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City Hall offers $3 million to
grocery stores willing to open in
southern Dallas 'food desert'

By Robert Wilonsky  

City Columnist

Published: 15 July 2016 03:14 PM

Updated: 15 July 2016 03:20 PM

The city of Dallas has officially announced it has at least $3
million available to anyone willing to develop or build "one
or more high quality grocery stores" in southern Dallas --
or, more specifically, in a "southern Dallas food desert." 

The notice was issued Friday, about a month after the City
Council approved setting aside money to lure grocers to
parts of the city where fresh, healthy food is hard to find.
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And the city is very clear about what it wants: at least one
store no smaller than 25,000 square feet, and preferably
one that could anchor a larger mixed-use development.

But at this point, something is better than nothing.

"The City of Dallas' goal is to promote sustainable
neighborhoods, enhanced quality of life, economic
development and job creation by providing access to
healthy food options," says the notice, "including fresh
fruits and vegetables, for our citizens through the
development of high quality grocery stores in the city's
most underserved areas."

  



The $3 million will come from the city's Public/Private
Partnership Program, which collects its money from Dallas
residents' water bills. And the figure was no accident:
That's the same amount given to Costo in May to open its
first-ever Dallas store, along Coit Road near North Central
Expressway and LBJ Freeway. Dallas City Council member
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Mark Clayton added the food desert amendment much to
the delight of some southern Dallas council members who
were learning toward voting against the Costco grant.

Hammond Perot, second-in-command in the city's Office
of Economic Development, said the notice will be put in
grocery-store trade magazines and sent to developers. It's a
landmark moment:  Perot said it's the first time his office
has ever issued such a notice for any project. 

But, he said, the circumstances are special. The notice ,
Perot said, "expresses the intent of the council to advocate
for a particular project in a particular part of the city." 

It's a part of the city where, according to the notice, "a
significant number of residents " live more than a mile
from a grocery store, one of the U.S. Department of
Agriculture's main "food desert" criteria. It's a part of the
city considered low-income. And it's a part of the city
where, according to a 2007 study, residents buy most of
their food from convenience stores peddling "high
concentrations of unhealthy fats, carbohydrates, and
additives, which contribute to health problems such as
obesity, diabetes, and heart disease."
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Deputy Mayor Pro Tem Erik Wilson, who represents Dallas'
southernmost council district, told his colleagues in May
that "grocery stores are like unicorns -- we know they
exist, but we just haven't seen one." 

He said Friday that the notice of the $3 million isn't the
"silver bullet" that will fill southern Dallas' empty
stomachs. Far from it. But, he said, "It's a good start. It's a
good effort."

But it's not the only one.

Perot said Friday that the city has long talked to grocery
stores about opening in southern Dallas. He said his office

  



works the phones and attends trade shows in the hopes of
getting someone to bite. But stores offer myriad issues for
steering clear, among them: They can't assemble enough
real estate to make a project work; there's not enough
density to justify a full-service grocery; or the
infrastructure's not there to support one. 

"Every store, while they may be similar, they have their
own specific criteria," Perot said. "It could be residents'
income, education levels, the values of homes. It varies
with each company. They have different reasons why they
do or don't go to a market."

Wilson, whose district encompasses Oak Cliff and Pleasant
Grove and Kleberg-Rylie, said the city needs to work harder
to erase those excuses. 

No one will take the cash, said the council member, "unless
we come up with good development plans that support it.
We need to deal with housing and infrastructure. My prayer
is that it will be the catalyst that will begin to grow the
southern sector and dispel the myths that things can't
happen here.  We've got to grow our city as whole, not as a
section. This is just one peg in the process."

City of Dallas NOFA for Southern Dallas Food Desert Grocery Store Development by Robert
Wilonsky on Scribd
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1 Like Reply

4 days agoDallasLive

Amen!

Like Reply

Hold a town hall meeting in that neighborhood, under a tent if needed, and ask the
community what they need. Get their agreement and maybe it could even provide
jobs. Put a WinCo in that area. Employees take great pride in the business because
they become shareholders. Winco has great prices

Like Reply
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