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How things have changed in the last decade

Global, national, 
and local context



A Decade of Growth

MAJOR CHANGES

Local Progress. What has changed

Through the lens of the Climate Protection 
PlanA Decade of 

Progress



2006

• Lawrence 
signed 
the Mayors 
Climate 
Protection 
Agreement

2008

• Greenhouse 
Gas Inventory

2009

• Climate 
Protection Plan

2011

• Peak Oil 
Taskforce 
Report

2012

• Environmental 
Chapter added 
to Horizon 
2020

2016

• STAR 
Community 
Rating

2017

• Lawrence 
signed on to 
the Paris 
climate 
agreement, 
which aims to 
strengthen 
local, regional, 
and global 
approach to 
combating 
climate change

• Food System 
Plan

2019

• Plan 2040

• GHG update



Climate Protection Plan Recommendations

Dedicated Staffing & 
Funding

Strengthen Energy Conservation 
Policies & Building Standards

Improve Transportation 
Efficiency

Incorporate reduction of GHG 
in to Land Use Planning

Leadership in Municipal 
Operations

Water and Waste 
Reduction

Establish Outreach and 
Education Programs



Dedicated Staffing & Funding to Support 
Climate Protection and Sustainability 
Initiatives

Joint city and county 

Sustainability Office 

created in 2010

2 full-time professional 

Sustainability Office staff: 

Director & Food System and 

Sustainability Planner 

Program budget funded 

from the County and City 

General Fund 

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Strengthen Energy Conservation Policies 
and Building Standards

Enhanced building codes to 

increase energy efficiency in 

new constructions and 

remodeling work

Created economic 

incentives to encourage 

construction of energy and 

water efficient certified 

buildings

Reduced building permit 

fees for installing solar 

PV or solar thermal 

projects in Lawrence

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Incorporate reduction of GHG in to Land 
Use Planning

Adoption of Chapter 

16 in Horizon 2020

Complete Streets 

policy adopted and 

recently revised

Adopted Countywide 

Bikeway System Plan 

and T2040 

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Improve Transportation Efficiency

Recently approved 

city-wide traffic 

signal coordination 

and timing study

Lawrence Transit & KU 

Wheels partnership
Dedicated funding for 

pedestrian and bicycle 

infrastructure

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

http://66.147.240.166/~lawrenf4


Establish Outreach and Education 
Programs

Ongoing engagement and 

presentations with school 

and community groups

Take Charge 

Challenge against 

Manhattan

Mayor’s Challenge for 

Water Conservation 

MyWaterPledge.com

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Water and Waste Reduction

Curbside single-

stream recycling EcoFlow Program Yard Waste Composting

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



Leadership in Municipal Operations

Green Bonds Energy Efficiency in 

municipal facilities

Common Ground

CPP 
REOMMENDATIONS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7



26% 17%

Community 

greenhouse gas 

emissions

Municipal 

greenhouse gas 

emissions



STAR Community Rating 
2016
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*Referenced in previous climate plans



Additional actions steps towards progress 

• Housing Affordability

• Public Spaces

• Social & Cultural 
Diversity

• Civic Engagement

• Voter Turnout Rate

• Community Health & 
Health System

• Safe Communities

• Green Stormwater
Infrastructure

• Natural Resource 
Protection



STAR Integration

STAR provides opportunity to support current 
community planning efforts:

• Comprehensive Plan re-write (Plan 2040)

• City Commission Strategic Planning & 
Metrics

• Community Health Plan

• Food System Plan

• T2040 Transportation Plan



What we’ve 
learned





What does the 
next decade 

hold? 



Local Governments are 
taking bolder actions 



HIGH IMPACT PRACTICES
FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENTS TO REDUCE 

EMISSIONS



CLIMATE RESILIENCE

AND 

ADAPTATION
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“I have 

discovered in 

life that there 

are ways of 

getting almost 

anywhere you 

want to go, if 

you really want 

to go.”

― Langston 

Hughes




