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B.   Decoration of Lots and Burial Spaces 
 

In order to provide a clean and easily maintained facility, the Cemetery Supervisor or assignee 
will remove decorations placed outside the approved border (see below) or placed on the 
headstone on the following schedule. The removal period is the first full week of June after 
Memorial Day. Non-floral items will be retained for one month. Family members can pick up 
their items from the Cemetery Supervisor or designee. 

 
Borders around Upright Markers 
Borders around grave markers are permitted in Oak Hill and Maple Grove cemeteries in 
sections where upright markers are permitted. Borders are allowed but must be constructed 
of metal, plastic, or stone edging. Borders must be placed no more six (6) inches from the 
base of the marker and enclose three sides of the property around the main grave marker or 
monument. Borders must be no higher than four (4) inches above the ground. Borders are 
not allowed on secondary markers, including secondary burial markers or veteran markers. 
Mulch, pebbles, rocks, gravel or granite chips may be used as filler between the border wall 
and the grave marker or monument.  

Areas Where Borders are Prohibited 
Borders are prohibited in Memorial Park Cemetery and in the Veteran’s area in Oak Hill 
Cemetery where flat markers are required.  
 
Floral Decorations  
Floral decorations are permitted graveside in all cemeteries but must be placed no more 
than six (6) inches from the marker. These decorations must be placed on the side of the 
marker that faces the burial site. Cemetery staff will remove all items placed or moved 
outside of the six (6) inch area.   

Shepherd Hooks 
One metal shepherd hook shall be permitted per plot in Oak Hill and Maple Grove Cemeteries 
(single or double type hook). It must not exceed five (5) feet in height and must be placed within 
6 inches of the marker.  The hook may contain no more than one flower basket and/or wind 
chime per hook depending on if the hook is a single or double.  The hook should be occupied by 
an item on each side if a double or on the one side if it is a single.  Attachment of any other item 
to the hook is not permitted. Shepherd hooks will be removed by cemetery staff if flower baskets 
have been removed or flowers are no longer viable. It will also be removed during clean up if it is 
located in a prohibited area.  Shepherd hooks are prohibited in Memorial Park Cemetery and the 
following sections of Oak Hill Cemetery: Section #16 and the Veteran’s area.  
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Personal Items 
Personal items are permitted graveside but must be placed inside the approved border area 
and be no taller than twelve (12) inches. National, state or organizational flags of a 
conservative size are allowed but must be within the guidelines. These decorations must be 
placed on the side of the marker that faces the burial site between the border wall and the 
edge of the main grave marker or monument. Cemetery staff will remove all items placed or 
moved outside of the border area. Non-floral items will be retained for one month. Family 
members can pick up their items from the Cemetery Supervisor or designee. All permanent 
decorations must be placed securely on the headstone foundations. 

Memorial Day Decorations  
It is understood that graveside decorations may exceed the limits of these rules in 
observance of the Memorial Day holiday. If they do not present a safety issue or infringe on 
other grave spaces, decorations will be permitted to stay in place the week before and after 
Memorial Day. 

Miscellaneous Prohibited Items 
The placing of seasonal flags or banners, any glass items, pinwheels, chairs, benches, 
unattached vases, urns, or decorations “on a stick” and similar articles upon lots or burial 
spaces is not permitted.  

Decorations on Trees and Shrubs                                                                                                 
Decorations attached to trees or shrubs shall not be permitted and will be removed without 
notice. 

Decoration of Plots and Areas with No Burials 
Decoration of plots and areas containing no burial or behind memorials is not permitted. 

Fences 
Fences, railings, curbs, hedges and other lot or burial space borders are not allowed. Exception: 
Borders around markers as described above in Borders around Upright Markers. 
 
Neglected Decoration Removal 
Decorations will be removed by cemetery crews in their sole discretion, guidelines for 
removal are when they become dead, faded, broken, neglected, abandoned, or anything of a 
similar nature (particularly artificial flowers).  

Trees and Shrubs                                                                                                                                           
The Cemetery Supervisor has authority in the planting of all trees, shrubs and plants within 
the cemetery grounds. It will be left to the Supervisor’s discretion as to what and where 
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items can be planted. Any trees, shrubs or plants that have declined in health and/or are a 
safety hazard will be removed. 

Donations 
Trees, shrubs, plants, park benches, or other items donated to or planted in the cemetery 
becomes the property of the City and shall be subject to these rules and regulations. 

Temporary Markers 
A temporary marker may be placed immediately following a burial.  This marker will remain 
at the grave site for one year. 

 
Finalized November 14, 2018 
Will take effect January 1, 2019 
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