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Bobbie Walthall

From: Richelle Tremaine <richelletremaine@gmail.com>
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 12:16 PM
To: Bobbie Walthall
Subject: Consent Agenda Item #13

Good morning, 
I'm writing to voice my concern regarding Consent Agenda Item #13 -- specifically, the proposed roundabout 
installation in the University Place Neighborhood. 
 
We are strongly against a roundabout put in this location.  Traffic calming devices work just fine.  A 
roundabout will  scar the neighborhood, as well as not serve the intended purpose.  Most people in the general 
population DO NOT know how to navigate a roundabout. 
 
I've lived in cities in the Northeast where they've had roundabouts and over the past several years, progressive 
cities are REMOVING roundabouts as they are a safety issue.  This isn't even mentioning the amount of 
pavement space required for them. 
 
Please take this into consideration.   
Feel free to get in touch with me directly if needed. 
Thank you for your time. 
Richelle Derks 
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Bobbie Walthall

To: Schott, Susan K.
Subject: RE: Please remove Item #13 from Consent Agenda!

From: Schott, Susan K. [mailto:sschott@ku.edu]  
Sent: Tuesday, June 07, 2016 11:35 AM 
To: Bobbie Walthall 
Subject: Please remove Item #13 from Consent Agenda! 
 
Dear Commissioners, 
 
Please remove Item #13  from the Consent Agenda for this evening's vote.   
 
Additional discussion is needed on the subject of traffic calming devices in the University Place 
neighborhood.  I believe that the device at the intersection of 17th and Illinois Street is not only unnecessary 
but actually detrimental to traffic safety.  In the more than 40 years I've lived at the corner of this intersection, 
I have seen ONE traffic accident there ‐‐ it was caused when an intoxicated neighbor swerved to avoid running 
into the traffic calmer and hit a tree instead.  And now, on a regular basis, I witness near collisions as cars cut 
this way and that around the "calmer."  
 
What is the need for creating better "flow" through the University Place neighborhood?  KU basketball games 
are the only occasions that bring significant traffic into this area.  Traffic coming from and going to the 
university can be easily handled by stop signs, which do far more to slow vehicles than the 
expensive, confusing, and frequently unsightly "calmers."   
 
The sudden listing of this UPNA item as a #1 priority is puzzling.  And the estimated cost of $100,000 (!) for the 
permanent installation of "calmers" in the UP neighborhood ‐‐ with ongoing maintenance costs to the city (or 
cost to the neighborhood if the city can't afford the upkeep) ‐‐ warrants more input from the public than the 
city is allowing. 
 
I respectfully request that you allow that input by removing Item #13 and deferring it for further 
discussion.  Thank you! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Susan Schott 
1700 Illinois Street 
Lawrence KS 66044 
sschott@ku.edu 
 
 



June 6, 2016

Mayor, Commissioners and City Manager:

My name is Rebecca Snyder and I have lived at 1656 Illinois in the University Place

neighborhood for over 30 years.  Due to a scheduling conflict, I am unable to attend

the June 7th meeting and I am writing to express my concern over the traffic calming

device proposed for the intersection of 17th and Illinois.  In February of this year, my

family contacted David Woosley to discuss our worries about the installation of a

traffic  calming  device  and  requested  more  information  regarding  the  approval

process.  I have attached the emails for your consideration.

The supposed “need” for a traffic calming device is based on a 14 year old traffic

study performed  in 2002.   A    temporary traffic  calming device  was  approved on

05/05/03 by the Traffic  Safety  Commission (TSC).   Few,  if  any,  of  the residents

speaking  in  support  of  the  construction  of  said  device  currently  live  in  the

neighborhood.  The City Commission considered and approved the temporary traffic

calming device on 6/03/03.  

Permanent traffic calming devices were approved by the TSC on 6/07/04 and by the

City Commission on 06/22/04.  

In 2005, the City of Lawrence enacted the Traffic Calming Policy, Resolution 6602

which requires, in part, that 70% of neighbors within 300 feet of the proposed traffic

calming device approve the installation via signature.  Mr. Woosley stated this policy

would not be applied retroactively to this project.  (Email attached)

In 2011, many neighbors came together to request the removal of the temporary

traffic calming device at 17th and Illinois and requested that 4 way stops be installed.

The Traffic Safety Commission considered the request on 8/01/11.  The petition

with signatures of residents nearest the intersections involved are attached to this

letter as are the minutes from the meeting and correspondence provided to the TSC.

It is interesting to note that those who spoke in opposition of the traffic calming

device still reside in the neighborhood.  The two residents who spoke in support

have moved out of the neighborhood.

Although the design has yet to be determined, there is concern among neighbors

who live on the corners of the intersections in question that traffic calming devices

will bring cars even closer to their homes which will increase noise and potentially

decrease property values.



The neighborhood association has not consulted with any of the neighbors owning

the corner properties impacted by the traffic calming devices about their wishes.

Many of those desiring the construction of these devices not only do not live in the

corner homes but also live on streets not impacted by these changes. 

In the many years I have lived on the corner of 17th and Illinois, there has only been

one accident and that was caused by someone hitting the temporary traffic calming

device.  I have seen emergency vehicles, snow plows and large trucks negotiate these

traffic calming devices with great difficulty.  

Neighborhoods change over the years and ours is no different.  We have had many

people who were in support of this process move out and many new neighbors who

haven't had any say in this process move in. Additionally, KU is in the process of

drastically changing traffic patterns in the areas surrounding our neighborhood with

the Central  District  Development Project.    We do not currently  know if  this will

significantly  increase  or  decrease  traffic  in  our  neighborhood.  Because  of  the

expense  of  these  traffic  calming  devices  and  due  to  the  14  year  gap  between

initialization and implementation of  this  plan I  respectfully  request  the following

occur before a permanent traffic calming device is installed at 17th and Illinois:

◦ The City Commission direct the Traffic Safety Commission to implement a

more  current  traffic  study  for  the  area,  to  be  performed  after  the

construction  of  the  University  of  Kansas  Central  District  Development

Project, to ascertain the impact of that project on neighborhood traffic and

the necessity of traffic calming devices.

◦ The City Commission direct  the Traffic  Safety Commission to implement

Resolution  6602  and  obtain  the  necessary  neighborhood  signatures  for

approval  of  this  traffic  calming  device  as  the  majority  of  the  original

residents  in  support  are  no longer  in  the  neighborhood.  (Similar  to  the

Riverview  Road  traffic  calming  being  pulled  from  consideration  due  to

residents  in  support  of  the  project  having  moved-Current  agenda  Staff

Memo). 

Thank you for your consideration.

Rebecca Snyder

1656 Illinois
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