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Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Policy 
Board Meeting Notes-Wednesday, November 17, 2016 
 
** At the following MPO meeting on February 23rd, there were not any policy board 
members present who were also present on November 17th to approve the minutes. The 
members present decided to post these as notes since they could not speak to the 
discussions at the meeting. 

Attendance: 
Organization Name Present 
Voting Members   
Lawrence City Commission Matthew Herbert  
Lawrence City Commission Stuart Boley X 

Douglas County Commission Nancy Thellman  
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Eric Struckhoff X 
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Bryan Culver (Chair)  
City of Lecompton Jimmy Wilkins X 
Kansas Department of Transportation Allison Smith representing Cory Davis X 
Non-Voting Members   
Federal Highway Administration Paul Foundoukis  
Federal Transit Administration Daniel Nguyen  
University of Kansas Paul Graves  
City of Eudora Tim Reazin  
City of Baldwin City Marilyn Pearse  
Staff   
Lawrence – Douglas County MPO Jessica Mortinger, AICP X 
Lawrence – Douglas County MPO Ashley Myers X 

City of Lawrence-Douglas County 
Planning & Development Services 

 

Scott McCullough, AICP X 

Others   
Lawrence – Douglas County MPO Margaret Campbell X 

 
1. Call Meeting to Order and Introductions  
Allison Smith called the meeting to order at 2:58. 
 
2. Action Item: Approval of Minutes from October 5, 2016 
Allison Smith presented the minutes and asked if there was any discussion. There was none. 
Approval of the minutes was moved by Jimmy Wilkins, seconded by Stuart Boley and 
passed 3-0 with Eric Struckhoff abstaining. 

 
3. Discussion Item: Old Business and Correspondence  
Jessica Mortinger presented the old business, correspondence and TAC minutes and asked 
MPO members if they had any questions. Eric Struckhoff asked if the survey addressed 
origins and destinations. Ms. Mortinger said the longer survey over the summer asked about 
them, but the shorter five question KU student survey in October did not. Stuart Boley 
asked about biking up hills. Ms. Mortinger said it is a big issue, but there are electric assist 
bikes and some places give incentives for riding up hills. Another option is to not put any 
bike parking places at the bottom of the hill, so people can’t leave the bike at the bottom of 
the hill.   
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4. Action Item: Review and Approve the 2017 Unified Planning Work Program  
Jessica Mortinger presented the 2017 Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP). She said the 
plan was out for 30-day public comment period October 5 – November 4. No comments 
were received during the public comment period and the Plan received TAC recommendation 
for approval on November 8. Highlights of the UPWP include TIP and UPWP work and the 
T2040 update, which will be done in house. She is currently working on an amendment for 
$43,000. TAC is exploring possible uses for the additional funding; however, it must be 
spent on planning purposes. The UPWP will be amended in January or February. Allison 
Smith said that KDOT wants the MPOs to spend their money before the excess funds policy 
goes into effect and KDOT claws back money that isn’t spent. 
 
Approval of the 2017 UPWP was moved by Jimmy Wilkins, seconded by Eric Struckhoff and 
passed 4-0. 
 
 
5. Action Item:  Establish the MPO Bicycle Advisory Committee 
Jessica Mortinger said the Lawrence City Commission decided to evolve the Lawrence-
Douglas County Bicycle Advisory Committee and the Lawrence Traffic Safety Commission 
into one Transportation Commission. The old committees won’t exist after December 31st.  
 
However, the MPO still needs a countywide bicycle advisory committee to advice on matters 
that wouldn’t go before the Transportation Commission. This would be a subcommittee like 
the Regional Transit Advisory Committee (RTAC), which was formed in 2011 to bring 
together paratransit and health and human service transit providers. The new MPO BAC 
would meet a couple of times a year and have seven members with bylaws similar to the 
old BAC bylaws. This subcommittee will guide staff on bike planning and be available to 
consult local governments for their bike planning.  Allison Smith said we had a long 
discussion about the role of the committee with Keith Browning, from the County, at the 
TAC meeting to make sure County needs are met.   
 
Eric Struckhoff asked how the MPO BAC will be different from the Transportation 
Commission. Ms. Mortinger said the MPO BAC will handle things the Transportation 
Commission can’t such as, things outside of Lawrence, recommendation letters for county or 
smaller city TE projects, county maintenance work, updates to the countywide bicycle plan, 
T2040, bike readability map, bike/pedestrian counts, and other planning functions.  
 
Mr. Struckhoff asked about pedestrian issues. Ms. Mortinger said there aren’t many county 
pedestrians. There is no intra-city pedestrian work. And the pedestrian work would be a 
local issue, which is why MPO staff didn’t propose a bike/pedestrian committee.  
 
Stuart Boley asked if the two Douglas county residents have to be from the unincorporated 
areas. Ms. Mortinger said no, they can be from anywhere. In the old BAC, Douglas County 
selected people in Lawrence to represent Douglas County. Mr. Boley asked if there should 
be initial staggered terms, so there aren’t all new members at once. Ms. Mortinger said that 
would be added to the bylaws, in the past, there was enough turnover of members that 
there wasn’t a problem with everyone’s terms ending at once. Also in previous years the 
current BAC didn’t have representatives from Baldwin City or Lecompton, but things have 
changed and now Baldwin City might be interested in having representation on the new 
MPO BAC.  
 
Mr. Struckhoff said he was a former chair of the BAC, so he is nostalgic for the BAC and he 
wanted to make note of the good the BAC did. It was created in 1995 and it changed bike 
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safety and education in Lawrence. He would love to see a summary of all the work the BAC 
did over their 21 years of existence.  
 
Approval of establishing the MPO Bicycle Advisory Committee was moved by Stuart Boley, 
seconded by Eric Struckhoff and passed 4-0. 
 
 
6. Other Business 
Jessica Mortinger introduced Margaret Campbell, the new transportation planning intern, 
who is a first year planning student. Jimmy Wilkins said this will most likely be his last 
meeting serving on the MPO Policy Board. He has enjoyed his time on the Board and will 
hopefully still be on the Lecompton City Council when it is Lecompton’s turn to have a seat 
on the Board in three years.   

 
7. Public Comments 
There were none.  

 
8. Adjournment 
Jessica Mortinger said the December meeting may be cancelled. The meeting adjourned at 
3:27 pm. 
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