
Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)  
Policy Board 
 
Meeting Minutes-Thursday, June 19, 2014 
 
Attendance:  
Organization Name Present 
Voting Members     
Lawrence City Commission Michael Dever x 
Lawrence City Commission Bob Schumm  
Douglas County Commission Nancy Thellman x 
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Jim Denney x 
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Bryan Culver x 
City of Baldwin City Marilyn Pearse  

Kansas Department of Transportation 
Allison Smith – alternate for  
Davonna Moore x 

Non-Voting Members    
Federal Highway Administration Paul Foundoukis   
Federal Transit Administration Jeremiah Shuler  
University of Kansas Paul Graves  
City of Lecompton  Mary Jane Hoffer  
City of Eudora John Fiore  
Staff    
Lawrence - Douglas County MPO Todd Girdler, AICP-CTP x 
Lawrence - Douglas County MPO Jessica Mortinger, AICP x 
City of Lawrence-Douglas County 
Planning & Development Services Dept. Scott McCullough, AICP x 

Others    
None   

 
1. Call Meeting to Order and Introductions  
Mr. Culver called the meeting to order at 4:01 PM and introductions were made.  
 
2. Action Item: Approval of Minutes from the May 15, 2014 MPO meeting 
Mr. Culver presented the previous meeting minutes and asked if there was any discussion. 
There were none. Approval of the minutes from the May 15th meeting was moved by Michael 
Dever, seconded by Allison Smith and passed unanimously. 
 
3. Discussion Item: Old Business and Correspondence 
Mr. Girdler presented the Project Updates Memo included in the agenda packet and the TAC 
minutes posted online. Mr. Culver asked if there were any questions about the items presented. 
Jim Denney asked how close a decision on the Lawrence Transit Center was and what the hub 
at the transit center would entail. Todd Girdler informed the MPO that out of seven initial sites 
the location at 9th & Iowa St. was initially preferred. However, after discussions with KU and 
PTAC, the proposal of the Iowa/21st/Stewart location came back into the discussion and is 
currently being considered by the City Commission.  He also talked about transit center 
specifications which include a driver relief station, spots for 8 buses, and potential traffic calming 
approaches on 21st Street. Scott McCullough mentioned that there have been two neighborhood 



meetings for the 21st & Stewart site to address neighborhood concerns. Mike Dever indicated 
that the site would return to the Commission once the neighborhood concerns for traffic calming 
on 21st Street are evaluated and addressed.  Currently there are a few proposed ways to 
address those concerns, including, one way entry onto 21st St and/or bicycle boulevard and/or 
other  traffic calming techniques., Brian Culver asked how many RFPs were sent directly to 
firms about the Regional ITS Architecture update. Mr. Girdler told the Board that four were 
directly sent and that any firm could access it from the online posting service. Brian Culver 
asked if Bob Schumm accepted the pedestrian committee appointment made from the last 
meeting. Todd Girdler informed the Board that since Bob Schumm did not send an email 
denying the committee appointment; it was assumed Bob Schumm was the appointee. Brian 
Culver also thanked MPO staff for their recent presentation of the Multimodal Studies to the 
Planning Commission at their Mid-Month meeting. 
 
4. Action Item: Approval of a Support Resolution for the City of Lawrence to apply for 

Safe Routes to School – Planning Funds from KDOT 
Jessica Mortinger presented information about the ongoing efforts to create a Safe Routes to 
School (SRTS) planning grant application for work in Lawrence and informed the Board the 
deadline for submitting the application to KDOT was July 18th. She also listed the different 
organizations contributing funds to SRTS which included the Lawrence-Douglas County Health 
Department, Lawrence Schools Foundation, LiveWell Lawrence, and the City of Lawrence. 
Brian Culver asked how the MPO would use the SRTS plan. Jessica indicated that the plan 
would not be a MPO work task but the MPO staff would participate as a planning partner. 
Allison Smith indicated that the plan would make Lawrence eligible to apply for funding for a 
Phase II application for funding to build infrastructure.  A motion to approve this support 
resolution was moved by Jim Denney, seconded by Nancy Thellman, and passed unanimously. 
 
5. Discussion/Action Item: Protection of Federal Funding for Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Facilities 
Todd Girdler presented an email that the MPO received asking if our local mayors would like to 
join onto a letter that urges Congress to keep funding for bikeway and pedestrian facility 
developments. Jim Denney mentioned that Lawrence is already ahead of the state in 
Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities. He also said he would support anything that is consistent with the 
goals MPO has in regard to Bicycle/Pedestrian facilities. The Board asked about the letter to 
Congress and what format it would be in. Todd Girdler explained to the Board that the mayor 
would be listed as a signatory to a U.S. Conference of Mayors sign-on letter. A motion to 
approve this funding protection letter and ask our region’s local mayors to sign-on to it was 
moved by Nancy Thellman, seconded by Jim Denney, and passed unanimously. Members also 
asked staff to encourage the County to participate in support for national bicycle and pedestrian 
funding. 

 
6. Other Business 
There was none. 

 
7. Public Comments 
There was none. 

 
8. Adjournment 
The MPO Policy Board next meeting will be on July 18, 2014. Jessica Mortinger noted that a 
meeting in July would be necessary for a TIP amendment. A motion to adjourn was moved by 
Jim Denney, seconded by Mike Dever and passed unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 
4:36 PM. 
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