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Sustainability in local government:  

 a multi-pronged approach 



Guiding Documents: 

 City of Lawrence:  Climate Protection Plan (2009) 

 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory (2005, 2012) 

 Douglas County:  County Sustainability Plan (2011) 

 City of Lawrence reports from Peak Oil Task Force, Solid 

Waste Task Force, Complete Streets committee, etc. 

 City & County: Horizon 2020: Chapter 16 (2011) 

 T2040 Transportation Plan 

 
 

 Sustainability Advisory Board 

 Douglas County Food Policy Council 
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SET GOALS. MEASURE PROGRESS. 

IMPROVE YOUR COMMUNITY. 



STAR Communities is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 

organization that works to evaluate, improve, and 

certify sustainable communities. We help cities 

and counties achieve a healthy environment, a 

strong economy, and well being for their residents.  

www.STARcommunities.org 



STAR COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM 

The STAR Community 
Rating System (STAR) is 

the nation’s first 
comprehensive 
framework and 

certification program for 
measuring local 

sustainability. STAR was 
built by and for local 
governments and the 

communities they serve.  

 



STAR-certified communities 

Communities using STAR     or 

pursuing certification 

STAR-certified communities 

NEARLY 100 COMMUNITIES IN THE US AND CANADA ARE 

USING STAR... THAT’S OVER 40 MILLION PEOPLE. 



CERTIFICATION LEVELS 

Certified 5-STAR Community (600+ points) 
Recognized as top tier achiever in national sustainability 

 

Certified 4-STAR Community (400-599 points) 
Recognized for national excellence 

 

Certified 3-STAR Community (200-399 points) 
Recognized for sustainability leadership 

 

Reporting STAR Community  
Currently pursuing certification 

 

Member STAR Community 
A community that has expressed a commitment to the STAR 

Communities’ mission and is using the STAR Community Rating 

System informally 

 

 
 
 



As of September 2015, thirty-eight communities have 

received a verified STAR Community Rating. 

WHO IS STAR CERTIFIED? 

5-STAR Community 

 Baltimore, MD  Northampton, MA  Seattle, WA 

4-STAR Community 

 Austin, TX  Dubuque, IA  Plano, TX  Tucson, AZ 

 Broward County, 

FL 

 Evanston, IL  Portland, OR  Washington, DC 

 Burlington, VT  Louisville, KY  Raleigh, NC  

 Davenport, IA  Memphis, TN  Tacoma, WA  

3-STAR Community 

 Albany, NY  El Cerrito, CA  Monroe County, FL  Rosemount, MN 

 Atlanta, GA  Fayetteville, AR  Palm Bay, FL  Saint Louis, MO 

 Birmingham, AL  Fort Collins, CO  Park Forest, IL  Woodbridge, NJ 

 Chandler, AZ  Houston, TX  Phoenix, AZ 

 Cleveland, OH  Indianapolis, IN  Reading, PA 

 Des Moines, IA  Lee County, FL  Riverside, CA 



THE STAR COMMUNITY RATING SYSTEM 
 

Goal Areas & Objectives are rated and evaluated in the online system, 

helping local leaders set goals and measure progress across all areas.  



THE STAR FRAMEWORK 

7 GOALS 
Example: Built Environment 

44 OBJECTIVES 
Example: Housing Affordability 

108 OUTCOME MEASURES 
Example: Demonstrate that 10% of units built  

are dedicated as subsidized affordable housing 

408 ACTION MEASURES 
Example: Require, incentivize, or  

subsidize creation of affordable housing 

516 EVALUATION MEASURES USED TO ASSIGN 

POINTS 

BROAD SUSTAINABILITY THEMES 

WITH COMMUNITY-LEVEL 

ASPIRATIONS 

SUBCATEGORIES THAT MOVE THE 

COMMUNITY TOWARD THE GOAL 



BENEFITS OF STAR CERTIFICATION 

• Benchmark ourselves against peers using a 

common set of metrics. 

• Identify areas in which we are leading, and 

• Identify areas for improvement. 

• Helps communicate sustainability progress to 

our citizens. 

• Gain national recognition for our efforts. 



CERTIFICATION PROCESS 

SIGN UP 

Receive 
access to 

Online 
Reporting Tool 

STAR provides 
trainings and 

resources  

REPORT (6 
mos- 1 year) 

Build team of 
staff and local 

partners to 
gather data 

Gather data  
based on 

requirements 
in Technical 

Guide 

Enter all 
submittal 

requirements 
into Online Tool 

GET 
VERIFIED 

Submit online 
application for 

verification 

STAR staff 
verifies all 

submittals for 
accuracy 

STAR 
performs final 

verification  

ACHIEVE 

CERTIFICATION 

STAR awards 
certification – 
announce at 
celebratory 

event  


