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Thursday, June 19, 2014 
4:00–5:30PM  

6 East 6th Street 
Lawrence City Hall 

City Commission Room 
 
 

 
 
 
 
POLICY BOARD AGENDA - REGULAR MEETING 

 
 
 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order and Introductions  

(Bryan Culver - L-DC MPO Chair) 
 
2. Action Item: Approval of Minutes from the May 15, 2014 MPO Meeting (see attached 

draft minutes) 
(Bryan Culver - L-DC MPO Chair) 
 

3. Old Business and Correspondence (see attached memo and link to TAC minutes)   
(Todd Girdler – MPO staff) 
 

a. Project Updates Memo    
• Lawrence Transit Center 
• Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Update 
• Multimodal Studies Project – Final Deliverables, Project Close-Out, and Local 

Government Approvals 
• Regional ITS Architecture – Update of 2008 Version 
• Bicycle Rideability Map Update 
• Bicyclist and Pedestrian Issues Coordination Meetings 
• MPO Regional Pedestrian Plan  

b. Recent TAC meeting minutes 
• May 6, 2014 – approved –  posted online at   

http://www.lawrenceks.org/boards/technical-advisory-committee 
after the TAC approval and before the MPO meeting 

 
4. Action  Item: Approval of a Support Resolution for the City of Lawrence to apply for 

Safe Routes To school – Planning Funds from KDOT (see attached draft resolution)  
(Todd Girdler – MPO staff) 

 
The MPO staff will present information about the ongoing efforts to create a Safe Routes To 
School (SRTS) planning grant application for work in Lawrence and describe the schedule 
for submitting this application to KDOT. Staff will describe the efforts now underway to jointly 
conduct SRTS planning in Lawrence with assistance from the City of Lawrence, the MPO 
staff, the University of Kansas, and officials from USD 497 Lawrence Public Schools. This 
draft resolution was approved by the TAC at their June 3rd meeting.  

http://www.lawrenceks.org/boards/technical-advisory-committee
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5. Discussion/Action Item: Protection of Federal Funding for Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Facilities (see attached email from League of American Bicyclists)  
(Todd Girdler – MPO staff) 
 
The MPO staff will present an email that they received asking if our local mayors would like 
to join onto a letter that urges Congress to keep funding for bikeway and pedestrian facility 
developments flowing smoothly to state and local governments for projects they deem to be 
important. The MPO staff will ask the MPO Policy Board to discuss this issue and decide if 
they want to encourage local government leaders in our region to participate in this letter 
writing effort. 
 

6. Other Business 
 

7. Public Comments 
This item is to allow brief public comments on items not listed specifically on the agenda. 
Comments from each individual or organization will be limited to five minutes. 
 

8. Adjournment 
Next Meeting: The MPO Policy Board will meet next for its regularly scheduled meeting on 
July 17, 2014 or another date set by the MPO if needed. 

 
 
Special Accommodations: Please notify the Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (L-DC 
MPO) at (785) 832-3150 at least 72 hours in advance if you require special accommodations to attend this meeting 
(i.e., qualified interpreter, large print, reader, hearing assistance). We will make every effort to meet reasonable 
requests. 
 
The L-DC MPO programs do not discriminate against anyone on the basis of race, color or national origin, according 
to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. For more information or to obtain a Title VI Complaint Form, see 
www.lawrenceks.org/mpo/title6 or call (785) 832-3150. 
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Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO)  
Policy Board 
 
Meeting Minutes-Thursday, May 15, 2014 
 
Attendance:  
Organization Name Present 
Voting Members     
Lawrence City Commission Michael Dever x 
Lawrence City Commission Bob Schumm  
Douglas County Commission Nancy Thellman  
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Jim Denney x 
L-DC Metropolitan Planning Commission Bryan Culver x 
City of Baldwin City Marilyn Pearse  

Kansas Department of Transportation 
Allison Smith – alternate for  
Davonna Moore x 

Non-Voting Members    
Federal Highway Administration Paul Foundoukis   
Federal Transit Administration Jeremiah Shuler  
University of Kansas Paul Graves x 
City of Lecompton  Mary Jane Hoffer  
City of Eudora John Fiore  
Staff    
Lawrence - Douglas County MPO Todd Girdler, AICP-CTP x 
Lawrence - Douglas County MPO Jessica Mortinger, AICP  
City of Lawrence-Douglas County 
Planning & Development Services Dept. Scott McCullough, AICP  

Others    
Lawrence Transit Bob Nugent x 
Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department Chris Tilden X 
City of Lawrence David Corliss X 

 
 
1. Call Meeting to Order and Introductions  
Mr. Culver called the meeting to order at 4:02 PM and introductions were made.  
 
2. Action Item: Approval of Minutes from the April 17, 2014 MPO Meeting 
Mr. Culver presented the previous meeting minutes and asked if there was any discussion. Todd 
girdler noted that there was one correction in the item 2-Minutes section. The presented minutes 
for approval were for the March meeting, not the February meeting as written in the draft minutes 
that went out in the meeting packet. .  Approval of the minutes from the April 17th meeting as 
corrected was moved by Mike Dever, seconded by Jim Denney and passed unanimously. 
 
3. Discussion Item: Old Business and Correspondence 
Mr. Girdler presented the Project Updates Memo included in the agenda packet and the TAC 
minutes posted online. Mr. Culver asked if there were any questions about the items presented.  
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Jim Denney asked about the firm deadline of April 24th for delivery of the final products for the 
Multimodal Studies Project. Todd Girdler informed the MPO that the consultant had missed that 
deadline. Allison smith noted that she had been working with MPO staff to get this project 
completed and that the MPO staff is doing all they can to get this contract work completed and the 
project budget closed out. The MPO staff is waiting on the printed reports that should arrive within 
the next few days and then the final payment can be made and the project can be closed.  
 
Mike Dever and Jim Denney asked about the TIP cycle and how that had changed. Todd Girdler 
explained that the TIP requires a four-year term but all the other MPOs in Kansas use a five-year 
format so the MPO staff is now working on a new TIP covering five years. The MPO staff is also 
working on a new TIP to be approved in September to coincide with the end of the federal fiscal 
year. These changes are being made to help coordinate the MPO’s TIP document with the KDOT 
Statewide Transportation Program (STIP). 
 
4. Action Item: 2014 Unified Planning Work Program – Amendment #1 
Todd Girdler briefly reviewed the changes being made in this work program amendment and noted 
that this amendment was approved by the Technical Advisory committee (TAC) on March 6th. He 
also noted that no public comments were received by staff on this item. The changes being made 
with this amendment will revise several budget amounts to reflect the desire to spend remaining 
Consolidated Planning Grant (CPG) funds on needed items by the end of this year because 
according to the KDOT Excess Funds Policy this is the end of a three-year funding cycle and most 
of the carryover CPG money left in our budget on December 31, 2014 will be returned to KDOT for 
redistribution rather than retained by our MPO. This has prompted the MPO staff to move the 
schedule up for hiring a consultant team to do ITS architecture update work and to program more 
funds for that project in 2014 and less funding in 2015. There were also text and schedule changes 
related to the budget shifts and updates as part of this amendment. Mr. Girdler noted that all of 
these changes are noted on the List of changes sheet sent out in the agenda packet. Mike Dever 
noted that he appreciated the mark-up copy with changes in red and the changes list sent out with 
the meeting packet. That format made it easier to see what has changed. A motion to approve this 
UPWP amendment as presented was moved by Jim Denney, seconded by Allison Smith and 
passed unanimously. 
 
5. Other Business  
Todd Girdler informed the MPO that staff was forming a steering committee for the Regional 
Pedestrian Plan and there is a desire to have a MPO representative on that committee. Committee 
members will be asked to meet a few times (probably no more than four meetings) during the 
course of this project to discuss pedestrian issues among themselves and with staff, and to review 
drafts of the plan. Bryan Culver asked if any member would like to volunteer for this committee.  
Mike Dever told the Board that he thought Bob Schumm would be a good choice for that position 
and if Bob could not do it then he would be interested. Bryan Culver moved that the MPO appoint 
Bob Schumm to the Regional Pedestrian Plan Steering Committee pending his acceptance and if 
he refuses then to appoint Mike Dever to fill that position. The motion was seconded by Jim 
Denney and passed unanimously. Mike Dever asked Todd girdler to send Bob Schumm an email 
informing him of his appointment. 
 
Todd Girdler informed the Board that he had received a request from Charlie Bryan of the 
Lawrence-Douglas County Health Department to provide a slot for a Lawrence Public Schools 
representative on the Regional Pedestrian Plan Steering Committee. He reminded the Board that 
this idea of having school board representatives on this steering committee was discussed at the 
last MPO meeting and not approved because it would lead to all five districts in the county having a 
member which would make the committee rather large, and that the school officials would 
coordinate with this pedestrian plan through their contacts with MPO staff and work on their district 
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Safe Routes To School (SRTS) plans. He also noted that this Regional Pedestrian Plan is a closer 
look at the pedestrian facility component of the regional multimodal transport system, and it is not a 
SRTS focused plan. This MPO plan and the region’s SRTS plans should be coordinated, but they 
are not the same thing. Chris Tilden of the Health Department noted that the school district official 
who wanted to be appointed to this steering committee has been named as the representative from 
the Lawrence Pedestrian Coalition so this request is now withdrawn. MPO members agreed that 
their previous April approval on the membership of this steering committee would remain 
unchanged. 
 
Paul Graves informed the Board that work on the next phase of the Jayhawk Boulevard project 
would begin right after graduation this month and continue through the summer break period.  

 
6. Public Comments 
There was none. 

 
7. Adjournment 
The MPO Policy Board decided to meet next on June 19, 2014 if a meeting is needed. Todd 
Girdler noted that the MPO usually skips one meeting in the summer and one near the end of the 
year. A motion to adjourn was moved by Mike Dever, seconded by Jim Denney and passed 
unanimously. The meeting was adjourned at 4:36PM. 
 
 



 
 

Memorandum 
 

 
TO: L-DC MPO Members 
FROM: Todd Girdler, Senior Transportation Planner 
CC: Scott McCullough, Lawrence-Douglas County Planning and Development Services Director 

and L-DC MPO Secretary 
Date: June 12, 2014 
Re:  MPO Activity Updates 
 
 
Since the last MPO meeting held on May 15, 2014 the MPO staff has been actively working on several projects. 
Shown below is a list of selected projects and a brief description of recent work on those items. 
 
 
Lawrence Transit Center – the MPO staff has been discussing this project and its implications on transit service in 
the region with Lawrence Transit staff. On June 3rd the Lawrence City Commission decided to consider the efforts to 
locate this center at a site on KU Endowment property at the 21st/Iowa/Stewart intersection location proposed by KU 
officials.  
 
Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) Update – the MPO and KDOT staffs have been discussing the 
format and timing for the next TIP update and have continued work on this new 2015-2019 TIP document which is 
scheduled to be ready for MPO approval before the end of the current FFY (before September 30, 2014). Currently 
the MPO staff is working to get this new TIP ready for approval by late July. This new TIP will have a five-year 
format with a four-year period fiscally constrained to meet federal regulations. TAC members have been asked to 
supply project data to the MPO staff for projects in the 2015-2019 period. The collection of that information and 
construction of the TIP tables and revision of the TIP text is ongoing. 
 
Multimodal Studies Project-Final Deliverables, Project Closeout, and Local Government Approvals of the 
MMS Reports - the MPO staff has received an acceptable packet of final deliverables including electronic files and 
printed reports. The MPO staff has also obtained the last forms needed to process the final payment to the consultant 
for this project, and that payment was sent to the consultant in early June. The MPO staff has also sent the last 
reimbursement request for this project to KDOT and asked the City staff to close this purchase order. Currently, the 
MPO staff is working with local government leaders to determine if they would like to approve the MMS 
recommendations and reports. To date the approval or acceptance of these studies by local governments in the 
region have not been scheduled yet. 
 
Regional ITS Architecture – Update of 2008 Version – the MPO staff has discussed this ITS architecture update 
with KDOT staff and others recently doing a similar project and have completed work on a RFP to hire a consultant 
for work on this project. The RFP was posted online and mailed to prospective consultants by the City Purchasing 
staff on behalf of the MPO. It is currently out for vendor review and proposals are due back to MPO staff on July 
31st.   The MPO staff has also obtained $10,000 of state funding via Lawrence Transit to help fund this project.  
 
 



Bicycle Rideability Map Update – the MPO staff has completed the update of information for this map with the 
help of the Bicycle Advisory Committee (BAC) members and others. The MPO staff is now working on final 
formatting and editing before sending this map to the printer. The MPO staff has been successful at securing local 
funds for the printing of this new map.  
 
Bicyclist and Pedestrian Issues Coordination Meetings – MPO staff and BAC members have attended meetings 
and/or spoken with staff or members of the other groups identified as having an interest in bicyclists and pedestrian 
travel and safety issues (Lawrence Pedestrian Coalition, Traffic Safety Commission, LiveWell Lawrence, Lawrence-
Douglas County Health Department, Sustainability Advisory Board). The BAC Chair invited the other groups to a 
meeting to discuss these issues and scheduled that meeting for June 23rd. At that meeting the groups will discuss 
common concerns and the different views and focuses that these groups have on pedestrian and bicycling issues.  
 
MPO Regional Pedestrian Plan – the MPO staff has invited several groups to name a representative to serve on the 
steering committee for this study of pedestrian facilities along major roads in the region. This plan will identify 
issues and problems with the pedestrian element of the region’s multimodal transport system in a similar way to how 
the new Countywide Bikeway System Plan did that for the bikeway element. The MPO staff has recently completed 
the list of steering committee members and is working on scheduling the first committee meeting and working to 
start work on this new plan. 



2014 SRTS support 
 

 
 

 

RESOLUTION of SUPPORT for SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL FUNDING 
 

WHEREAS, the Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization (L-DC MPO) is 
designated as the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) to carry out the Continuing, Cooperative 
and Comprehensive (3 C) planning program, including transportation planning; and, 
 
WHEREAS, a Metropolitan Transportation Plan is one of the required documents that the L-DC MPO 
must produce and maintain on a regular basis as part of its duties to carry out the 3C regional 
transportation planning process for its Metropolitan Planning Area (MPA-all of Douglas County 
including all four cities); and, 

WHEREAS, the MTP is required to be a multi-modal transportation plan that addresses all modes of 
surface transportation including motorized and non-motorized forms and the transportation of  all 
people in the area including children that walk and/or bicycle to school; and,   

WHEREAS, the L-DC MPO is also required to produce a Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) for 
the area that identifies the projects designated to use Federal Highway Administration, Federal Transit 
Administration and certain other State and local funds for the advancement of projects that implement 
the region's MTP; and  

WHEREAS, the L-DC MPO staff and Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) has reviewed the Safe Routes 
To School (SRTS) funding application from the City of Lawrence that is now scheduled for submission to 
the Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) for funding consideration, and that the MPO staff 
and TAC have found that application to be consistent with the L-DC MPO’s goals for the creation of a 
multi-modal transportation system coordinated with land uses as described in the MTP. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the L-DC MPO approves this resolution of support for the City 
of Lawrence SRTS grant application for federal funding through the KDOT that is listed below, and that 
the L-DC MPO agrees to program that funding in the TIP as required. 

 



2014 SRTS support 
 

City of Lawrence, Kansas 
SRTS – Phase I – Planning Funds  
$15,000 federal funds with additional local funds requested  
 

The Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Organization hereby approves this SRTS support 
resolution on this 19th day of June 2014. 

 
 

 

 
_____________________________________  ______________________________ 
Bryan Culver, L-DC MPO Chair     Scott McCullough, L-DC MPO Secretary 
 



From: Bill Nesper [mailto:billnesper@bikeleague.org]  
Sent: Monday, May 19, 2014 3:02 PM 
To: Jessica Mortinger 
Subject: Protect Biking and Walking Federal Funding 
 

Dear Jessica: 

Thank you for you dedication to building a Bicycle Friendly Community.  We appreciate the work you are 
doing to make bicycling safer and more accessible. We wanted to make you aware of a sign on letter for 
Mayor’s, championed by the US Conference of Mayors and the League of Cities, asking Congress to 
continue to support the Transportation Alternatives program. The Transportation Alternatives program 
is the biggest funding source for bicycle and pedestrian projects and an important source of funding for 
small, local transportation projects. Protecting and expanding this funding source ensures communities 
like yours can continue to make it safer and more convenient for people to bicycle (and get the 
recognition for it too)!  

The current transportation bill expires September 30, 2014 and Congress is now debating policy for the 
next bill. Please consider encouraging the mayor to sign onto this letter  to let Congress know that the 
community supports continuing and increasing funding for the Transportation Alternatives 
Program.  We have sent a request directly to your mayor as well. 

Thank you, 

BILL NESPER, Vice President, Programs  
BILL@BIKELEAGUE.ORG | 202-621-5444 
---------------------------------------------- 
THE LEAGUE OF AMERICAN BICYCLISTS 
WWW.BIKELEAGUE.ORG 
TWITTER | FACEBOOK | YOUTUBE 
Make every ride count in the National Bike Challenge -- it's fun, free and ALL NEW in 2014! Register 
today! 
  

 

  

 

mailto:billnesper@bikeleague.org
http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/USCM%20NLC%20TAP%20Transportation%20Program%20Signon%20Letter.pdf
http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/USCM%20NLC%20TAP%20Transportation%20Program%20Signon%20Letter.pdf
mailto:CAROLYN@BIKELEAGUE.ORG
tel:202-621-5444
http://www.facebook.com/leagueamericanbicyclists
https://twitter.com/BikeLeague
http://www.facebook.com/leagueamericanbicyclists
http://www.youtube.com/user/bikeleaguevideo
https://nationalbikechallenge.org/
https://nationalbikechallenge.org/
https://nationalbikechallenge.org/


 
 
 

 
(date of letter will be when signatures are added) 
 
The Honorable Barbara Boxer  
Chairman 
Senate Environment and Public Works Committee 
Washington, DC 20510 
 
Dear Chairman Boxer: 
 
As representatives of the nation’s cities, we are writing to convey our support for the 
Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) that was first authorized in the “Moving 
Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act” (MAP-21) and enacted in 2012. This new 
initiative simply reinforces the importance of local elected officials being at the table to 
ensure that we secure maximum economic and transportation benefits from available 
federal resources. 

Since then, TAP resources have been allocated to cities, counties and regions, supporting 
local elected leaders in advancing investments in transportation alternatives that enhance 
the safety and performance of our highway and street networks. For some time, mayors 
and other city elected officials have been strong partners with you and others in Congress 
on surface transportation, especially as you affirm the important role of local elected 
leaders in deciding how federal resources are invested, as you did in establishing the TAP 
Program. We thank you for responding to our recommendations to localize more of the 
available federal highway program resources. 

As you move forward with MAP-21 renewal, we are supportive of technical adjustments 
to make the TAP program more effective in support of local project needs. As one 
example, we urge you to follow the STP Program by delivering obligation authority with 
the formula program funds, as the STP program has provided since 1992. This would be 
a significant improvement over current law. 

As city officials, we thank you for your leadership on this program, and we urge you to 
continue to affirm the role of local elected leaders as you advance legislation renewing 
MAP-21. We appreciate this opportunity to share our views with you.  

Sincerely, 



The U.S. Conference of Mayors : Letter of Support for the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP)

http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/[5/28/2014 9:09:49 AM]

 

To have your Mayor listed as a signatory to The U.S. Conference of Mayors/National League of

Cities sign-on letter (view letter), conveying the support of local elected officials for the

Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) to the Chairman of the Senate Environment and

Public Works Committee and other Congressional transportation leaders, please fill out the form

below. If you have any questions, please contact Kevin McCarty, Assistant Executive Director,

at kmccarty@usmayors.org or 202-861-6728. Thank you for your support of this important

issue!

Mayor's First Name:

Mayor's Last Name:

City:

State: Choose One

Contact First Name:

Contact Last Name:

Contact E-Mail Address:

 

© Copyright 2014. The United States Conference of Mayors.
1620 Eye Street, Northwest - Washington, DC 20006
p. (202) 293-7330 f. (202) 293-2352 e. info@usmayors.org

http://usmayors.org/
http://usmayors.org/meetmayors/
http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/default.asp
http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/default.asp
http://usmayors.org/bestpractices/
http://usmayors.org/meetings/
http://usmayors.org/business/
http://usmayors.org/about/
http://usmayors.org/transportationalternativesletter/USCM NLC TAP Transportation Program Signon Letter.pdf
http://usmayors.org/database_searchID.asp?idnumber=1023
http://usmayors.org/database_searchID.asp?idnumber=65
http://usmayors.org/about/overview.asp
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