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Transportation 2040 Update:  
Themes and Priorities 

As of June 1, 2017 
 
 
Executive Summary: 
On a scale of 1 to 5, with 1 being the lowest satisfaction and 5 being the highest satisfaction, survey 
respondents ranked the following categories.  

Typical auto/car experience satisfaction:  
Summary of results:  

• Survey participants feel the roads are in 
need of repair (41%), and that drivers do 
not follow rules of the road (31%). 

 
Typical bicycling experience satisfaction: 
Summary of results: 

• Surveyed community members indicate 
that bicycle routes are incomplete; 
participants also feel that there needs to 
be more and safer bicycles routes. 

 
Typical transit/bus experience satisfaction: 
Summary of results: 

• Lawrence respondents feel there is a lack 
of transit amenities such as benches and 
shelters and would also like to see 
expanded transit hours, more frequent 
service and bus service on Sundays. 

• Baldwin City and Eudora would like to 
see transit service expand to their areas. 

 
Typical walking experience satisfaction: 
Summary of results: 

• Respondents feel that sidewalks are in 
need of repair and that the sidewalk 
network is incomplete. 

• Participants desire amenities to make the 
environment safer and more comfortable. 
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Other themes and priorities:  

• Participants are generally satisfied with the transportation system (overall average of 3.59 on a 
scale from 1-5, 1 being the lowest satisfaction and 5 being the highest satisfaction), but there is 
room for improvement.  

• Walking was the highest rated satisfaction; bicycling was the lowest rating satisfaction.  
• Respondents indicated that they mostly use auto/cars (86%) and walking/sidewalks (77%) as 

modes of transportation throughout the county. 
• Lawrence respondents feel bicycling should be easier to use, Eudora and Lecompton would like auto 

transportation to be easier to use, and Baldwin City would like walking to be easier to use.  

{The top priority for the Lawrence-Douglas County MPO should be to move people} 

 
 
 
 

Top priority for creating jobs – 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Top priority for moving people – 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Top priority for protecting  
the environment – 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Top priority for strengthening 
neighborhoods – 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Improve employees’ access to 
current employment centers 

Maintain existing roads, sidewalks, 
and bikeways 

Reduce reliance on fossil fuels 

Provide streets/sidewalks that are 
comfortable for bicycles and 

pedestrians 
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Sampling of Respondents:  
Specific questions allowed respondents to write in an “Other” answer.  Below are a sampling of these written 
comments. If a comment was stated multiple times, the number of times the comment was provided is shown 
in parentheses. 
 
 
 
Satisfaction of typical auto/car experience –   
 
Written Comments:  

• Bicyclists do not follow the rules of the road (8)  
• Widen the west leg of the SLT to 4 lanes  
• Few high speed routes within the City of Lawrence and other communities. Lack of freeways 

connecting key roads that lie in different parts of the county and City of Lawrence  
• I would prefer to walk or bike to work, but I am uncomfortable riding my bike on the major roads  
• Intersection signalization (27) 

• Invest in syncing up the stop light system to better move traffic through town.  This can also 
discourage speeding create more dependable traffic patterns.  Please don't widen any 
other roads besides planned arteries!  No more mini highways through town.  

• Love that the K-10 extension is finally finished. Saves me 30 min per day  
• Rural roads need shoulders and safer roadsides  
• The roads are in terrible condition and there are not enough sidewalks that are walkable.   
• Traffic laws aren't enforced 
• Walking routes are not safe from vehicular traffic.  

 
 

Satisfaction of typical bicycling experience –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Attitudes towards bicyclists (16) 
• Aggression from motorists is the main concern I have when cycling through town.  

• Bike lanes start and end abruptly without warning cyclists or drivers that bikes will start to share 
the lane with vehicles.  This seems to especially be a problem at roundabouts.  Drivers need 
education about how to pass cyclists safely. 3 feet to pass! 

• Bike/ped. infrastructure is treated as an afterthought, to be implemented if convenient, and not as 
a priority over auto infrastructure. 

• Complete the Loop! 
• Generally poor connectivity of routes 
• Lack of education/obeying traffic laws (18) 

• Drivers are unaware/not used to bicyclists/sharing the road with bicyclists (11) 
• Need more shared use paths.  Do not feel safe on streets even with bike lanes. 
• Road conditions (10) 

• Extremely risky to travel by bicycle in Lawrence. Roads are bumpy, and drivers tail 
bicyclists, and many do not seem to understand hand signals. Bicyclists also do not always 
obey the rules of the road themselves... It is all a bit of a disaster. 
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• Safety (41) 
• Bicycle paths that are on the side of the road usually collect trash, sand, salt, and other 

debris that are obstacles for cyclists and make it difficult to stay on the bicycle path. 
(which means swerving into the car lane/ that is dangerous)   

• We need more/safer/wider bike lanes throughout all of Lawrence.  
• The "bicycle network" is not really incomplete - its non-existent, at least as regards to bike use for 

transportation (in contrast with recreation/exercise)  

 
 
Satisfaction of typical transit/bus experience –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Bus schedule/hours of operation (40) 
• Earlier/later bus service (11) 
• No Sunday T-Lift or Buses (9)  
• I often can walk to destination faster than I can walk to bus stop, wait, and travel.  

• Don't believe bus is utilized enough for the amount it is costing city 
• Eudora needs a bus system!  
• If the route doesn't require transfer its fine.  But most transfer rides take too long, which is a typical 

problem in other cities too.   
• Lawrence transit and K-10 Connector don't coordinate at all.  Makes getting out of Lawrence 

difficult.   
• No service to Baldwin City  
• Poor planning for Greyhound bus station  
• Public transit to Topeka & more often to KC/OP area  
• Routes too complicated for intuitive use. Would be easier if they traveled primarily along one 

street out and back.  
• Shelter and bench at each stop  

 
 
Satisfaction of typical walking experience –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Bike/ped infrastructure should not be an afterthought, only available after roads are paid for. 
Existing budget should include bike/ped, not be something in addition to existing budget.  

• Homeowners and businesses let plant overgrowth block the sidewalks. 
• I want complete streets! 
• In the winter, not all the sidewalks are clean and free from snow / ice, even after days after the 

weather event 
• Lack of sidewalks and trails/need on both sides of the road (17) 

• We should have sidewalks on both sides of every street as well as safe crosswalks. 
• Maintenance (10) 

• I'm a runner and often choose to run on road because in better repair than sidewalk 
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• Sidewalks in Lawrence are the worst I've ever seen- incredibly uneven, if there is even a 
sidewalk at all 

• Roundabouts can be challenging 
• Safety (15)  

• It's not safe or easy for people with strollers or my aging parents who roll their ankles a 
lot.  There's either not enough shade, nothing helpful in walking distance, or the sidewalks 
are not well maintained/bumpy and poorly lit.   

• Safety concerns include inadequate lighting at night and drivers' inattention and/or 
unconcern for pedestrians 

• Sidewalks should be city's responsibility and part of the transportation budget. Shifting to 
landowners will unfairly burden low-income, while subsidizing west Lawrence high value property 
owners, and fail to meet the needs of the community. 

• Traffic laws (10) 
• Drivers do not pay attention to crosswalks, signals, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 

Top priority for creating jobs –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Adequate parking for employees in existing job areas, especially downtown.   
• Bike/ped. (13) 

• Make riding a bike to work a better option by improving the network and making it safer 
to commute across town by bike 

• Commuter/regional transit (18) 
• Commuter train between Topeka--Lawrence--Kansas City. It would dramatically improve 

quality of life in the region and promote better match between employee/employer. 
• Have JCCC Bus stop in Eudora en-route from Lawrence to JCCC and from JCCC back to 

Eudora  
• Topeka shuttle (2) 

• Complete 4 lanes of SLT 
• Comprehensive transit system  
• I would like to see the city, county, and state take the lead in lessening the need for fossil fuels and 

exploring options to make mass transportation vehicles operate on sustainable, renewable fuel 
sources.  This would necessitate a new breed of energy worker to help maintain these 
vehicles/infrastructures with lessening outlay to the fossil fuel industry.  

 
 
  

Improve employees’ access to 
current employment centers 
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Top priority for moving people –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Bike/ped. (12) 
• I'd like Lawrence to improve walkability and livability over travel time.  We need to 

decrease and slow traffic through neighborhoods and increase flow at main arteries 
• Improve sidewalk access for people with disabilities and seniors with mobility limitations  
• We need better pedestrian routes across or over major roadways  

• Doing what can be done to improve air quality. Several cities in Europe and Asia are banning 
vehicles in city centers on certain days. That will have to happen here the way that air quality is 
declining.  

• Track accident locations, lessen risks (intersections).   
• Transit (19) 

• Create a better bus system that requires less wait time, has sitting/shelter, and provides 
time of arrival on site.  

• Prioritize transit and bike travel speed over auto.  It's just more efficient.   
• I would advocate for improving transit efficiency as opposed to simply maintaining it.  
• Other or more efficient public transit/park and ride to downtown   
• It would be nice to have limited bus service between Baldwin and Lawrence, and between 

Eudora and Lawrence.  
• We should be able to move people in multiple ways while preserving the quality and social 

functions of neighborhoods.  

 
 
Top priority for protecting the environment –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Improve public/ mass transit. 
• Offer better engineered routes so more people taking cleaner transit than congesting traffic and 

increasing emissions through their own driving of personal cars. 
• Pick up the parks along the walkways.  This is visual and actual pollution as most have running 

water moving through at certain points. 
• Reduce noise pollution 
• Reduce reliance on foreign oil.  
• Reduce VMT's by offering viable transportation alternatives.  
• Stop running big empty busses for a handful of people, who could be better served by non-diesel 

vans with less harmful emissions. 
 
 

  

Maintain existing roads, sidewalks, 
and bikeways 

Reduce reliance on fossil fuels 
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Top priority for strengthening neighborhoods –  
 
Written Comments:  

• Better monitoring of unsafe driving, especially in school zones  
• Create free public spaces where community members can see each other, chat, and social 

connections that build community 
• Decrease speed bumps, "calmers" - major intersection roundabouts okay; decrease cul de sacs, 

winding streets - increase grid.  
• Improve energy/networking infrastructure to be able to handle alternate sources of energy and 

the ability to easily expand network infrastructure for the highest internet speeds possible. 
• Maximizing good access to all roads to distribute traffic and avoid congestion  
• On shared use pathways - pedestrian and bikes, make sure each knows their responsibilities, like 

riders telling walkers "passing on your left" and making sure walkers stay single file on the right.  
Common courtesy is needed and it goes a long way.   

• Provide more lighting in neighborhoods so they are safe  
• School buses should pick up kids at a lesser distance than the current 2.5 miles or more.  Not 

environmentally friendly nor Family Friendly or convenient  
• When saying minimizing neighborhood cut through traffic, it means doing so with better access to 

arterial streets, not creating more dead-end or cul-de-sac neighborhoods with streets that do not 
connect. 

• While minimizing traffic in residential neighborhoods, especially cut-through traffic, is good, these 
residential "islands" with one or two ingress/egress points are a nightmare for cyclists. When 
restricting access to neighborhoods, provide accommodations for non-auto traffic. 

 
 

Provide streets/sidewalks that are 
comfortable for bicycles and 

pedestrians 


