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Bobbie Walthall

To: Diane Stoddard
Subject: RE: Please consider this information for the June 9 Study Session on Housing...thank 

you

 

From: Pat Benabe [mailto:patb42@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, May 26, 2015 12:12 PM 
To: Jeremy Farmer 
Cc: Mike Amyx; Leslie Soden; Stuart Boley; Matthew Herbert; Diane Stoddard 
Subject: Please consider this information for the June 9 Study Session on Housing...thank you 
 

 
The Housing Situation in Lawrence 

Pat Benabe 
 
 

There is often talk about the need for “affordable” housing in our city. However, 
“affordable” is a coded word which does not mean that it includes the extremely low-
income population. And in Lawrence there are many individuals and families who fall into 
this extremely low-income category.  
 
The latest Census figures show Douglas County to have a poverty rate of 19.5 %. This 
translates to 20,317 people. That is a lot of people considering the total population for 
Douglas County is only 114,322. And according to USA City Facts the poverty rate for 
Lawrence itself is at 24.8%. Keep in mind that many people are not counted in the census, 
and the cut off for any income category is one cent, making the real numbers much 
higher. 
 
The National Low-Income Housing Coalition has found that in Kansas if you are a 
minimum wage earner you must work 76 hours a week to be able to afford a fair market 
two-bedroom apartment. Yet, the Section 8 program which was created to subsidize low-
wage earners only provides help for 1 in 4 people who qualify. This program is severely 
underfunded with more cuts on the table due in the near future. 
 
According to a report submitted on September 15, to the United Nations, Universal 
Periodic Review of Housing and Homelessness in the United States, they found that: 
“Over half of all American renters pay more than 30% of their income for housing. For 
extremely low-income income (ELI) households, the percentage paying more than half of 
their income in rent jumps to 76%. This problem is in part caused by the lack of available, 
'affordable' housing for low-income renters. Average rents increased by an estimated 4.5 
percent in 2013 across the nation, and are expected to increase by at least 4% per year 
through 2015. On top of the existing gap in availability of affordable units, the supply of 
low-income cost units has declined since 2007.” And “...HUD's budget has decreased by 
more than 56% since its high point in 1978, leading to the loss of 
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approximately 10,000 units of federally-subsidized low income housing each year.” 
 
Our Housing Authority has a combined total of 1046 public housing and subsidized units. 
This leaves the majority poverty wage earners, the disabled and fixed income people 
without any help at all.  
 
HUD wants to get out of the public housing business and is looking to privatize what it has 
left. Maintenance funding has been severely cut back and new construction has been nil 
for decades. This does not bode well for extremely low and fixed income people forcing 
many into homelessness. 
 
We can see the increase in homelessness by looking at our own shelter which has been 
at capacity since it opened it's doors almost 2 years ago. The numbers are not dropping. 
In fact, they estimate a 13% increase in people needing shelter just this year. People are 
turned away daily for lack of space. Enlarging the shelter should not be considered as an 
option as it is extremely expensive and is not an answer to the shortage of extremely low 
and low-income rentals. Shelters have their place but not as options to safe, adequate and 
most of all permanent housing. 
 
We could do much better if we stopped accepting the stereotypes of homeless people and 
blaming them for their situations and focus on the root causes of homelessness and 
creating solutions to the housing problem. All studies from national coalitions dealing with 
homelessness have proven that housing people is much cheaper in the long run. For 
when we don't house people, it costs us so much more in terms of incarcerating people, 
emergency room visits, mental health problems, and broken lives.  
According to the report submitted to the United Nations,“The United States is under 
obligation to protect the human right to adequate housing under numerous treaties and 
declarations, and “...to meet the needs for adequate housing at an affordable price for all 
segments of American society...” We would do a whole lot better if we honored our 
treaties and declaration obligations and focus on better better ways ways to address the 
shortage of affordable units in our city. It's time to start looking at housing as a human 
right and stop criminalizing and demonizing those who cannot, for whatever reason, afford 
a place to live.  
 
A good start would be to pressure our elected officials to adequately fund programs such 
as new construction of public housing units and Section 8. In years past, the public 
housing program produced million of jobs too. So unless we act the problem of 
homelessness will continue to grow along with the costs of inaction. 
 
"Housing Crisis, Condition: Critical 
The opening of general public emergency shelters in 1983 shows a clear connection 
between the drop in federal funding for affordable housing and the birth of massive 
contemporary homelessness"  For more information please read the Without Housing 
Report at www.wraphome.org 
 


