 

continued to give commands and attempted to retreat from the attack of the 

individual. The second off icer deployed the Taser. The deployment w as successful 

in stopping the attack and the individual w ent to the ground. The f irst off icer and a 

third off icer w ere then able to place the individual into handcuffs.  
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On12/24/2013 off icers responded to the 1300 block of N. 3 rd Street. The call w as 

in reference to a disturbance w ith w eapons. The f irst off icer on scene stopped and 

approached an individual believed to be the aggressor in t he incident. The individual 

had one hand in a pocket and yelled at  the off icer to stay back, and that the 

individual w as leaving. The off icer ordered the individual to remove the hand from 

the pocket and the individual did so. The individual continued to yell at  the off icer 

and made reference to leaving. The of f icer informed the individual that the 

individual w as not free to leave. A second off icer arrived on scene to assist. Both 

off icers instructed the individual to place both hands on a w all. The individual 

refused to comply. The f irst off icer told the individual that off icers knew  that the 

individual w as in possession of a knife. The individual then removed a knife from a 

pants pocket; the knife had the blade displayed. The individual held the knife dow n 

w ith the point tow ard the f irst off icer. The f irst off icer drew  a pistol and the 

second off icer drew  a Taser. Both off icers ordered the individual to drop the knife, 

but the individual refused. The second off icer deployed the Taser and the 

deployment w as successful. The knife w as dropped by the individual and the 

individual w as taken into custody. The individual w as found to be in possession of  

tw o addit ional knives. 
 
 
EVENTS SUMMARY 
 
Ten of the ten people who received a Taser exposure were examined by medical health 
care professionals at a hospital.  The medical attention was typically provided at the 
expense of the City and not the person. 
 
None of the ten individuals who received a Taser exposure filed a complaint. 
 
The ten individuals who received a Taser exposure were comprised of one (1) Native 
American Male, five (5) Caucasian Males, three (3) African American Males, and (1) 
Caucasian Female. Their ages: Two were (18) years old, one  was (19) years old, one  
was (26) years old, one  was  (31) years old, one  was (32)  years old, one  was (36) 
years old,  one  was (45)  years old, and one was (54) years old. 
 
The following Kansas Statute and Lawrence Municipal Ordinance violations were listed 
by the arresting officers in the seven cases where a person received a Taser exposure: 
 

Aggravated Assault on a law enforcement officer 
Aggravated Assault 
Assault on a law enforcement officer 
Battery 
Battery against a law enforcement officer 
Burglary 
Criminal Damage 
Criminal Threat 
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Criminal Trespass 
Disorderly Conduct 
Interference with duties 
Possession of Hallucinogenic Drug 
Possession of an Opiate 
Possession of a Stimulate 
Theft 
Unlawful use of Driver License 
 
 

 


