
City of Lawrence, KS 
Electrical Board of Appeals 
February 26, 2015 Minutes (Development Services Conference Room) 
 
BOARD MEMBERS 
PRESENT: 

 Verlon Myers, Chris King, Alben Stilley, Eric Hethcoat 
Bob Heacock, Mel Lisher 
 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  None 
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Ex-Officio Adrian Jones 
   
PUBLIC PRESENT:  None 

 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Chairman Hethcoat called the meeting to order 6:05 p.m. 
 
2.  Approval of Minutes 
 
Myers moved to approve the Electrical Board of Appeals minutes of February 
6, 2014.  The motion was seconded by King.  Motion passed 5-0. 
 
3.  Election of Board Members 
 
The Board discussed chairperson and vice chairperson terms. Chairman Hethcoat 
suggested that the elected chair and vice chair should serve in the positions the full 
length of their terms. There were no objections.  
 
Jones explained that staff has requested and recommended to the Mayor and City 
Commission that they consider extending Myers’ term to allow his participation in review 
of the 2014 NEC.  
 
Lisher moved to nominate Alben Stilley as vice chairperson.  The motion was 
seconded by Heathcoat.  Motion passed 6-0  
 
Eric Hethcoat will remain as Electrical Board Chair and Alben Stilley is elected  
Vice-Chair 
 
Chairman Hethcoat asked Jones if he had information on the Board member’s terms and 
term expiration dates. Jones confirmed that all Board members were in their first term 
with the exception Myers.  
 
4. Review of 2014 National Electrical Code 
 
Chairman Hethcoat asked if staff had a timetable for adoption.  
 



Jones advised that staff would like to forward the code recommendations to the City 
Commission by the end of December.  In order to meet that timetable, it will be 
necessary for the review process to be completed by the end of September or first of 
October. This would allow adequate time to draft the ordinances and additional time for 
review by the City legal department.  
 
Chairman Hethcoat noted the Electrical Board usually met as needed, but typically took 
May, June and July off, and then reconvened in August. He said the last time the Board 
reviewed the code it went smoothly and the Board moved through the review fairly 
quickly.  
 
Lisher said he thought the Board met every month.  
 
Hethcoat said the Board would stick to a monthly schedule and re-evaluate the schedule 
in May.  Hethcoat said he didn’t have a problem meeting on any schedule necessary to 
complete the review on time.  
 
King noted that during the last code review, the Board identified a certain number of 
chapters the board wanted to review for the next meeting.  
 
Chairman Hethcoat agreed, and added that this method allowed the Board to stay on 
topic and on pace to complete the review. He would offer to continue that practice. This 
also allowed for instances where the Board needed clarification from City staff; the 
Board could get that information for review and move forward.  Chairman Hethcoat 
asked which chapters required more deliberation during the last code review.  
 
Myers noted that the Board would most likely take more time with article 210.  Myers 
stated that review of Articles 90, 100, 110 and 200 should move fairly quickly. Myers 
said there would be debates about article 210.  
 
King noted there was an amendment on fire pumps 
 
Lisher noted that the Board discussed arc faults and GFCIs.  Arc faults engendered the 
most discussion. There was not much discussion on Articles 230 or 250.  
 
King noted that recently with fire prevention, building inspection and plan review staffs 
there have been some issues with solar panels. King noted that the only way to 
disconnect power from the solar array was from the outside. The new code has identified 
this and now requires labeling of the disconnect. Under the current code, the disconnect 
could be at the house location. That would allow the conductors from the disconnect 
back to the solar array to remain energized. The new code addresses this, and requires 
shut-off of the power at the array. King explained that the current code has created 
problems by allowing the conductors to be energized from the disconnect back to the 
panels. This has caused a number of fires, including a very large structure fire in 
California, which resulted in a large property loss. King also said that energized 
conductors could be concealed within walls, which may be a problem if the fire service 
has to cut through walls and risks coming in contact with those conductors.  
 
Myers asked King if the fire service had any problems with solar panel installations here 
in Lawrence.   
 



King replied they had not, but he would like the Board to look at the section carefully to 
identify if there may be a need for an amendment.    
     
Stilley noted that he did an installation for which the panels were 800’ from the house 
and the disconnect was only required at the house location. He agreed with King that the 
disconnect should be required at the array.  
 
Myers described an incident where the lights of the fire truck used to fight fire at night 
energized a solar array and a fire fighter came in contact with the panels and was 
injured.  
 
King noted the new code calls for a rapid shutdown control. He asked how that would be 
labeled.  
 
The Board discussed possible methods of labeling disconnects for solar panels. 
  
King discussed some of the hazards of fighting fires in and around solar panels.  
 
Hethcoat asked Jones if there were any items that staff had identified as being of 
particular concern.  
  
Jones said he had gone over the analysis of changes, attended a couple of classes on 
the changes and reviewed the Board’s minutes from the last adoption. He thought the 
only issue that really needed to be addressed was the GCFI and AFCI installation. He 
said from reading the minutes, the Board had a concern on the untested technology at 
the time of the previous code review.  
 
Hethcoat said at the time of the last adoption the breakers were was not a proven 
technology. There was not a proven method for testing. The combo GFCI/ACFI were too 
new. He said the Board felt it couldn’t go down that path until the devices had a more 
proven record.   
 
Lisher said contractors had a lot of problems with combination arc fault and GFCI 
devices. He said that at the time he had houses that no one was living in and all of the 
breakers would work immediately after construction. Two weeks later the builder would 
go into the home to show it and all of the combination breakers would have tripped. They 
were having some real trouble with them.  
 
Chairman Heathcoat asked Lisher what his experience has been since.  
 
Lisher said everyone he knows is just doing the bedrooms and the first arc fault, not the 
combos. Lisher asked Stilley if he had any experience with the arc faults 
 
Stilley said that Topeka required them everywhere. He uses all combos on his 
installations  
 
Hethcoat asked if Stilley was having any problems.  
 
Stilley said sometimes a bad batch of lightbulbs would trip them, but most times it was a 
neutral problem. He said they trip pretty easily and uninterrupted power supplies would 
also easily trip the combo breakers.  



 
The Board determined they would review the 2014 NEC and would also review and 
recommend adoption of any changes from the NEC into the Residential Code.  
 
Chairman Hethcoat suggested the Board review the code and be prepared to discuss all 
of chapter 1 and get as far as possible on chapter 2 for the next meeting.   
 
5. New Business 
 
Jones asked the Board if they would like to consider an alternate meeting time and day 
or continue meeting at this time. The consensus was the last Thursday of the month at 
4:00 was a good meeting time and day.  
 
Jones advised the Board that the City of Lawrence would utilize the list serve as the 
official method of Board notification for upcoming meetings.  
 
Jones extended thanks from Barry Walthall, City of Lawrence Building Codes 
Administrator, to the members of the Board for their service to the City of Lawrence and 
the very important job that they do for the citizens, Mayor and City Commission.  
 
Jones introduced himself to the Board and outlined his 20 years of experience with the 
City of Lawrence as a mechanical inspector, housing inspector, structural building 
inspector and now senior plans examiner. He said he has served as the ex-officio 
member of the Mechanical Board, Building Code Board, Contractor Licensing Board and 
now Electrical Board, and that he looks forward to working with this Board.   
 
5.  Adjournment 
 
Hethcoat moved to adjourn the February 26, 2015 meeting of the Electrical 
Board of Appeals.  The motion was seconded by Heacock.  Motion passed 6-0. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
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