
Traffic Calming Request – Kensington Road, between 27th Street & 28th Street 
 

Memorandum 
City of Lawrence  
Public Works Department 
 
TO: David Cronin, City Engineer 
FROM: Zach Baker, Project Engineer 
DATE: 25 October 2017 
RE: Agenda Item for Transportation Commission 11/6/2017: 

Traffic Calming Request – Kensington Road, between 27th Street & 28th 
Street 
 
 

Background 

In July 2017, the Transportation Commission received an official request for Kensington 
Road to be considered for traffic calming between 27th Street & 28th Street. The 
requestor also asked for the yield sign on 28th Street at Kensington Road be replaced 
with a stop sign. Traffic data collected by staff in September of 2017 was used for this 
report. 
 
Details 
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The 85th percentile speed of traffic on Kensington Road is approximately 36 mph, and, 
the 24-hour two-way traffic volume is approximately 1790 between 27th Street and 28th 
Street. The City of Lawrence Traffic Calming Policy is listed below: 
 
Traffic-Calming Devices (except SPEED HUMPS) may be permitted on “collector” streets 
as designated by the City’s Major Thoroughfares Map, under any one of the following 
conditions: 

A. The 85th percentile speed of traffic is 5 mph or greater over the speed limit, or 
B. The 24-hour two-way traffic volume is greater than 3000, or 
C. Cut-through traffic comprises more than 50% of the traffic during the peak hour 

of the day, or 
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D. More than 50% of the frontage of the roadway consists of residential lots with 
the houses facing the roadway in question, or 

E. Where no single condition is satisfied, but where any two of A, B, C or D above 
are satisfied to the extent of 80% or more of the stated values. 

 
 
Traffic volumes for this street segment are below the 3000 vehicle per day threshold for 
considering the installation of traffic calming devices. However, the 85th percentile speed 
of 36 mph in this block is > 5 mph over the speed limit of 30 mph. Therefore, condition 
“A” is satisfied. Cut-through traffic on Rockledge is > 50%, therefore, condition “C” is 
also satisfied.  Condition “D” is satisfied as well since > 50% of the frontage of the 
roadway consists of residential lots with the houses facing the roadway.  
 
Crash data was obtained for this block as well. Since 2014 there have been 2 reported 
accidents between 27th Street and 28th Street.  
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Criteria for the use of stop signs are listed below. 
 
The use of STOP signs on the minor-street approaches should be considered if 
engineering judgement indicates that a stop is always required because of one or more 
of the following conditions: 
 

A. The vehicular traffic volumes on the through street or highway exceed 6,000 
vehicles per day; 

B. A restricted view exists that requires road users to stop in order to adequately 
observe conflicting traffic on the through street or highway; and/or 

C. Crash records indicate that three or more crashes that are susceptible to 
correction by the installation of a STOP sign have been reported within a 2-year 
period. Such crashes include right-angle collisions involving road users on the 
minor-street approach failing to yield the right of way to traffic on the through 
street or highway. 

 
The intersection of 28th Street and Kensington Road does not meet any of the conditions 
above for consideration of installation of a stop sign. There is a clear line of site at the 
intersection. Traffic volumes and crash totals do not warrant the installation of a stop 
sign.  
 
Minimum criteria for traffic calming are satisfied. The school district and principal of 
Prairie Park Elementary school were notified of this request and staff met with them to 
receive their input as Kensington Road is adjacent to USD 497 property. The school is in 
favor of the installation of traffic calming in this location. It does not feel a stop sign at 
28th Street is necessary. There is currently a crossing guard that assists students 
crossing Kensington Road at 28th Street intersection before and after school. 
 
Action Request 
It is staff recommendation the Transportation Commission approve the request for 
installation of traffic calming devices on Kensington Road between 27th Street and 28th 
Street. It is staff recommendation to deny the request to install a stop sign in place of 
the yield sign on 28th Street at Kensington Road. 
 
Attachments: 
Traffic Calming Policy 
MUTCD Stop Sign Criteria 
County Bikeway Plan 
Safe Routes to School Map 
Prairie Park Principal Email 
Resident Request Letter 



TRAFFIC CALMING POLICY 
Resolution No. 6602, August 23, 2005 

 
 

1. TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES may include but are not limited to Traffic-Calming Circles, Speed Humps and Speed 
Cushions, Speed Tables, Partial Diverters, Full Diverters, Center Island Narrowing, Chokers, and Road Closures; 
however, roundabouts are traffic management devices and are not subject to this policy. 

 
2. TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES may be permitted on “local” streets as designated by the City’s Major 

Thoroughfares Map, and under any one of the following conditions: 
A. The 85th percentile speed of traffic is 5 mph or greater over the speed limit, or 
B. The 24-hour two-way traffic volume is greater than 1000, or 
C. Cut-through traffic comprises more than 50% of the traffic during the peak hour of the day, or 
D. Where no single condition is satisfied, but where any two of A, B or C above are satisfied to the extent of 

80 percent or more of the stated values. 
 

3. TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES (except SPEED HUMPS) may be permitted on “collector” streets as designated by 
the City’s Major Thoroughfares Map, under any one of the following conditions: 

A. The 85th percentile speed of traffic is 5 mph or greater over the speed limit, or 
B. The 24-hour two-way traffic volume is greater than 3000, or 
C. Cut-through traffic comprises more than 50% of the traffic during the peak hour of the day, or 
D. More than 50% of the frontage of the roadway consists of residential lots with the houses facing the 

roadway in question, or  
E. Where no single condition is satisfied, but where any two of A, B, C or D above are satisfied to the extent 

of 80 percent or more of the stated values. 
 

4. Traffic data will be collected with city personnel using city equipment only.  In the event that a requested 
location does not meet the minimum requirements as stated in 2 or 3 above, subsequent requests will not be 
considered for a minimum of one year. 

 
5. The Lawrence-Douglas County Fire & Medical Department, the Police Department, the Public Works Department 

and the Traffic Safety Commission must review all requests for TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES before being 
presented to the City Commission. 

 
6. If a project is approved by the City Commission, the City Commission will determine financing of the 

construction.  The City Commission may require 0-100% of the costs to be paid by the group or neighborhood 
making the request. 

 
7. After a project is approved and funded by the City Commission, TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES will only be 

constructed at a location if 70% or more of the property owners within 300 feet measured along the centerline 
of the street in each direction approve of the installation or if directed by the City Commission.  The individual, 
group or neighborhood making the request shall be responsible for obtaining the property owners’ and residents’ 
approval in writing and submitting it to the city. 

 
8. Once installed, TRAFFIC-CALMING DEVICES may only be removed at a location if more than 70% of the 

property owners and residents within 300 feet measured along the centerline of the street in each direction 
approve of the removal or if directed by the City Commission.  The individual, group or neighborhood making the 
request shall be responsible for obtaining the property owners’ and residents’ approval in writing and submitting 
it to the city. 

 
9. TRAFFIC CALMING DEVICES may initially be landscaped (if appropriate) by the city, provided that the group or 

neighborhood making the request agrees in writing to maintain the landscaping or pursuant to the payment of a 
landscape maintenance fee.  No privately installed landscaping is permitted unless approved by the city in 
writing. 
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SAFE ROUTES
BeActiveSafeRoutes.com

Be Active
PRAIRIE PARK ELEMENTARY School
For more information visit:  BeActiveSafeRoutes.com     For all school maps: maps.BeActiveSafeRoutes.com
Information as of 2015-09
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Zachary Baker

From: David Williams <DAWillia@usd497.org>

Sent: Monday, October 23, 2017 5:41 PM

To: Zachary Baker

Subject: Re: Traffic Calming Request near Prairie Park Elementary School

I spoke with the crossing guard this morning and she said that she agreed there were lots of cars 
that speed down Kensington going in either direction.  She said that the yield sign really seemed to 
work and didn’t think there was a need for a stop sign.  Finally, her recommendation is that the 
speed bump be placed closer to the crossing walk.  She felt that it would slow cars down as they 
entered the crosswalk.   
 
Hope that this helps.  Let me know if you need more information from me.  I appreciate the efforts to 
keep our students safe. 
 
David A. Williams 
Principal 
Prairie Park Elementary School 
785.832.5740 Phone 
785.832.5742 Fax 
 

From: Zachary Baker <zbaker@lawrenceks.org> 

Date: Friday, October 20, 2017 at 1:55 PM 

To: David Williams <DAWillia@usd497.org> 

Subject: RE: Traffic Calming Request near Prairie Park Elementary School 

 
Okay thanks. Have a good weekend! 

  

Zach D. Baker, P.E., Project Engineer 
Public Works Department - City of Lawrence, KS 
PO Box 708, Lawrence, KS 66044 
office: (785) 832-3196 | fax: (785) 832-3398 

  

From: David Williams [mailto:DAWillia@usd497.org]  

Sent: Friday, October 20, 2017 1:51 PM 

To: Zachary Baker <zbaker@lawrenceks.org> 

Subject: Re: Traffic Calming Request near Prairie Park Elementary School 

  

I will get back with you on Monday.  Thanks! 
  
  
David A. Williams 

Principal 
Prairie Park Elementary School 
785.832.5740 Phone 

785.832.5742 Fax 

  




