
 

 

Memorandum 
City of Lawrence 
Police Department 

 

To:  David Corliss, City Manager 
Tarik Khatib, Chief of Police 

  Captain Adam Heffley 
From: Sergeant Casey Cooper 
Date:  January 23, 2014 
Re:  2013 Voided/Dismissed Citation Report 

 
BACKGROUND  
  

In 2012 the Lawrence Police Department implemented policy in reference to the 
process by which issued citations are voided and/or dismissed.  It is the goal of the 
Lawrence Police Department to maintain an accurate account for municipal citations 
issued by Officers. As outlined in the policy, a citation is “Voided” when the citation was 
created, printed and found to be in error. A request for “Dismissal” form is used when a 
citation has been issued to a vehicle or person and then the need for dismissal arises at 
a later time. In 2012 there were a total of 83 voided and dismissed citations.  It is 
important to note the 2012 data was based on information from August 27 to December 
31, 2012.  The data below represents the forms turned into the Office of Professional 
Accountability for 2013.      
 
DATA 

2013 Voided Citations  

Voided due to equipment malfunction 85 

Writing Errors, Duplicate Citations et al. 84 

TOTAL: 169 

 
2013 Request for Dismissals  

Charged through District Court 58 

Dismissed due to equipment 
malfunction 

3 

Duplicated citation on single violation 3 

Error in writing (omitted ordinance) 12 

All other  2 

TOTAL: 78 
Data represents January 1, 2013 through December 31, 2013. 
 

DISCUSSION  
  

In 2013 there were a total of 247 citations that were voided or requests submitted 
for dismissals.  The data collected reveals a statistically significant number of voided and 
dismissed citations based on equipment malfunctions and officer errors.  For a variety of 
reasons the automatic ticket writers failed during the process of the citations.  As stated 
in the 2012 report, this is an ongoing issue that the Information Services division is 
aware of and continuously addresses. Further, several citations were dismissed in order 



 

 

to facilitate the charging of the subject through District Court after more information was 
gained.  

 
When we exclude the equipment malfunctions, errors in data entry and charges 

being transferred to District Court there are two citations that were written correctly and 
request for dismissal were submitted. One is a citation that was written and the officer 
was no longer able to testify to the circumstance of the citation.  The second was initially 
issued at the scene of a non-injury accident.  The officer later requested the citation be 
dismissed when it was learned the driver had suffered from a heart attack, resulting in 
the accident. 
 


