
Short-Term Rentals 
(STRs)



What is a STR?

STRs provide sleeping accommodations on a 
short-term basis

The property owner may or may not be present 
during the stay

Technology improvements have helped 
improve STRs popularity



What are some 
STR 
platforms?

Airbnb is the largest STR platform in 
Lawrence

Approximately 130 active STRs 

Other platforms:
VRBO, HomeAway, FlipKey



Are STRs 
currently 
allowed?

STRs are not currently a permitted land use

Enforcement of STRs is complaint driven



What are some 
positive 
impact of 
STRs?

Sales tax and transient guest tax revenues
 Airbnb has an agreement with the State of Kansas 

to collect and remit sales tax and transient guest 
tax from Airbnb users

Additional income for hosts/operators
 Help with property maintenance, mortgages, etc. 

Provides alternatives to traditional hotels, 
motels, and bed & breakfasts 

Accommodates peak demand events

Can keep vacant properties from becoming 
blighted

Helps guests “live like a local”



What are some 
negative 
impact of 
STRs?

Neighborhood impacts
Not knowing who is staying in STRs

Over-occupied

Party houses

Safety
 For hosts/operators, guests, neighbors

Reduces affordable housing stock

Traffic and parking



What are 
potential code 
standards that 
will be 
considered for 
the draft 
regulations?

Whether STRs should be limited to certain 
zoning districts

Whether STRs should be licensed and what fee 
would need to be collected to cover costs of 
regulation

Whether STRs must take place in an owner-
occupied dwelling unit

What housing types are appropriate for STR 
use

Whether STRs require and inspection (similar 
to the rental inspection program)



What are 
potential code 
standards that 
will be 
considered for 
the draft 
regulations?

 Whether existing occupancy limits should be 
maintained for STR use

 Whether STRs should be limited to a certain 
number of rentals per year

 Whether there should be limit on the number of 
STR units owned by individuals or corporations

 Whether a notice should be given to neighbors 
when a STR is established

Whether owners should provide the City  
and neighbors contact information to address 
nuisance complains and other issues that may arise

 Whether proof of insurance should be required to 
operate an STR



What will the 
regulation 
development 
process look 
like?

 Input from stakeholders and community 
members

Use that information to develop a draft 
ordinance

Take draft ordinance to City Commission
Tentatively scheduled for the November 14, 

2017 work session

No formal action will be taken at that 
meeting

Will receive additional feedback and 
determine next steps



How can I 
provide input?

Submit written testimony to Danielle 
Buschkoetter at 
dbuschkoetter@lawrenceks.org by 
October 13

Take the STR survey online at 
www.lawrenceks.org/Lawrence-listens. 

Survey will be available Sept. 26 through 
October 13

Attend November 14 study session 
(tentative date)
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