
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association
Rena Figures, President

1502 Harper St., Lawrence KS 66044
Telephone: 785-766-7571

e-mail: brookcreekna@gmail.com; thegreensoaper@yahoo.com

April 2, 2015

re:  SUP-000-19 and related Site Plan Review

Dear Mayor & City Commissioners:

Brook Creek Neighborhood Association urges you to not accept as written the request for a Special Use Permit 
(SUP) to expand the recycle and salvage operation at 11th & Haskell (Consent Agenda Item 10 on the 4/7/15 
City Commission agenda posted online on 4/2/15). We ask that the City hold the operator to regular standards 
of water quality protection in the site design due to the applicant’s demonstrated, over the years, failure to 
properly prevent environmental contamination. We ask the Commission to require the applicant to comply with 
the following neighborhood findings:

• The existing gravel surface in all exterior processing areas will simply let pollution drain through it into 
the soil as was the case at 12th & Haskell. All exterior processing area pavement should be concrete. 
Past events lead us to expect pollution will be a problem.

• Advantage Metals Recycling at 1545 North 3rd St. was required to pave their entire processing area (not
the entire site) with concrete. Standards should be consistently applied.

• The Site Plan attached to this SUP says in the General Notes (#5) proposed concrete pavement is to be 
6" reinforced concrete on a 4" granular base. This note applies only to eleven parking stalls. The 
applicant should be required to pave all exterior processing areas with concrete. Until complete, his 
occupancy permit should be placed on hold.

• The majority of the property is in the Regulatory Flood Plain according to the soon to be released FEMA
DFIRM flood maps. The applicant should be required to comply with a National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System (NPDES) document-plan, as part of a federal program to reduce chemical runoff 
from impermeable surfaces.

• Advantage Metals Recycling was required to conduct all recycling operations (not salvage) in an 
entirely enclosed building. The applicant should be required to conduct all recycling operation in 
entirely enclosed buildings, not in “as is” pole barns at stated in the Staff Report.

• The Site Plan attached to the SUP says in the General Notes (#17) that the owner is responsible for 
maintaining the site, especially the perimeter fencing, in a litter-free manner. This was in the original 
2012 SUP, but he has not complied.

• A one year time limit for review and renewal should be placed on this SUP, given the tendency for the 
applicant to skirt around requirements.

From 2005 to 2013, the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center (later ‘Recycle Center’) operated an non-permitted 
salvage operation at 1146 Haskell. When the applicant acquired the site in 2003, the use quickly escalated from 
the permitted retail establishment to a metal salvage business. The salvage operation was a dramatic increase in 
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the intensity of use of the previous tow yards, auto graveyards, and auto repair that operated as nonconforming 
uses on residentially zoned land. 

Residents in the neighborhood were denied the peaceful enjoyment of their homes for years due to heavy truck 
traffic, trash and mud on the streets, and excessive noise from skid loaders moving materials around on site 
throughout operating hours among huge piles of scrap metal, and from metal scrap, including entire cars, being 
dropped into shipping containers. The noise and impact would shake neighbors’ houses. Scrap heaps were piled 
higher than the property’s privacy fence. Meetings between the applicant and the neighbors only led to 
insignificant changes and continued nuisances.

The applicant’s failure to drain automotive fluids from cars before crushing them contributed to 6 auto fires that
sometimes filled nearby homes with noxious smoke. During a 2010 inspection, the Kansas Department of 
Health & Environment (KDHE) found that “All of the twenty-five vehicles KDHE inspected still had intact fuel
tanks. Sixty-five of the seventy-five vehicles with raised hoods contained automotive fluids, such as oil or 
gasoline. . . By failing to remove the gasoline and other automotive fluids prior to crushing, Respondents have 
created an immediate danger and hazard to the surrounding properties and property owners from fires started at 
the Facility. . . which hazards or dangers require immediate and ongoing corrective actions to prevent or avoid 
further threats to the public health and safety.” 

The Recycle Center moved to its current location at 1010 East 11th St., and gained permission to operate a 
recycling collection & processing center and salvage operation. The operation on the current site deserves 
careful scrutiny and monitoring due to the failure of the operator to follow basic safety and environmental laws 
and procedures, repeatedly, at the former location. The applicant had years to demonstrate his ability and 
willingness to operate a safe, legal facility. He repeatedly failed to do so. 
To assure that he does not revert to illegal and environmentally damaging methods, the applicant should be 
required to operate by more stringent protocols than currently written in the proposed SUP-000-19.

Sincerely,

Rena Figures
President, 
Brook Creek Neighborhood Association

Attachment: Emergency Order to Eliminate Hazard and to Cease and Desist Unlawful Activity, KDHE, Feb. 3, 
2010






















