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Building Planning 

The design criteria 

for wind speed 

increased from 90 

MPH to 115 MPH. 



Building Planning 

Story height of wood 

wall framing is 11’-7” 

maximum. Bearing stud 

height is 10’-0” 

maximum.  



Building Planning 

One-hour 

common wall is 

allowed for 

townhouses with 

sprinklers.  

 

A common wall is 

allowed with 2-

hour fire rating 

for townhouse 

separation, non-

sprinkled.  

 



Building Planning 

The provisions for fire protection of floors has 

been relocated from Chapter 5 to the Fire 

Resistive section in Chapter 3.  



Building Planning 

Habitable rooms shall have a floor area of not less than 70 sq. ft. Exception – kitchens.  



Building Planning 

Tempered glass required 

on the hinge side of an 

in-swinging door. 



Building Planning 

Tempered glass is required 

within 24” of either side of 

door in a closed partition.  



Building Planning 



Building Planning 

Smoke alarms shall be installed 

no closer than 3 feet to a 

bathroom door containing a tub 

or shower; 20 feet from a 

cooking appliance; 10 feet 

from a cooking appliance when 

the alarm has a silencing switch.  



Building Planning 

Hardwire and battery backup 

in new construction: 
• Dwellings with fuel fired appliances 

• Attached garage w/ opening to 

dwelling 

• Bedrooms and adjoining bathrooms 

with fuel fired appliances 

• Installed outside of each sleeping 

area 

• Alterations, repairs or additions 

requiring a permit but not roofing, 

siding, windows, doors and deck or 

porch additions 

• One or more sleeping rooms added 

to an existing dwelling 

 

CO detectors are required to be hardwired 

with battery backup. Exterior work such as 

decks and porch additions shall not require 

adding CO detectors. Furnace and water 

heater replacement shall not require a CO 

detector at change out.  



Foundations 

Anchor bolts shall be located 

in the middle 1/3 of a 

bottom plate.  



Foundations 

Retaining walls with 

more than 48” of 

unbalanced fill and 

walls resisting 

additional lateral 

loads with more than 

24” of unbalanced fill 

shall be designed by 

an engineer.  



Floors 



Floors 



Floors 

New sections and tables provide prescriptive 

methods for joists and beams in deck construction.  



Wall Construction 

Girder and header span tables from chapter 5 

have been moved to chapter 6 to a HEADER 

section. Multiple and single headers are 

combined. A new section describing rim board 

headers has been added.  



Energy Efficiency 

Weatherstrip is required at attic 

access hatches and doors. Insulation 

baffle is required where loose fill 

type insulation is used.  



N1103.3.3 (R403.3.3) Duct Testing (Mandatory)  

  

Exceptions: A duct air leakage test shall not be required  

        where:   

1. The ducts and air handlers are located entirely 

within the building thermal envelope; or 

2. A whole house air leakage test is performed. 

Energy Efficiency 

Amendment 



Energy Efficiency 

Amendment 



Energy Efficiency 

TABLE      N1106.4       (R406.4)  

MAXIMUM   ENERGY   RATING   INDEX   

CLIMATE    ZONE   ENERGY   RATING   INDEX   

1   52   

2   52   

3   51   

4   54 - 70   

5   55   

6   54   

7   53   

8   53   
  

Energy Efficiency 

Amendment 

Amended ERI table.  



          64 
*HERS (Home Energy Rating System) is now 

referred to in the 2015 IRC as ERI (Energy 

Rating Index) 

Energy Efficiency 

 



  

 N1103.5.3 (R403.5.3) Hot water pipe insulation 
(Prescriptive). Insulation for hot water pipe with a minimum 
thermal resistance (R-value) of R-2 shall be applied to the 
following: 

1. Piping located outside the conditioned space. 

2. Piping from the water heater to a distribution manifold. 

3. Piping located under a floor slab.* 

4. Buried in piping.  

5. Supply and return piping in recirculation systems other 
 than demand recirculation systems. 

 

Energy Efficiency 

Amendment 

*Water heater pans shall be installed in any 

location where water leakage from the tank will 

cause damage.  

                                           *All hot water lines under slabs shall be insulated to R-2.  



Water Heaters 

Water heater pans shall 

be installed in any 

location where water 

leakage from the tank 

will cause damage.  



General Mechanical 

M1305.1.4.1 Ground clearance. 

Equipment and appliances supported from the ground shall be 

level and firmly supported on a concrete slab or other 

approved material extending not less than 3 inches (76 mm) 

above the adjoining ground. *  Such support shall be in 

accordance with the manufacturer’s installation instructions.  

*Air conditioners shall be placed on a minimum 

3” tall pad.  



 

M1307.3 Elevation of ignition source. Permanently fixed mechanical 
equipment and appliances having an ignition source, including but not limited to 
motors, relays, or other electrical devices, shall be elevated such that bottom of 
the cabinet is not less than 14 inches above the floor for upflow furnaces and 
18 inches above the floor for downflow furnaces in garages. For the purpose of 
this section, rooms or spaces that are not part of the living space of a dwelling 
unit and that communicate with a private garage through openings shall be 
considered to be part of the garage. 

 

Exceptions:  

 1. Elevation of the ignition source is not required for appliances that are listed as                

 flammable-vapor-ignition resistant.  

2. Where the blower compartment is equipped with a gasketed 
 door and locking fasteners, the furnace may be installed on the 
 garage floor. 

General Mechanical 

Amendment 



Exhaust Systems 

A dryer vent length tag is required only when the dryer vent is over 35’ in length.  



Exhaust Systems 

Example of a dryer vent label.  



Duct Systems 

Amendment 

  

M1601.1.1 Above-ground duct systems. Above-ground duct 

systems shall conform to the following: 

  

Exceptions:  

7.3 Multiple floors shall not utilize the same stud wall cavity to 

 convey air.* 

*Return air cannot be obtained from more than 

one floor level (requires separate stud space 

for upper and lower floor levels).  



 

 

 

Air connectors allowed in residential for exhaust 

(bathroom) fans in conditioned space. 

Duct Systems 

Amendment 



Electrical 

Outlets required for each 

motor vehicle space. 

 

The branch circuit shall not 

supply outlets outside of the 

garage. 



Electrical 

GFCI protection required in laundry 

areas.  



Building Services and 

Systems 

Solar voltaic residential installation- roof access for a rack 

mounted system: 

 • 3’-0” wide path below 

the ridge line 

• 3’-0” wide clear access 

path from eave to ridge 

• 18” clearance at a hip or 

valley 

• Exception:  2:12 or less 

roof slope 



  

2015 Adopted Construction Codes Effective July 1, 2016 

The 2015 editions of the International Building, Residential, Fire, 

Fuel Gas, Mechanical, Plumbing and Property Maintenance 

Codes, as well as the 2014 National Electrical Code have been 

adopted and will become effective July 1, 2016.  City of 

Lawrence amendments to these codes are available online at: 

 

https://www.lawrenceks.org/pds/2015ConstructionCodes 

 


