
Byron Wiley! ! ! ! ! April 26, 2015!
1200 Almira!
Lawrence, KS 66044!
785-841-2829!
bwiley@sbcglobal.net!!
RE:  SUP-15-00019 - Haskell Recycle Center!!
To:  The Mayor and City Commissioners!!
I am appreciative of the staff response to Brook Creek Neighborhood’s concerns.     I am 
concerned about current and future activities related to the Haskell Recycle Center.   Over a 7 
year period of time (2005 - 2013) the business morphed into large salvage yard operation 
adjacent to our neighborhood.   Daily egregious nuisances included unacceptable noise 
(thunderous at times), and environmental pollution that ranged from localized air pollution 
(diesel exhaust fumes and oily/gasoline odors), toxic fluid releases including auto fluids (oil, 
brake fluid, gasoline, etc) and several vehicle fires over the years.!!
I am impressed that the new facility was properly sited and reviewed before commencing 
operation.   I noted also that in the staff response that there have not been any reported 
violations after locating in their new location.   Despite these positive steps, I have concerns 
because of past business practices.  I feel that the use permits should be reviewed annually to 
assure compliance.!!
Sincerely yours,!!
Byron Wiley

mailto:bwiley@sbcglobal.net


1311 Prairie Ave. 27 April 2015
Lawrence KS 66044

re: SUP-15-00019

Lawrence City Commission
City Hall
6 East 6th St.
Lawrence KS 66044

Mayor Farmer and Commission:
Given the propensity of Mr. Robert Killough to consider compliance with the law to be 
optional, I ask that you place a one year time limit on the period of time the proposed 
SUP-15-00019 is to be allowed.  

Development Code Sec. 20-1306(i) “Review and Decision-Making Criteria” gives you 
the authority by stating “decision making bodies shall consider at least the following 
factors”; with Sub-Sec. (7) reading “whether it is appropriate to place a time limit on 
the period of time the proposed use is to be allowed by special use permit and, if so, 
what that time period should be.”

For nine years from 2003 to 2012, the residents of Brook Creek Neighborhood endured 
Mr. Killough's non-permitted scrap and salvage operation at 12th and Haskell Ave., a 
non-compliant industrial land use immediately adjacent to residential zoning, a non-
conforming open use of land required by City Code Sec. 20-1502(d) to be discontinued 
by November 1 2008, the storage of materials in the Floodplain Overlay District in 
violation of Sec. 20-1204(b) and 20-1204(e)(vii), daily occurrences of toxic fumes and 
exhaust and excessive seismic noise, the release into the soil of hazardous 
automotive fluids not removed from cars before crushing, and seven automotive fires. 
(see attached Lawrence Notice of Violation, 4 May 2010) 

This is not the record of a businessman who adheres to the precautionary principle.  
This is the record of a man who answered the KDHE Findings of Fact by saying “he 
was not aware that fluids must be removed from salvage vehicles prior to crushing”.  
These violations are in the public record, not merely “assertions” as Planning Director, 
Scott McCullough, portrayed them.  Mr. McCullough did not enforce the May 4th 2010 
Notice of Violation, claiming the law had too much grey area, and that Mr. Killough 
was simply engaging in “temporary outdoor palletized storage”.  On 5 April 2012, the 
attorney for the Brook Creek Neighborhood prevailed at the Board of Zoning Appeals, 
and forced Mr. McCullough to require Mr. Killough to either come into compliance, or 
move.  

I am happy that Mr. Killough is now running a legally zoned scrap and salvage 
operation at 11th & Haskell Ave.  But he can't be trusted not to cut corners with the 
law.  And I am happy the City Commission is reviewing the decision-making criteria, 
because once again Mr. McCullough claims that the applicant “employs the best 
management practices” and “pollution should not be an issue”.  The case history is 
indeed germane to the current application.  If Mr. Killough's SUP is reviewed yearly, 
the Commission can assure that he will not revert to questionable practices.

Sincerely,

Michael Almon
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