
 

 

City of Lawrence, KS 
Electrical Board of Appeals 
April 26, 2018 Minutes (Development Services Conference Room) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

 Verlon Myers, John Delfelder, Chris King, Michael 
Wessel 

 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Chairperson Eric Hethcoat, Vice-Chair Alben Stilley, 

Robert Heacock  
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Ex-Officio Adrian Jones – Senior Plans Examiner   
   
PUBLIC PRESENT:  Bobbie Flory Executive Director Lawrence Home Builders 

Association.  

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order 11:05 am 
 
Review Minutes 
The Board reviewed the minutes from March 29th, 2018. King noted that in the March 
29th meeting there was discussion of reviewing the meeting recording concerning the 
use of Type NM cable in mixed use building. He would like to carry that issue forward to 
the next meeting for further discussion and clarification of the Code amendment. The 
Board agreed to table the review of the March 30, 2017 and move it forward as part of 
the discussion at the next meeting. King moved to approve the March 29, 2018 
minutes as written. Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 4-0 
 
Public Comment 
None 
 
Review of 2017 NEC 
The Board reviewed Article 210.8 (A). Members expressed concern that outdoor 
receptacles were used to supply Christmas lighting. Cords and lighting wiring were often 
attached to metal gutters and exposed to wet conditions. The Board felt those outdoor 
receptacles should be GFCI protected.  The Board discussed amending 2017 NEC article 
210.8 (A) (3) and corresponding language in the 2018 IRC, to add the word “All” in front 
of the word outdoors. This would require all outdoor receptacles to be GFCI protected. 
The Board also discussed and agreed to carry forward the amendment to 210.8 (A) (10) 
and corresponding sections of the 2018 IRC which establishes and defines the 
requirements for GFCI protection of outlets in the laundry areas.  
 
Delfelder stated in reviewing the current amendment for 210.8 (A) (7) which allows for 
a single dedicated receptacle not to be ground fault protected. He noted that those 
same receptacles were required to be GFCI protected in commercial applications then 
why not residential.  
 



 

 

Myers said he thought the reasoning of the Board was the number of complaints 
associated with GFCIs on motor circuits.  
 
Delfelder said he thought that had more to do with hermetic loads and not motors in 
general. He said he had concerns with removing a life safety provisions. He feels most 
of the nuisances have been worked out the devices and that electricians and 
manufactures are working with different equipment today than 10 years ago. He agrees 
that there may be an issue with GFCI outlets on circuits with compressors, but he is 
challenged that GFCI protection has not been required for laundry equipment, 
dishwashers and disposals.  
 
King noted that there should be data to confirm if there are still issues with the current 
devices.  
 
Jones suggested the board review some current data and research on the reliability of 
the current batch of GFCI devices.  
 
Delfelder said the Board should review data to show what prompted the current change 
in the NEC.  
 
Myers suggested the board table the discussion on Article 210.8 until it could review 
more research on why the NEC amended the provisions for GFCI protection in dwellings 
units. 
 
King asked if the board could review 210.11(C) (4) and 210.52 (G) (1) for discussion the 
next meeting.  
 
Myers moved to adjourn, Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 4-0.  
 
Meeting adjourned 12:28   
 


