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Bobbie Walthall

To: Brandon McGuire
Subject: RE: 19th Street design proposal

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Carol <carol.bowen@gmail.com> 
Date: April 26, 2018 at 10:56:12 PM CDT 
To: Stuart Boley <sboley@lawrenceks.org>, Larsen Lisa <llarsen@lawrenceks.org>, Matthew 
Herbert <matthewjherbert@gmail.com>, Leslie Soden <lsoden@lawrenceks.org>, 
jananda@lawrenceks.org 
Cc: Carol Bowen <carolb@sunflower.com> 
Subject: 19th Street design proposal 

The new comprehensive plan calls for more attention to the integrity of existing neighborhoods. The 
19th Street design proposal would encourage more traffic than necessary and would be a 
barrier/separator. If we really are interested in supporting older neighborhoods, 19th Street should 
be rebuilt in its current footprint, and sidewalks should be continuous and usable. 19th Street should 
continue to function as a collector. If there is a connection to O'Connell Road, Venture Park drivers 
should expect to travel on a residential collector (19th) appropriately.  

 
We cannot continue the practice of allowing collector streets to become minor arterials. Collector 
streets serve a specific purpose, and yet, we are eliminating them, encroaching on neighborhoods, 
in the process. Changing a collector to a minor arterial affects the quality of life and property values. 
The neighborhoods along 19th already have some sense of urban density, and 19th Street functions 
well as a collector in spite of its disrepair. City staff is working hard to incorporate Complete Streets. 
Kudos for that. However, the bottom line is to rebuild 19th street as a collector. Show the 
neighborhoods that the city cares. That bit of attention will eventually be reflected with a sense of 
renewal, a spruced up appearance, and maybe some redevelopment. 
 
The width and direction of O'Connell Road is intimidating. It's too large and disproportionate to 19th 
Street. And, O'Connell is turned to deliberately anticipate a large volume of traffic at a greater speed 
flowing onto 19th. A truly urban street does not have to be wide. Urban traffic does not have to move 
faster. There is no grid in the proposed design. This design is suburban thinking crammed into an 
already urban environment.  

  

Here are my suggestions for you to consider: 

1.     “Remodel” 19th Street as a collector street including sidewalks and bike lanes (if possible). 
Add block and midblock crosswalks to maintain neighborhood unity and Safe Routes to 
School. Add traffic calming.  

2.     Create an internal street system for East Hills and Venture Park, combined. Have access 
points to 23rd Street. 

  

We can achieve urbanism and we can grow our transportation systems without using brute force. 
The current design proposal would be devastating to the areas around 19th Street. We can do better. 
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Sincerely, 
 
Carol Bowen 
 
403 Dakota Street 
Lawrence, KS  66046 
(785) 842-9082 
carolb@sunflower.com 
 

 



1

Bobbie Walthall

From: pkehde@sunflower.com

Sent: Friday, April 27, 2018 1:46 PM

To: Bobbie Walthall

Subject: Letter tothe City Commissioners regarding design guidelines to widen 19th St and 

connect to O'Connell Rd

 
Dear Commissioners: 
 
The City Commission meeting this coming Tuesday, May 1, will consider a RFQ for designs for the 
O’Connell Road connection to East 19th St. and widening of 19th St. between Harper and O’Connell to 
47 feet, double the size it is now.  This project has been in the CIP for several years, and our 
neighborhoods we have protested this project for those years. 
 
The neighborhoods that border 19th St. are Brook Creek, Barker, University Place, and Schwegler.  As 
neighborhood associations, all have signed letters protesting this project.  And many people in these 
neighborhoods have for the past year brought forward petitions with 100s of signatures, appeared at 
city planning and transportation commission meetings, and written letters to the City Commissioners 
protesting the inclusion of this item in the CIP.  We had been told that the inclusion of this project in 
the CIP for the coming year would be discussed at the City Commission Study Session on May 8, 
2018.  However, now it seems that the inclusion of this project is a done deal and the City 
Commission will now be asked to approve design guidelines for this project, not whether the project 
goes forward at all. 
 
Under the Strategic Planning Guidelines for City Commissioners that Mayor Boley told us about, three 
of the tenets that seem particularly germane to this issue are “Safe and Healthy and Welcoming 
Neighborhoods” and “Innovative Infrastructure and Asset Management” and “Collaborative 
Solutions”.  The neighborhoods listed above constitute an urban environment for the older part of 
town.  They will continue to be “safe and healthy” places if the fabric of the smaller houses, narrow 
streets and walking and biking paths is not torn apart.  As for “innovation”, our neighbors in these 
areas have brought forward new ideas about how to allow emergency vehicles and buses into and 
out of Venture Park, either by transponder gates, or by a one-way entrance much like the one at 23rd 
and Vermont. And these “collaborative solutions” offered by our neighborhoods have been completely 
and utterly ignored by the City Engineer and other city officials. 
 
Once again we ask that the City Commission refuse to widen 19th St. to the width of 47 feet, thus 
opening the possibility for much more traffic driving fast onto 19th St.  Because 19th St. is a narrow 
neighborhood street, with many driveways spilling into it, and narrow front yards for all the 
affordable houses and bungalows located on it, especially between Haskell and Harper more traffic is 
a danger, both to people and to housing values. 
 
Three schools ,Cordley, Lawrence High, and Kennedy, are on or near 19th St. and all have Safe 
School Routes right on 19th Street.  Is encouraging much more traffic traveling on a narrow street 
with kids, parents, bikes a good way to sustain a “safe, healthy and welcoming community”? 
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Please vote no on this RFQ proposal.  Keep 19th St. 22 feet wide, improve the road, build sidewalks, 
sewers, but do not connect it to O’Connell Road without some kind of barrier that protects 19th St. 
from traffic coming off 23rd street to cut through our neighborhoods to get to KU and 
downtown.  Massachusetts Street, Naismith and 23rd St. are designed for such traffic not 19th St. 
 
Sincerely  
Pat Kehde 
1636 Learnard 
Lawrence, KS66044 
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