
 

City of Lawrence, KS 
Contractor Licensing Board Meeting 
May 3, 2018 Minutes (Development Services Conference Room) 
 
CONTRACTOR 
LICENSING BOARD 
MEMBERS PRESENT: 

 Chris Burger, Seth Martin (by teleconference), Verlon 
Myers, Daniel Poull,  Barry Walthall 

   
MEMBERS ABSENT:  Wayne Duncan, Katie Nichols, Greg Rau 
   
STAFF PRESENT:  Barry Walthall, Building Official 
   
PUBLIC PRESENT:  Chad Aldridge, Director of Personnel and Construction, 

Tri-State Tower; Kevin Kelley, Executive Director, 
Peaslee Tech 
 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Vice-Chairman Myers called the Contractor Licensing Board meeting to order at 11:10 
a.m., May 3, 2018. 
 
2.  Review minutes from meeting of February 22, 2017 
 
Burger inquired about how long meeting recordings were retained. Walthall responded 
that recordings are kept indefinitely. Burger moved that the February 22, 2017 minutes 
be approved, subject to actual recordings being retained for meeting details. Motion was 
seconded by Poull. 
 
The Motion to approve minutes was unanimously approved. 
 
3.  New Business 
 

A. The Board received an application for Class L Limited Contractor license for Tri-
State Tower. Walthall made a brief presentation of the license application and 
staff research regarding the company’s history. The purpose of the license is to 
allow the contractor to obtain building permits to make modifications or 
alterations to existing cell towers. Tri-State Tower representative Chad Aldridge 
addressed the Board and provided information about the company’s background 
and work practices. In response to Member’s questions, Aldridge supplied 
information that the company employed approximately 44-50 employees; owns 
approximately $3.5 Million worth of construction equipment; runs 10 fully 
equipped crews; has no existing claims against it from owners or adjoining 
property owners. Aldridge also responded to a question about claims against the 
company’s insurance policy/s, stating that the company had had a fatality in 
February of 2016, the company’s first ever fatality. Aldridge stated the fatality 
was result of an accident during a “free climb”, and that the company was found 
to not be at fault. Burger commented that the purpose of the questions was to 



 

establish the company’s wherewithal and history of performance. Myers inquired 
about whether the company’s Wisconsin and Nebraska branches were required 
to obtain licenses. Aldridge stated that he did not know if licenses are required, 
but the company is licensed in those States. 

 
The Board then discussed the scope of the license, and what types of services 
would be allowed to be performed under the Class L license. The consensus was 
that the license request entails work to equipment mounted to or on towers, 
including structural improvements to equipment mounted on towers, but does 
not extend to structural repairs or modifications to a tower structure. 

 
Motion made by Poull to approve a Class L license for Tri-State Tower that would 
allow the company to perform modifications or alterations to cell tower 
equipment that would include the structural integrity of equipment mounted to a 
tower. Motion seconded by Burger. Burger made a statement that that the City 
or Board was not making any statement or recognition of the applicant’s ability 
or qualifications, but that the literature provided appears to show that the 
company is experienced and has sufficient assets in the event of something 
unfortunate occurring, and that under the framework of the licensing 
requirements laid out by the City Code that the license application be approved. 

 
The Motion to approve a Class L license for Tri-State Tower allowing the 
company to perform modifications or alterations to cell tower equipment that 
would include the structural integrity of equipment mounted to a tower was 
unanimously approved.  

 
B. Motion made by Walthall to change the meeting agenda order to move the 

request for a new licensing category for residential plumbers in front of the 
review of the draft ordinance establishing licensing categories for roofing and 
swimming pool contractors. Motion seconded by Burger. 
 
The Motion to alter the order of the agenda was unanimously approved. 

 
Walthall provided an overview of the request by Peaslee Tech to establish a 
licensing category for residential plumbers. Walthall noted that the licensing 
regulations already include residential licenses for electricians and heating, 
ventilation and air conditioning technicians. The residential plumbing license 
would be added as an option within the framework of the existing residential 
level license classification. 
 
Kevin Kelly provided information about a new program being offered by Peaslee 
Tech to train residential plumbers. Mr. Kelly described the parameters of the 
program and criteria for successful completion, including 2,000 classroom hours 
on instruction, one year of employment as a plumbing laborer to gain work 
experience (concurrent with the Peaslee Tech residential plumbing program), 
and successful completion of a nationally recognized residential plumbing 
certification exam. 
 



 

The Board had extensive discussion of the licensing program, with focus on 
distinction between licensing requirements for plumbing, electrical and 
mechanical contractors found in Chapter V Article 15; and licenses for individual 
plumbers, electricians and mechanical trade workers (“trade workers”) found in 
Chapter V Article 17. Trade workers must be present on construction projects 
when plumbing, electrical, or mechanical work is being performed. One 
journeyman or master licensed trade worker may supervise up to two unlicensed 
trade workers. It was also discussed that the residential license classification 
already exists for the electrical and mechanical trades. A residential plumbing 
license would allow license holders to work on residential projects (projects 
constructed under the International Residential Code as adopted by the City of 
Lawrence) as journeyman licensed plumbers. The license would authorize 
holders to work on residential projects without supervision, and to directly 
supervise up to two non-licensed plumbers on such projects. License holders 
would also be permitted to work on any other construction project as a non-
licensed worker under the supervision of a licensed journeyman or master 
plumber. Burger made a motion that the Board approve the concept that a 
license be 
 
Burger made a motion to create a license for residential journeyman plumber for 
one-and two-family dwellings. Poull seconded the motion with a friendly 
amendment to create the license for a residential journeyman plumber within the 
framework of the existing residential classifications for electricians and 
mechanics. 
 
The motion was unanimously approved. 
 
The Board also expressed appreciation for the new Peaslee Tech program. 
 

C.  The Board reviewed a draft ordinance modifying Chapter V, Article 15 of the City 
of Lawrence Code that would: 1) establish new license categories for roofing 
contractors and swimming pool contractors, 2) modify the approval process for 
Class L license applications, and 3) update regulations for examination of 
qualifying individuals. Walthall explained a new license classification had been 
added for swimming pool contractors since the last report to the Board about 
upcoming proposed changes to implement licensing requirements for roofing 
contractors. Walthall also explained current and past practices for licensing 
swimming pool contractors. It was discussed that creating a swimming pool 
license category would provide opportunity for a consistent method of licensure 
that would be based on nationally recognized certification exams. Member 
Burger expressed concern that there is already a State system in place for 
roofing contractors, and both the roofing and swimming pool contractor licenses 
would be a barrier of entry into our local market. 
 
Poull made a motion to recommend the draft ordinance for adoption as 
presented, with appropriate editing and formatting by the City legal staff. The 
motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman Myers. 
 



 

The Motion was approved 4-1 with Burger dissenting. 
 
4.  Unfinished Business 
 
Walthall provided an update on the status of consolidation efforts for the Building Code 
Board of Appeals, Contractor Licensing Board, Electrical Code Board of Appeals, Fire 
Code Board of Appeals, Mechanical Code Board of Appeals and Plumbing Code Board of 
Appeals into a consolidated Board. Staff is drafting proposed regulations and bylaws for 
consideration. Staff intent is to present draft regulations at a combined meeting of all 
the current Boards sometime in September or October of 2018. 
 
Poull mad a Motion to adjourn the meeting. Member Burger seconded the motion. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 12:20 p.m. 
 

Attendance Summary 

Member 2/22/2017 12/29/17 5/3/18 

Greg Rau, Chair Present Present  

Verlon Myers, Vice Chair Present Present Present 

Chris Burger Present Present Present 

Wayne Duncan Present Present  

Seth Martin   Present 

Katie Nichols  Present  

Daniel Poull Present Present Present 

Barry Walthall Present Present Present 
 


