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Small Town Germans: The Germans of Lawrence, Kansas, from
1854 to 1918

by Katja Rampelmann
Masters Thesis, University of Kansas
© Copyright 1993

D: The German Methodist Episcopal Church

The majority of German Protestants were raised under the Lutheran faith in their home states.
Germans first encountered with Methodism after they crossed the ocean. The increasing numbers
of German immigrants had alarmed the Methodist church in the late eighteenth century. Francis
Asbury, one of Wesley's most important missionaries, felt the "acute need" to send Methodist
missionaries to German settlements.| #48 | Therfore, Methodists began to include Germans into
their ministry.

In 1835, the Methodist Church found William Nast who began to introduce Methodism to
Germasn in a more intellectually sophisticated and successful way. Nast was born in Stuttgart,
Germany in 1807. He received his education in German schools and then entered a theological
seminar of the Lutheran Church. In 1828, he emigrated to the United States. Dissatisfied with the
Lutheran faith, Nast attended a camp-meeting of the Methodist Church and converted to
Methodism in 1835. He saw his mission in preaching the gospel to his countrymen in German.
Therefore, he was sent as a missionary to the Germans of Cincinnati. There he started the first
German Methodist Church and translated the General Rules of the Methodist Episcopal Church
into German. From Cincinnati, the movement spread quickly into surrounding areas. By the late
1840s, German Methodist could be found in New York and Texas as well as in between. In
1838, Nast began to publish the first German Methodist newspaper called Der Christliche

Apologete.| #49

In doctrine, church policy and procedure, the German Methodist Church was indistinquishable
from the English-speaking church. German Methodists had adopted the same hierarchy as their
English brothers. According to Carl Wittke, "licensed exhorts"” were on the bottom of the scale of
the preaching hierarchy. Their authority derived from the supervising minister, and their
appointment depended on recommendations from the local classis. "Exhorters were required to
serve a probationary period, after which, upon examination by a conference of ministers in the
district, they could be admitted to "full connexion.” Meanwhile they could preach but not
administer the sacraments.” Next in line was the local preacher who was headed by the circuit
rider.| #50 | The Methodist Church conducted quarterly and annual meetings in local, district and
general conferences. In these meetings, the members discussed and exchanged all kinds of
businesses. The general conference was the law-making body of the church.

In 1858, Karl Stueckmann was the first German Methodist preacher to enter the Kansas
Territory. He set out from Leavenworth on his pony to preach to German farmers and settlements
in the area.| #51 | He was one of many circuit riders who spent most of his days on horseback
spreading the gospel. Besides their preaching, circuit riders usually offered printed material and
subscriptions for such church publications, such as the Methodist Magazine, the Ladies
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Repository, and also Nast's Der Christliche Apologete.| #52 | The riders received little pay. Their
annual income rarely exeeded one hundred dollars a year.| #53

The first German Methodist presence in Lawrence can be traced back to June 1859, when six
German Methodists settled in Lawrence. All of them came from Berea, Ohio, one of the centers
of German Methodism. Since Lawrence's congregation was so small, Lawrence was placed into
one circuit with other settlements in the area. From 1858 to 1861, Lawrence shared a circuit with
Leroy, Howane and Tecumseh, from 1862 to 1875, it was connected to Franklin and Baldwin
City, from 1880 to 1881 with Topeka, and from 1892 to 1893 with Eudora and Captains Creek.
From 1893 until it was disbanded in 1918, Lawrence was by itself.| #54 | The circuits were
served by one circuit rider who rode back and forth to be with all congregations.

In December 1862, the Lawrence German Methodist Episcopal Church bought the old Turner
Hall which was located on the southwest corner of New York Street and Berkeley Street (Tenth
Street). The members of the Turnverein sold their building because most of them had
volunteered to serve in the Union Army during the Civil War. The old wooden structure was
purchased by the church for $ 500.00. The early purchase was probably made possible because
the German Methodists received financial support from the American Methodists. In 1872, the
German Methodists bought the lot across from their location on the southeast corner of New
York and Berkeley Street (Tenth Street) from Frederick Bromelsick, one of their members, and
built their brick and stone structure which is still standing today. Originally, the structure had a
steeple and a belfry which were not rebuilt after the church was remodeled. In 1896, the property
at 1045 New Jersey Street was also purchased for the preacher's home.| #55

f1 i f«f' 1 _-__

The German Methodist Episcopal Church at 1001 New York Street


http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/thesis/footch4.html#52
http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/thesis/footch4.html#53
http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/thesis/footch4.html#54
http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/project/community/turnverein/turnverein.html
http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/thesis/footch4.html#55
http://www.sunflower.com/~pfarrar/project/community/project/teacher/pfarrar/german/gmethodist.htm

The membership of this church was always much lower than the membership of the Lutheran
Church because more Germans were Lutherans than Methodist. In 1859, the church started out
with six members. By 1880, the number had increased to twenty-five. In the early twentieth
century, the membership had climbed to 70 and fluctuated between 65 and 75.| #56

Until the early 1900s the services were conducted primarily in German, but soon after that both
German and English were used in sermons and scipure. According to Edith Howard:

"there came a time when some in the congregation, namely children of immigrants and those
Germans who adapted without difficulty to the English language. Therefore, the pastors began to
use both languages in the service. One method was that the sermon being delivered in German,
followed by the same sermon given in the English tongue in sermonette form. The scripture was
quoted in both languages.” | #57

Besides the language, church life was similar to other churches at that time. Sunday school was
usually held at 9:30 a.m. followed by the worship service at 10:30 a.m. On Wednesday nights, a
prayer meeting was offered. One main social event during the year, was the annual picnic which
was held at Bismarck Grove or one of the city parks. On this occasion, the church furnished
lemonade and the members brought food. The meals were followed by games for children and a
watermelon feed.| #58 | The other major event was the annual Christmas celebration. As in the
German Lutheran Church, the German Methodists decorated their church with a Christmas tree
"with the traditional star on the uppermost branch. Christmas carols were sung by all, and the
children participated with recitations and songs. The evening was climaxed by the appearance of
Santa Claus with a bag of candy and nuts for each child."| #59

In 1895, the church organized a Frauenverein (Ladies Aid Society). The club was formed to
meet church connected expenses. The congregation often found it difficult to raise money to pay
the minister's salary. Therefore, the women met once a week at a member's house to make quilts
and other handcrafts which were sold in an annual bazaar. The money was also used for the
upkeep of the parsonage or for the support of foreign missions. According to Edith Howard, the
average attendance was from twelve to eighteen women.| #60

During the period from 1859 to 1918, thirty pastors served the church at an average of little
under two years each. Nearly all of them were natives of Germany who had converted to
Methodism after they came to the United States.| #61 | They were trained for their jobs by the
West German Kansas-Nebraska Conference which sent them to the location of their service.

Four times a year, a Quarterly Conference was held where Lawrence's elected church delegates
came together with other officials from the area to exchange news on Sunday school services,
church attendance, and financial matters. The meetings also served to control the churches since
they examined whether or not the congregations followed the rules of the Methodist Church.
Certain disciplinary requirements were imposed upon all members of the church, and they were
set down in detail in a book of discipline and regulations. Methodists regarded theater, dancing,
card playing and ballet as un-Christian and ,therefore, they were strictly opposed to these
activities. These views collided with the general atmosphere most Germans had grown up in.
Furthermore, most German immigrants regarded Sundays as a day for pleasure and recreation, at
least after they had fulfilled their church responsibilities in the mornings. In the United States,
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many of them found it difficult to adjust to the American celebration of Sundays which were
"guite as tombs™. In 1856, William Nast published a paper in which he outlined the proper way
to celebrate the Sabbath. "He advertised getting up early and praying for the preacher so that his
message might bring a blessing to the congregation. He warned against discussing politics,
business, pleasure, or any worldly matter on Sunday, and urged good Methodists to refrain from
even thinking worldly thoughts on the Sabbath.”| #62 | Carl Wittke interpreted the fact that most
German Methodists accepted the church regulations as "the most striking evidence of their
wholehearted acceptance” of the Methodist teaching.| #63

The Lawrence congregation must have followed the strict rules of the General Church. The
1892-92 minutes of the Eudora, Deer Creek and Lawrence Circuit report several incidents of
"misbehavior" among members. At the German Methodist Church Quarterly meeting in
February 1893, two members of the Eudora congregation were singled out and their behavior
was openly discussed. Both members had missed the Sunday service without excuse. The
discussion was carried on until the May meeting when the minister could finally report that "
Brother Laple promised the minister to come to church and Father Kohler is to be asked what
relationship he should assume toward the church™.| #64 | One year later, the behavior of another
church member was sharply criticized when the minister declared: "Fred Bartz joined the
Deutsche Turnverein (Note - a beer drinking club).”| #65 | German Methodists believed in total
abstinence and denounced German beer drinking customs. It is therefore, not surprising that
among the members of the German Methodist church, none were members of the

Lawrence Turnverein whose activities conflicted with the Methodist beliefs. At the time when
America became involved in World War I, the German Methodist Church discontinued its
services, and sold the building one year later to the Kansas Seventh Day Adventists Conference
Association.

E: The Role of the Churches in Lawrence

Because the Germans who entered Lawrence came from different parts of Germany and the
United States, the German religious landscape was very diverse. German Catholics as well as
Jews settled in Lawrence along with a great number of Protestants. But only German Lutherans
and Methodists established separate German language churches in town. Other believers had no
choice since their numbers were relatively small, and they became members of English-speaking
congregations. But even a greater number of German Protestants did not attend the ethnic
churches but were members of the English Lutheran Church or the First Methodist Church in
town. These churches were bigger and had more services to offer their members which went
beyond the struggle of survival. Since many Germans were businessmen, they probably thought
it wiser to attend English-speaking services along with American business-partners and
customers to secure and preserve connections needed in business life. Others decided that they
immigrated to the United States to become American citizens and, therefore, should attend
English services. German parents realized that since their children grew up in the New World,
their religious education should be in English.

Nevertheless, the German speaking churches played important roles in the lives of those who
attended. Interestingly, both churches were connected to specific families. The German
Methodist Episcopal Church was closely linked to the Bromelsick family, and the German
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Lutheran Church and its development was influenced by the Albert family. The Methodist
Church had purchased their second location from the Bromelsicks who were deeply involved in
church activities. August Bromelsick was trustee, Sunday school teacher and representative of
the church at quarterly circuit meetings for a number of years. Frederika Bromelsick was an
active member of the Frauenverein.

Church activities and affairs of the German Lutheran Church were influenced by the Albert
family. William Albert was treasurer of the church for nineteen years, his daughter Lena held the
office for twenty-eight years, and a second daughter, Clara, was the church's organist for a
number of years. At the time when the church was sold, Mrs. William Albert literally became the
church since she was one out of the two members left. The family involvement became quite
apparent by looking at the location of the church. Until 1889, the church did not have a building,
but met in Turner Hall. When the congregation collected enough money, the church building was
erected on Illinois Street, only two blocks from the Alberts' residence on the west side of town
away from the locations of other German centers.

Both churches differed in organization and ideology. The Methodist Church was tied to a close
network of the general German Methodist Church in the United States. They followed the rules
and regulations set forth by an authority, and followed the hierarchical code of the Methodist
Church. The advantage of a network was that the German Methodist Church of Lawrence was
financially supported by the Synod and, therefore, had the chance to purchase and build a
building at a very early time to serve the needs of the congregation. Methodist preachers were
assigned to the church by the authorities and not picked by the members themselves, which
saved time and disagreements. Sharing circuit riders with congregations in the area also meant
that the church had a regular exchange with others, but also demanded uniformity. The church,
therefore, seems more static and inflexible in ideas and ideology.

The Lutherans, on the other hand, enjoyed independence and freedom of ideology since they
were not bound into a network. They were generally tied to the religious beliefs of the Lutheran
Church to be classified as a Lutheran Church, but since they were not bound into a formal church
network, they had greater flexibility to adapt to certain situations. One area of conflict which was
faced by the church in the dealing with German immigrants was that most German families
enjoyed their beer and the activities of the Turnverein, an organization usually not favorably
looked upon by church administrations. But realizing that in a small town, the number of
Germans was very limited, the church relaxed its views on Sunday laws and about drinking to
meet the needs of its congregation. Members of the German Lutheran Church could also be
members of the Turnverein without facing major conflicts. Traditionally, Turners and
churchgoers were two different sets of people. In a small town like Lawrence, such distinctions
became less clear.

Furthermore, German Freidenker (Freethinkers) realized that life in a town where church life
was the center of many families, was not easy. In a town where the second question was, "What
church do you go to?" there was not much room for rebellious ideas, especially not if you wanted
to maintain a successful business in town. Being a member of a church signaled to others the
respectability of a family. The German Lutheran Church in Lawrence recognized these pressures,
and tolerated the doings of the Turnverein to secure its own congregation. Since Lutherans and
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Turners worked for the same end, namely the preservation of German culture and language,
cooperation could be expected. If the Lutheran Church would allow German immigrants to spent
their Sunday afternoons in beer gardens and at card tables, then those immigrants were more
willing to spend their Sunday mornings in the church's pews. In a small town, compromises were
unavoidable.

The Methodist Church, on the other hand, opposed the doings of the Turnverein, because it did
not have the flexibility to do otherwise. It lacked the chance for adjustment to the needs, and,
therefore, was much smaller and faced a harder struggle for survival.

Both churches, nevertheless, were places to hold on to tradition and the German language. There,
Germans met and exchanged news among people of the same ethnic background who shared
similar values. As John Bodnar has pointed out, "immigrants participated in church communities
not simply because they were drawn to particular forms of belief or ideology but because these
communities continued to provide forms of mutual assistance... . In a strange land it was
especially satisfying to listen to the gossip and information of congregations where newcomers
knew most everyone by sight".| #66 | Furthermore, the practice of religious rites such as baptism,
communion or marriage, gave a sense of security, and maybe lessened homesickness. Youth
clubs and Frauenvereine, engaged in benevolent work and also provided support and friendship
in times of trouble.

Nevertheless, both churches had different goals. The German Lutheran Church aimed to preserve
German language and identity. It can, therefore, be seen as a vehicle for promoting German
consciousness. The Methodist Church saw itself as instrument for the Americanization of its
members. Lutherans were able to hold German language services for a longer period of time than
the Methodists. The Methodist Church had abandoned its German services as soon as it was
unnecessary, and children and church members demanded English services. William Nast
himself, the father of German Methodism in the United States, understood the role of the church
to help Germans become good citizens. According to Carl Wittke, Nast "was genually interested
in the Americanization of the immigrant and always contended that preaching Methodism to the
Germans would make them better citizens and help them to become Americanized".| #67

At the outbreak of World War I, the German Methodist Church saw its mission succeeded and
was willing to be absorbed into the American Methodist Church. This did not cause too many
problems because all along, the German Methodist Church had followed the Methodist ideology.
The Lutheran Church, on the other hand, had to show its flexibility again by changing language
and name, but managed to survive for thirty more years before it closed its doors.
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