


317 Boulder Street 
Lawrence, Kansas 666049 
March 4, 2019 
 
Dear City Commissioners: 
 
I am concerned about the city ordinance regarding Airbnb’s, VRBO’s, and other 
nightly rentals.  The reality of life is that everyone is really busy and leaves 
policymaking up to those elected to do so.  The time most of us become involved is 
when we realize the consequences of a decision as it applies to us. 
 
A friend of mine lives on Holiday Drive and told me about the Airbnb that is being 
proposed for her neighborhood, so I started thinking about how I would feel if it was 
my neighborhood.   I don’t know if it is too late to express my concerns about having 
a non-owner occupied short-term rental home in an established neighborhood.  
Even a hotel has a person at a desk to check people in and help them and make sure 
there are no problems in the hotel.    
 
When someone buys a house in a residential neighborhood, that person expects 
neighbors who live there for a relatively long period of time so that they know each 
other and watch out for each other.  Neighbors should not have to worry each 
evening about who is “living” next door.  If the owner of the house is there, then 
there is someone who has an interest in keeping the home and neighborhood safe. 
 
Otherwise, neither the neighbors nor the owner has any idea who is renting for the 
night – drug dealers, human traffickers, a pastor, family of four...  But each night the 
renters change.  This doesn’t sound like a home in a residential neighborhood.  It is 
more like a commercial setting. 
 
I hope it is possible to change the ordinance in the future, but at the least I hope this 
particular permit is denied so that Holiday Drive neighborhood keeps its strong 
relationship with each other without having to worry about who is staying in the 
untended home. 
 
With concern,  
 
Diane Grant Low 
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