
 

 

City of Lawrence, KS 
Electrical Board of Appeals 
August 9, 2018 Minutes (City Hall, City Commission Room) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

 Verlon Myers, John Delfelder, Chris King, Chairperson 

Eric Hethcoat, Vice-Chair Alben Stilley 

 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Chris King, Robert Heacock 
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Ex-Officio Adrian Jones – Senior Plans Examiner   
   
PUBLIC PRESENT: 
 
 
 

 Tina Rakes – Douglas County Combination Building 
Inspector. 
 
 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order 11:01 am 
 
2. Review Minutes 
 
Review Minutes from July 12, 2018.   
Myers asked if the amendment to Article 250.68, which required the location of the 
connection to the grounding electrode to be permanently identified by a plaque or 
directory at the service disconnect, applied to commercial only.  
 
Jones said that also applied to one and two family dwellings.  
 
Stilley concurred and added the location was to be identified on the first means of 
disconnect.  
 
Jones said the corresponding amendment in the 2015 International Residential Code 
was section E3611.2 
 
Myers moved to approve the minutes from July 12, 2018. Second by Wessell. 
Motion passed 5-0. 
 
3. Review of 2017 National Electrical Code and electrical provisions of 2018 
International Residential Code.  
 
The Board discussed the current amendment to Article 334.40. The current 
amendment prohibits the use of self-contained switches, self-contained receptacles and 
nonmetallic sheathed cable interconnector devices commonly referred to as Wago 
devices.  
 



 

 

Delfelder said it was his interpretation those types of devices were only approved for 
open air splices when U.L. listed and part of an assembly.  
 
Stilley said some devices we listed for direct burial. He said they were also allowed for in 
wall splices.  
 
Delfelder said he seen the devices used as connectors for pre-manufactured homes. He 
questioned the use to the County building inspector. The county inspector said his hands 
were tied because the devices were U.L. listed and approved for use in the code. He 
said he’d seen homeowners use them but his company only used them for 0 to 10 
controls and low voltage in non-plenum applications.  
 
Hethcoat noted that in review of the 2014 NEC Captain Chris King had a big concern 
with fire issues when used for mobile home connections.   
 
The Board determined to carry the amendment forward in the 2017 NEC and 2018 IRC.   
 
Hethcoat said the only other issue that was brought up at the last code review by 
Captain King was generators, fire pumps and what is deemed as a stable power source. 
That stems from discussion about downtown Lawrence and some of the buildings at 9th 
and New Hampshire. He thinks that Captain Kings has moved on from that and 
determined that power is actually stable. We have a substation right here and power 
may go out every often but is stable as compared to downtown Leavenworth whose 
power is unstable to say the least.  
 
Myers noted a new section for 2017 NEC article 680.80 for electric pool lifts.  
 
The Board briefly discussed the power requirements, grounding and bonding 
requirements.  
 
Hethcoat asked Jones if he was going to do a full summary document.  
 
Jones replied that he would have draft ordinances of the 2017 NEC and the electrical 
provisions of the IRC prepared for review at the next Board meeting.  
 
Hethcoat asked about the most current amendment to 2014 NEC article 334.12 
removing the height restriction for use of Type NM cable. Was that amendment 
addressed for this review for the 2017 NEC.  
 
Jones replied that it was discussed. The amendment removed the restriction and 
therefore the section was adopted as written in the code.  
 
Tina Rakes asked regarding article 404.9 (B) grounding of light switches. Does the City 
require in non-metallic applications the switch to be grounded?  
 
Stilley responded if the device is U.L. rated with a ground screw then it has to be 
grounded.  The U.L. rating on the device requires it to be grounded.  
 



 

 

The Board concurred.  
 
Myers said he received a call asking why ENT electrical non-metallic tubing was not 
permitted in buildings over three stories.  
 
Stilley stated that was before article 334.12 was amended to remove the restriction. The 
restriction was based on type of construction.  
 
Hethcoat described the circumstances and projects that led to the amendment.  
 
Jones said at the next meeting Barry Walthall may want to have another presentation 
about the Board consolidation.  
 
Delfelder asked about the make-up of the proposed Board.  
 
Jones said he believed the Board would be made-up of an architect, an engineer, a 
person at large, and one or two members from each trade.  
 
Tina Rakes asked if when the boards hear appeals do they try to stick to interpretations 
of the code.  
 
Jones replied the Boards try to determine if the building inspector or building official 
correctly applied the code correctly but they very seldom hear appeals.  
 
Myers moved to adjourn. Seconded by Wessell.  Motion passed 5-0.  
Adjourned 12:00 pm. 
  
  
 


