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Application for Catalyst Program 
Lawrence VenturePark or East Hills Business Center  

City of Lawrence Development Assistance 
 
Economic development assistance is available for building projects within Lawrence VenturePark and the 
East Hills Business Center. To apply, please fill out and submit completed application to: 
 

City of Lawrence, Kansas 
City Manager’s Office, Economic Development Coordinator 
6 East 6th Street, Lawrence, KS  66044 

 bcano@lawrenceks.org 
 

Applicant Information 
Name: Grant Harrison   

Title: Director, Development   

Company/Organization: VanTrust Real Estate, LLC   

Address 1: 4900 Main St, Ste 400   

Address 2: Kansas City, MO 64112   

Phone: 816.569.1441   

Email: grant.harrison@vantrustre.com   

Fax: 816.569.1442   

 

Project Information 
Building Location (specify park name and Lot(s): Lawrence VenturePark Lots 1 & 2 of Block ‘B’ and Lots 1, 4 - 6 of Block ‘A’ 

Construction Type Size (sf) 
New Construction, Free-Standing Building: +/-152,000 SF - Building 1 

 
+/-152,000 SF - Building 2   
 
+/-250,000 SF - Building 3 

   
If Expansion, Address of Existing Building: Not Applicable.  
 
Estimated Construction Start: Subject to the City’s entitlement process and all appropriate property inspections, VanTrust Real 
Estate would anticipate breaking ground on a speculative industrial building within six (6) months from the time the City of 
Lawrence awards the project. VanTrust will work with the City of Lawrence to identify and coordinate the phasing of the proposed 
buildings which include two (2) +/-152,000 SF rear loaded buildings and a larger, +/-250,000 SF rear loaded building. Please refer 
to the preliminary site plans which have been provided with the application.    
    
Estimated Construction End: VanTrust Real Estate would anticipate a ten (10) month construction period for the individual buildings 
which would include the site work and building shell.    
 

Project to be Built to LEED Equivalent Level 

Certified:  

Silver: Once the project’s Design Build Team has been selected, VanTrust Real Estate will be exploring LEED Silver and LEED 
Certified opportunities for the proposed projects.   
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Gold: 

Platinum: 

 
Is Applicant a taxable entity? – Yes. 
 
Will project be taxable? – Yes, however, it is anticipated that through the IRB issuance, all construction material shall 
be sales tax exempt. 
 
Applicant is current on all property tax, special assessments, or any obligations to the City of Lawrence? Not 
Applicable.  
 
If not, please explain: VanTrust Real Estate does not currently own any properties within the City of Lawrence.  
 

Marketing Expertise 
Please provide details on how the project will be marketed: 
VanTrust Real Estate, LLC is a full service real estate development company with a regional focus and national scope. VanTrust is 
headquartered in Kansas City, MO with regional offices in Columbus, Dallas, Phoenix, and Jacksonville. In addition to the company’s 
office, hospitality, recreational, and multifamily projects across the country, VanTrust’s industrial portfolio of completed and current 
developments include more than 11,000,000 square feet.    
 
If selected, VanTrust Real Estate would interview and select a national brokerage firm to market and lease the projects on behalf of 
the Owner. The brokerage team will have extensive knowledge and history of the Kansas City MSA’s industrial market and 
specifically, the Lawrence Kansas submarket. The brokerage and marketing team would be involved from day one to assist with 
market research and formation of the initial design and specifications for the individual projects. Extensive marketing material and 
brochures will be produced to highlight the specific building(s), location, and more importantly the opportunities Lawrence and 
VenturePark will be able to offer the prospective Tenants and Users.  
 
The project team will work hand in hand with the City of Lawrence, Chamber of Commerce, and all local and surrounding Economic 
Development Corporations to highlight the opportunities the development will be able to offer. 
   

 
 Please refer to the following documents which have been provided with the application:  
 
1. VanTrust Real Estate Company and Industrial Overview 

2. Examples of VanTrust’s Industrial Marketing Brochures   

  

  
VanTrust Real Estate would welcome the opportunity to discuss and pursue a predetermined ten (10) year PILOT schedule for the 
subject projects. The PILOT schedule will benefit the prospective Tenants and Users and will significantly aid in the marketing 
efforts to retain and attract quality companies to Lawrence VenturePark.        
  

Attach additional documentation regarding marketing team, qualifications, expertise, and past experience in 
successfully marketing similar properties.  
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Financial Capacity 

Total Building Investment: 

Labor Expense:  TBD 

Construction Materials:  TBD 

Other (please describe):  TBD  

Estimated Total Building Investment:  +/-$31,000,000 

Please provide details on how the project will be funded, including sources and amounts (e.g. owner equity, lender commitments, 
investor commitments, additional funding sources) 

The Estimated Total Building Investment for the three proposed industrial buildings is anticipated to total +/-$31,000,000. The 
proposed projects do not have a financing contingency. VanTrust Real Estate, or an affiliated special purpose entity, would 
contribute equity equaling 25% of the Loan to Cost and secure construction financing on the remaining 75%.  
 
 
Please refer to VanTrust Real Estate’s Net Worth Certification which has been provided following the application.  

  

 
  

  

  

  

  

Attach additional documentation regarding financial capacity to successfully fund similar projects.   

 

I hereby certify that the foregoing and attached information contained is true and correct, to the best of my knowledge: 
 

 
Applicant Signature:   Date:    05/03/2017  
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