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Description + photos of building and area
The mural will be painted on the south-facing wall of Mass Street Music, 
located at 1347 Massachusetts Street. The mural will be visible to traffic going 
north on Massachusetts Street and will be visible from classroom windows at 
Liberty Memorial Central Middle School. The mural will also be visible by 
traffic and pedestrians traveling along 14th Street.

Technical feasibility – materials, permanence
The wall will be prepared for painting using exterior latex primer. The artists 
will use high-quality aerosol acrylic mural paint and seal with anti-graffiti 
sealer.



Description + photos of building and area
A Photoshop version of the finished mural is attached.

The mural will be approximately 8’ x 12’



Historical, neighborhood and cultural context

An independent institution that has instilled so much joy, passion and goodwill in the people 
of Kansas (and beyond), Mass Street Music has long committed itself to the preservation and 
restoration of musical instruments. For decades, it’s been successful despite the rise of big box 
stores and ecommerce. Owners Jim Baggett and Rick Dishinger, together with Greg Smith, 
founded the store in 1978, dedicating themselves to the crafting and repairing of acoustic 
instruments. The store has moved and evolved, occupying a relatively “quieter” part of 
Downtown Lawrence at 1347 Massachusetts Street since 1983. With small town atmosphere 
and world class service, it specializes in retail and repair. “There seems to be a general 
goodwill toward this kind of old-fashioned business. We get a lot of compliments,” he says on 
his website.



Historical, neighborhood and cultural context (continued)
Music and the prairie have been intertwined for many years. My mural proposal, which is also sure 
to garner compliments from visitors to the store, is of a Flint Hills sunset during a prairie burn. Fires 
are started naturally or by man, both accidentally and intentionally as is the case during annual 
prairie burns. The Plains Indians started fires to attract game to new grasses. They sometimes 
referred to fire as the "Red Buffalo." Ranchers today start fires to improve cattle forage and for 
prairie health. To me, the prairie fires are a symbol or renewal and are necessary for the preservation 
of the prairie.

Making music is symbolic of our local community, and arguably part of its health. More broadly, 
each year Symphony in the Flint Hills hosts a large concert to heighten appreciation and knowledge 
of the Tallgrass Prairie in the Kansas Flint Hills. They work to build awareness for the last stand of 
tallgrass prairie ecosystem. The land and landscape are central to our culture. Symphony in the Flint 
Hills organizers answer the call to stewardship with education. They collaborate with musicians, 
artists, historians, scientists, and community members to advance both the traditions of yesterday 
and changes for the future. Symphony in the Flint Hills helps sustain the region’s unique culture and 
landscape. I feel Mass Street Music is an appropriate place for a mural celebrating traditions of 
preservation and restoration of the Kansas Flint Hills.



Resume and past work
Artist Louis Copt will be assisted by two professional mural painters. Resume, 
selected works portfolio and past mural projects are attached.

Letters of support
Letters of support from Liberty Memorial Central Middle School, Bishop 
Seabury Academy and neighbors are attached.

October 4, 2021

Dear Lawrence Cultural Arts Commission,

I am writing to show my support for Louis Copt’s proposed mural on the south wall of Mass Street Mu-
sic.  I live and work on Massachusetts Street. I am a middle school teacher at Liberty Memorial Central 
Middle School. My third-floor classroom faces Massachusetts Street and has a great view of the building.  
I live two blocks south of Mass Street Music, where my son is a regular customer.

Louis has shared his ideas for the mural with me, and I am excited.  The art will add color and beauty to 
the corner. I know my students will enjoy watching the mural take shape. Louis plans to invite a small 
group of students to the site, as the artists prepare the site and begin their work.  Liberty Memorial Cen-
tral prides itself on the rich artistic history of our building.  We are fortunate to have a Wayne Wildcat 
mural in our building, entitled Central Time.  Allowing some of our students to engage with the artists 
will enrich their learning.

During our short story unit, I teach a Toni Cade Bambara story called War of the Wall. The main charac-
ters of the story are angry when an outsider comes to town and starts painting on their beloved neighbor-
hood wall. The characters plan to deface the artist’s work until they discover the mural is a dedication to 
the people of their neighborhood.  After we read the story, we study the murals in Lawrence, the Wall of 
Respect movement, and talk about the value of community art.  This mural outside our classroom win-
dow will add to our discussion.

I am personally familiar with Louis Copt’s artwork, and I am thrilled to have a view of his mural from my 
classroom window. I enthusiastically support this project. 

Thank you for your efforts to promote art in the Lawrence community.

Sincerely, 

Jackie Stafford
English Teacher at Liberty Memorial Central Middle School
Barker Neighborhood Resident



Installation plan and timeline
Upon approval, the artists will begin the painting process observed by selected 
art students from Liberty Memorial Central Middle School and Bishop Seabury 
Academy as soon as possible. Painting of the mural will be completed in one to 
two days, weather permitting

Budget
Artist Louis Copt will pay for the mural project.



Agreement
A signed agreement between Jim Baggett, owner of Mass Street Music, 
and Artist Louis Copt is attached.



Copyright
Artist Louis Copt will retain copyright.

Life expectancy
15 years

Maintenance materials
Artists will maintain a supply of materials for touch-up and potential maintenance.

Text included in the mural
No text will be included in the mural, only the signature of the artist Louis Copt.
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The mural will be 
approximately 
8’ x 12’



Waldo Neighborhood Mural
Kansas City, MO



Flint Hills Mural
Emporia, KS



SELECTED COMMISSION WORK
2020, Waldo Neighborhood Mural, Kansas City, Missouri
2003, “Spring in the Flint Hills” Downtown Emporia Mural, Emporia, Kansas

MUSEUM COLLECTIONS
Wichita Art Museum, Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art, Spencer Museum of Art, 
Marianna Kistler Beach Museum of Art, Coutts Museum of Art

PRIVATE COLLECTIONS
Arrowhead Art Collection, Kansas City Chiefs; Lawrence Memorial Hospital, West 
Campus; Emprise Bank; Kansas State University College of Business 
Administration; Cross-First Bank, Kansas City, Mo; FLH Bank of Topeka; Texas 
A&M University; Russell Stover, Black & Veatch

SPECIAL EXHIBITION
2016, Lawrence Arts Center Annual Benefit Art Auction Featured Exhibiting Artist

www.louiscopt.com
1985-present   Fine Artist

http://www.louiscopt.com/


SELECT PUBLICATIONS
Fine Art Connoisseur 
The Artist’s Magazine, three-time Top Finalist in the Landscape Division
American Artist Magazine
American Art Review

GALLERY REPRESENTATION
Leopold Gallery in Kansas City, Missouri, Reuben Saunders Gallery in Wichita, 
Kansas, Strecker-Nelson Gallery in Manhattan, Kansas

EDUCATION
Art Students League, New York City, NY, Summer 1985
Emporia State University, Emporia, KS, Bachelor of Art in Art, 1971  

www.louiscopt.com
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Isaac Tapia and Rico Alvarez
Professional References



Thank you for your time and consideration. 


