
 

 

City of Lawrence, KS 
Electrical Board of Appeals 
March 29, 2018 Minutes (Development Services Conference Room) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

 Verlon Myers, Chris King, Robert Heacock, Michael 
Wessel 

 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Chairperson Eric Hethcoat, Vice-Chair Alben Stilley, John 

Delfelder.  
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Ex-Officio Adrian Jones – Senior Plans Examiner   
   
PUBLIC PRESENT:  None 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Meeting called to order 11:00 am 
 
Review Minutes 
The Board reviewed the minutes from June 25, 2015. Myers moved to approve the 
June 25, 2015 minutes as written. Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 4-0 
 
The Board reviewed the minutes from March 20, 2017. King noted that it was his 
understanding that the use of Type NM cable would not be allowed in mixed-use 
buildings with Group R residential. His concern was that Type NM would be allowed in 
Group M and Group B with apartments above.    
 
Myers said his concern was that if Type NM was used it would encourage business 
owners to do their own wiring and not hire an electrician.   
 
King said he was under the assumption that Type NM would not be permitted in mixed-
use buildings. His main concern the protection of the downtown district.  
 
King moved to table the review of the March 20, 2017 Minutes to the next 
meeting. Seconded by Myers. Motion passed 4-0.  
 
The board reviewed the minutes from January 25, 2018. Myers moved to approve 
the January 25, 2018 minutes as written. Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 
4-0 
 
Review Chapter 1. 
Myers stated that he would like the Board to review Article 110.D for consideration of an 
amendment. He said this section is new to the code requirements and that it was 
contained as an information note in the 2014 Code. He stated that there was no way the 
city could enforce the code section unless the inspectors each had a torque wrench and 
checked each installation that required the connections to be torque. He asked Jones 
how the City would enforce the article.   



 

 

Jones responded Building Safety would not check torque specs on the installation of 
equipment. The code requires electricians to install equipment according to the 
manufacturer’s installation instructions. He further stated that if NFPA determined torque 
specs needed to be enforceable by moving into the text of the code there must have 
been good reasoning.  
 
King noted the 2017 NEC Analysis of Revisions provided research which indicated that 
only about 25% of connections performed without torque wrenches were within the 
20% recommended torque value. That would mean that means 75% of the connections 
were wrong. King also noted the same commentary said that “the field practice of “Hand 
tight plus a quarter turn” was not sufficient to produce a proper mechanical connection.” 
 
The Board discussed the industry standards for torque wrenches, the different types and 
their accuracy.  
 
Wessel noted how the typical torque wrench are handled in the field. He said if a torque 
wrench is dropped or otherwise damaged it might as well be thrown away because it 
would have to be send it back to the factory and recalibrated.    
 
Myer said it was his opinion the new provision was for insurance companies, 
investigators or engineers to go back after the fact if there was a malfunction or 
accident. He also agreed the same torque requirements are in the manufacturers 
installation instructions, which the code and the jurisdictions requires electricians to 
follow.   
 
Myers moved to retain the language of Article 110.14.D the same as the 2014 
NEC and keep the provisions for torqueing equipment as an informational 
note. Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 3-1.  
 
Myers wanted to discuss Article 110.21 and 110.26 Field marking of reconditioned 
equipment operating at 1000 volts or less that require inspection or maintenance to 
comply with Table 110.26. Myers wanted the new provision to be brought to the 
attention of Enforcement.  The Board briefly reviewed and discussed the two articles.  
 
Jones said he would discuss this with Barry Walthall and the other inspectors.  
 
King moved to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Wessel. Motion passed 4-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned 12:25p.m. 
 


