
City of Lawrence, KS 
Electrical Board of Appeals 
January 25, 2018 Minutes (Development Services Conference Room) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

 Verlon Myers, Chris King, Alben Stilley,  
Robert Heacock, John Delfelder, Michael Wessel 

 
   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Eric Hethcoat 
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Ex-Officio Adrian Jones – Senior Plans Examiner   
  Barry Walthall– Building Official 
PUBLIC PRESENT:  Bobbie Flory – Lawrence Home Builders Association   

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Vice-Chairman Stilley called the meeting to order 11:00 a.m. 
 
New members 
The Board introduced themselves and welcomed new members John Delfelder and 
Michael Wessel.  
 
Jones confirmed Eric Hethcoat as chairperson and Alben Stilley as vice-chairperson. 
Jones stated that at the last meeting where chair and vice-chair were elected it the 
consensus opinion of the Board that once elected to those positions the members would 
hold the position until the their term expired. The board agreed to keep that policy.    
 
Code Review and Adoption Schedule.  
Barry Walthall recognized Bobbie Flory representing the Lawrence Homebuilders 
Association. He said staff appreciates the LHBA attending the Boards and providing 
public input. He believes it helps create a stronger collaboration between Building Safety 
Division and Lawrence homebuilders.  
 
Flory thanked Walthall stated she enjoys coming to the meetings.   
 
Walthall explained the City of Lawrence Building Safety Division has reached out to the 
other jurisdictions within Douglas County and has been working collaboratively with the 
code departments of Baldwin City, Eudora and Douglas County. The effort has been to 
provide consistent uniform approach throughout the county to code enforcement and 
code adoptions. Another goal is to work towards a common adoption date for the 2018 
I-Codes and 2017 NEC. That is not to say that all jurisdictions will have the same codes 
or amendments.  He said that Code officials and trade representatives may at times 
attend some of the Electrical Board meetings. Walthall stated the target adoption date 
for the 2018 International Codes and 2017 National Electrical Code is July of 2019. The 
goal is for the Boards to complete reviews by the September of 2018 so that ordinance 
can be drafted and ready for adoption.  
 
Delfelder asked if the other jurisdictions had ordinances and amendments to the codes.  



 
Walthall stated that they do have ordinances in place adopting codes. He said that he 
knows that Douglas County does have amendments but is not sure about Baldwin and 
Eudora. The other jurisdictions process has not been a formal as the City of Lawrence. 
Lawrence is the only jurisdiction in the group that has a code review Board.   
 
The Board briefly discussed a code review strategy. The Board determined to review the 
provision of the NEC concurrently with the associated provisions of the IRC.  
 
Jones said he would prepare a comparative analysis of the current code amendments of 
the 2014 NEC and 2015 IRC and have it available for the next meeting. The Board 
concluded to review chapter 1 and 2 of the 2017 NEC and be ready to discuss at the 
next meeting.  
 
Consolidation of Trades Boards 
Walthall provided the Board information concerning the consolidation of the Trades 
Board. Walthall stated the City Commission has been undertaking a review of all of the 
advisory Boards and their functions. The Commission has directed that several Board be 
consolidated. That includes the Build Code Board of Appeals, the Electrical Code Board 
of Appeals, the Mechanical Board of Appeals, the Plumbing Code Board of Appeals, the 
Fire Code Board of Appeals and the Contractor Licensing Board. Those six Board will be 
consolidated and that will happen as the Board are finishing the review of the 2018 
codes. Staff will be tasked with coming up with a procedure for consolidating and 
restructuring the Boards. The challenge will be to pull the expertise of all of the Boards 
into a single entity.  
 
Delfelder suggested there could be sub-committees.  
 
Walthall replied that could be an idea especially during code review. He said the biggest 
challenge is code review. The City is going to have to come up with a different method 
for review and adoption of the codes.  
 
Myers moved to adjourn the January 25, 2018 meeting of the Electrical Board 
of Appeals.  King seconded the motion.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Meeting Adjourned 12:05 p.m.  
  


