


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 22, 2017 

Via e-mail 

 

Dear Lawrence-Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Commission & City Commission Members: 

 

Members of Pinckney Neighborhood Association would like to comment on the expansion of 

Lawrence Memorial Hospital (LMH) parking on the block of 4h and Michigan Streets.   

 

We have greatly appreciated the willingness of LMH to be forthcoming with their plans. They have 

attended several meetings this year and participated in vigorous Q&A sessions.  LMH listened to our 

concerns about residential parking, acknowledged the need for additional parking, and presented 

several viable solutions to our association.   

 

Pinckney would like to make sure that the parking lot expansion preserves a significant amount of the 

green space and that adequate drainage is provided.  Also, in our last neighborhood meeting, concerns 

were raised about the lack of affordable housing in Lawrence and the potential negative impact of 

losing those properties in our neighborhood. We are aware that it is not the hospital's responsibility, but 

we would like to find a common solution with the city to replace the affordable housing that has been 

diminished by this plan. 

 

Additionally, we strongly request that the City and LMH collaborate with businesses and organizations 

such as Bert Nash to find a viable long-term solution to address all parking concerns along and near the 

Maine Street business corridor in the Pinckney neighborhood. 

 

We understand that there is a delicate balancing act to provide adequate parking while maintaining the 

neighborhood's integrity.  Our hope is that LMH will continue to be a partner in projects that might 

affect our neighborhood going forward. 

 

 

 

 

 

PINCKNEY NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION 

PO Box 125, Lawrence, Kansas 66044 

www.PinckneyNeighborhood.org 
Pinckney.Neighborhood@gmail.com 

 

 President:  
Nathan “Bart” Littlejohn 

 
Secretary: 
Kim Heck  

 
Communications Coordinator: 
Lance Fahy 



 

      Sincerely yours, 

 

 

      Bart Littlejohn 

      President, PNA 

 

 

cc: Lawrence Memorial Hospital [Russ Johnson and/or Janice Early] 

  

  

  

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

May 12, 2017 

 

 

Dear Members of the Lawrence Memorial Hospital Board, 

 

I was recently disappointed to learn that Lawrence Memorial Hospital (LMH) is considering demolishing 

more housing units near the hospital in order to construct parking lots. I am writing to respectfully 

request that you reconsider this plan. 

 

Lawrence already faces a serious shortage of affordable housing, and this project would contribute to 

that problem. Parking lots make poor neighbors, and increased surface parking will have a negative 

effect on the remaining housing units near the hospital. I understand that structured parking is 

expensive, but the University of Kansas and the City of Lawrence (which has a smaller annual budget 

than LMH) have figured out how to make it work, and I think that LMH can, too. 

 

I understand that many factors must be considered in making a decision like this one, and if there is 

information that I am overlooking that affect this decision, I would appreciate it if you could share that 

with me. Thank you for your consideration, and thank you for your service. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Rep. Dennis “Boog” Highberger 

 

cc:  Russell W. Johnson, CEO, Lawrence Memorial Hospital 

   Leslie Soden, Mayor 

Stuart Boley, Vice‐Mayor   

Mike Amyx, City Commissioner 

Matthew Herbert, City Commissioner 

Lisa Larsen, City Commissioner 

Tom Markus, City Manager 

 

ec:  Members of the Lawrence‐Douglas County Metropolitan Planning Commission 
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