




 
 
Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods      Dec. 13, 2011 
c/o Gwendolyn Klingenberg 
4900 Colonial Way 
Lawrence, KS 66049 

re:  12th & Haskell Salvage – Code enforcement  
 
Mayor Aron Cromwell 
Lawrence City Hall 
6 East 6th Street 
Lawrence KS 66044 

 
Dear Mayor and Commissioners: 

This letter is in support of Brook Creek Neighborhood Association’s ongoing concerns about the 
activities occurring at the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center. Because you have already received much 
information from BCNA about the situation and should be very familiar with the issues at this time, I 
won’t waste time by repeating what you all know. 

LAN supports salvage yards and recycling facilities as a very necessary component of our community. 
There must be facilities in our community for recycling our materials. However, it is also important to 
have a cleanly run business, located in a proper zoned area that does not damage the community in 
the process. LAN believes the activities at the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center are very damaging to the 
Brook Creek neighborhood. 

Therefore, LAN supports the Brook Creek Neighborhood Association’s request that the following 
actions be taken for a satisfactory resolution of this situation: 

• The salvage yard activities need to cease immediately in order to bring the facility in 
compliance with the terms of its non-conforming use. This aspect of the business needs to end 
permanently on this property. 

• All aspects of the open use of land must cease immediately according to code-compulsory 
language of City Code Section 20-1502 (d), and according to City staff determination, as 
indicated in the Notice of Violation. 

• The City of Lawrence should consider assisting the owner to relocate to a proper intensive 
industrial zoned location. 

• A thorough evaluation of the environmental damage to the property, including soil and water 
contamination, should be initiated 

• The environmental damage should be remediated. This should include the removal of all of the 
junk, cars, metal scrap, and material mixed in the soil (metal, rubber, plastic, etc). The 
contaminated soil should be removed and replaced. 

 
Thank you. 
 
Gwen Klingenberg,  

Lawrence Association of Neighborhoods - President 



 East Lawrence Neighborhood Association   
P.O. Box 442393 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
eastlawrence@yahoo.com 
                                                                               
 

December 12, 2011 
 
 
City Commission 
City Hall, 6 E. 6th St. 
Lawrence, KS  66044 
 
 
Re: 12th & Haskell Bargain Center 
 
Dear Commission Members, 
 
It has come to the attention of the East Lawrence Neighborhood Association that the 
12th & Haskell Bargain Center salvage yard produces a nearly constant loud noise of 
motorized industrial equipment associated with unloading, loading, moving, crushing 
and processing of material. The salvage yard’s activities consistently violate ordinance 
14-414A, Disturbing the Peace.  The equipment noise is accented with tremendous 
crashing sounds of metal being dropped into transport containers, which shakes 
neighboring houses in the immediate vicinity.  These aggravating noises penetrate not 
only the Brook Creek neighborhood but into East Lawrence as well.  The loud dumping 
of glass from private recyclers has at times extended very late into the evening hours.      
 
The facility is an eyesore, which violates several city codes related to litter and fencing, 
such as: 14-119 Owner to Maintain Premises Free of Litter.  There is a constant supply 
of trash in the ditches around this business and when the trash is picked up by 
neighbors, it quickly reappears. 
 
Gasoline, oil and solvent odors are frequent and quite potent depending on the direction 
and velocity of the wind.  These toxic chemicals are also draining into the watershed. 
We are concerned about the negative impact to the air quality from the toxic and foul 
smelling odors and the diesel exhaust from the near-constant use of the loaders and 
other equipment.   
 
The salvage yard business has brought a dramatic increase in vehicular traffic in the 
neighborhood. Large trucks and other vehicles drop off and pick up material throughout 
the day and travel down local residential roads adding to the noise, localized exhaust 
pollution, and damage to roads not designed for heavy truck use 
 
We are also very concerned about the frequency of toxic fires so close to a residential 
neighborhood.  The most recent being a fire involving six vehicles in which toxic smoke 
engulfed the neighborhood in January 2010 
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We request the following actions for a satisfactory resolution of this situation: 
 1) The salvage yard activities need to cease immediately in order to bring the 
facility in compliance with the terms of its non-conforming use. This aspect of the 
business needs to end permanently on this property. 
 2) All aspects of the open use of land must cease immediately according to code-
compulsory language of City Code Section 20-1502 (d), and according to City staff 
determination, as indicated in the Notice of Violation.  
 3) The City of Lawrence should consider assisting the owner to relocate to a 
proper intensive industrial zoned location. 
 4) A thorough evaluation of the environmental damage to the property, including 
soil and water contamination, should be initiated. 
 5) The environmental damage should be remediated. This should include the 
removal of all of the junk, cars, metal scrap, and material mixed in the soil (metal, 
rubber, plastic, etc). The contaminated soil should be removed and replaced. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Matthew Pryor, Board Member 
The East Lawrence Neighborhood Association 
 
 



Dear City Commissioners and City Staff,     12-12-11 
 
I am writing in support of the Brook Creek Neighborhood and their efforts to 
correct code violations at the industrial salvage yard at 12th & Haskell. The 
business has blighted the area and created a disturbance for residents. The non-
conforming use at this location has clearly expanded beyond any reasonable 
residential standards. This situation would absolutely not be acceptable or 
tolerated in any upscale neighborhood. It is regrettable that Brook Creek 
residents have had to work so hard to enforce the city code.  
 
Proper enforcement of city code provides clarity to investors and property 
owners. It also sends a clear message to all who believe that they are above 
following the rules. I hope that you will be supportive of the Brook Creek 
Neighborhood and enforce acceptable business practices at this location.  
 
 Thank you for your work on behalf of our city,  
 
      Sincerely, Candice Davis  
 
 
 



     Old West Lawrence Association 

 

December 9, 2011 

Mayor Aron Cromwell/Lawrence City Commission 
City Hall 
Lawrence, Kansas 66044 
 
Dear Mayor Cromwell and Fellow Commissioners: 
 
The Old West Lawrence Association has followed the Brook Creek neighborhood/Bo Killough 
controversy with considerable interest. OWLA sees Mr. Killough’s actions in the wake of his 
2003 agreement with the city as far overstepping the bounds of what is permissible.  Indeed, 
simple observation of his operations since 2005 appears to demonstrate that he has taken on 
high-nuisance industrial activities that do not comply with the “Open Land” provisions of the 
current city code. 
 
What is most disturbing to OWLA is that the Brook Creek neighborhood bears the brunt of Mr. 
Killough’s excesses.  The legalistic wrangling over the “open use” of land ignores the extent to 
which his activities have a direct bearing on the neighborhood.  We further believe that, when the 
City fails to halt non-complying activities in one neighborhood, all neighborhoods suffer from 
the precedent. 
 
We do not understand why this operation has been allowed to exceed its agreed-upon 2003 
limitations.  As a neighborhood association that faces various questions of land use, we strongly 
support the Brook Creek objections to Mr. Killough’s ongoing activities and open use of his 
land, in direct contradiction to the 2003 ruling by Linda Finger. 
 
We urge the Commission to end this nonconforming and intrusive set of activities carried out by 
Mr. Killough, which run contrary to the interests – and possibly the health – of the Brook Creek 
Community. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
David Carttar 
President, Old West Lawrence Association 
 

 



December 8, 2011 
 
Dear Mayor Cromwell and Commissioners, 
 
I am writing concerning your upcoming consideration of the Open Use of Land at 12th and 
Haskell. 
 
My comments are based on the stated purpose of the city’s Development Code's and its general 
rules for interpretation. See below; I have highlighted a few phrases in bold text. 
 
20-104 PURPOSE 
This Development Code is intended to implement the Lawrence/Douglas County Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan and other applicable plans adopted by the City Commission, hereinafter 
collectively referred to as the “Comprehensive Plan” – in a manner that protects, enhances and 
promotes the health, safety, and general welfare of the citizens of Lawrence. 
 
20-107 GENERAL RULES FOR INTERPRETING THE DEVELOPMENT CODE 
(b) Meanings and Intent 
(1) The language of the Development Code shall be read literally. Regulations are no more 
or less strict than stated. ... 
  
Based on the above, and then reading the staff report, it appears that no Open Use of Land is 
permitted at 12th and Haskell. The code provides no provision for interpretation on how much 
land is considered in the Open Use of Land definition. 
 
I understand that the property owner proposed at the start of the business that he be permitted 
to use “limited palletized outdoor storage of materials” and Linda Finger's letter of 2003 included 
that as a provision. That would allow limited use of open land. However, the code does not 
support even that, reading the code literally. Should it? It’s my opinion that extremely limited 
outdoor storage might be acceptable in conjunction with an allowed primary use, but only with a 
special use permit governing the Use of Open Land. The Use of Open Land could have deleterious 
impacts on surrounding properties and especially so when the business is not on property zoned 
for industrial or commercial use. The 12th and Haskell operation had shown that noise, fires, trash, 
mud and pollution can accompany an Open Use of Land. The term “palletized storage” sounds 
innocuous, but the processes of preparing the product for storage and moving it on and off site 
must also be considered.  
 
I think it's incumbent on a business located in residential zoning and next to a residential area to 
go out of its way to be a safe and considerate neighbor and steward of their property. This has 
not been the case at 12th and Haskell in recent years, and it has resulted in significant 
noncompliance issues. The Code's discontinuation of nonconforming Use of Open Land seems to 
indicate the city’s intent to eliminate these very kinds of impacts in situations of nonconforming 
zoning – supporting the Code’s purpose of promoting health, safety, and general welfare.  
 
Speaking as a neighborhood representative (acting president of the Barker Neighborhood 
Association), I also ask that you consider having staff identify any other non-conforming industrial 
and commercial uses (especially adjacent to residential zoning) and assure that they are operating 
within the regulations adopted by the city.  It would be best for the city to be on top of any 



possible noncompliance issues rather than having our citizens bring it to the attention of the city 
and endure continued disruption until the matter is resolved.  
 
Thank you for your consideration and your leadership, 
 
Lisa Harris 
1540 New Hampshire St 
Lawrence, KS 
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Bobbie Walthall

From: marilyn wiggins [marilyn.wiggins@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Wednesday, December 07, 2011 7:05 PM
To: Bobbie Walthall
Subject: 12th and Haskell Recycle Center

We (Marilyn and Russell Wiggins) started looking for a home in 1978. Our main concern was to find a nice 
quiet neighborhood as we had lived on Mass. street for years and grew tired of the noise of the busy street. We 
settled for a home on Laura St as it had little traffic and very little noise. Rays was there but with the fence one 
would not know he was there. There was no noise that we could hear from that business living one half block 
south of his business. All of that changed in 2003, we could live with the new business operating as a small 
recycle store. In 2005, 2006 things began to change and before we know it there is a full blown salvage, recycle, 
junk yard just a matter of a couple hundred feet from our front door. Not to mention the trash on 12th street that 
blows into the neighbors yards. Nails and other pieces of metal that litter the streets are a complete hazard to the 
motoring public. This past summer I spent many days outside and the noise from crushing, loading, unloading, 
was from morning till evening and not something enjoyed. It is stinky, ugly, and a pain to all neighbors. We as 
residents would like to see this illegal operation shut down or revert to 2003 standards. We have lived in our 
home 32years and have neighbors that have been here 50 years and we are tired of the noise and unsightly mess 
that we have to endure each day.  Marilyn and Russell Wiggins 



 
Mayor Aron Cromwell          December 7, 2011 
Lawrence City Hall 
6 East 6th Street 
Lawrence KS 66044 

Byron Wiley 
1200 Almira Ave 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
bwiley@sbcglobal.net 
 
RE: The 12th & Haskell Bargain Center 

 

Dear Mayor Cromwell: 

      I am including some information for your consideration prior to the December 13th City Commission 
meeting that pertains to the 12th and Haskell Bargain Center issue. 

 

1)   The Brook Creek Neighborhood Association’s letters from September 30, 2011, which provide a 
summary of the concerns of the neighborhood regarding the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center. 

2)   An interview with an elderly couple that has lived at 1222 Laura Street for 56 years.   I have included 
an MP3 audio file that is about 8 minutes long and a transcript of that interview 

3)    Written documentation including day and time of nuisance noise activities logged during November 
2011. This documentation indicates that the intensity of the noise nuisance activities--and other issues 
noticed during this time such as odors--has not been reduced, even though the physical extent of the Open 
Use of Land activities has been reduced recently. (Noise Nuisance Documentation file) 

 4)   Kansas Department of Health & Environment documentation on their investigations of the site. These 
files show that, while in 2003 Mr. Killough’s attorney said that he would be operating a ‘clean salvage’ 
operation, the neighborhood does not consider the activities at 1146 Haskell to be ‘clean salvage.’ 

    Please share this with the other commissioners. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Byron Wiley 
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Brook Creek Neighborhood Association 
Julia Mitchell, President 

1231 Brook St., 66044 
Telephone: 785-865-3688 

e-mail: brookcreekna@gmail.com; juliahenrym@yahoo.com 
 
Mayor Aron Cromwell       September 30, 2011 
Lawrence City Hall 
6 East 6th Street 
Lawrence KS 66044 
RE: The 12th & Haskell Bargain Center – intolerable salvage yard activities in our neighborhood 
 
Dear Mayor Cromwell,  
After the large toxic fire at the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center’s salvage yard on January 27, 2010, the 
neighborhood again brought to the attention of City officials the ongoing and increasing nuisances 
emanating from the junkyard.  This resulted in a fact-finding investigation that has now stagnated.  The 
City has not made any resolute final decision to eliminate the multiple code violations and ongoing 
nuisance issues that are despoiling our adjoining residential neighborhood.   
 

1) On May 4, 2010, Planning & Development Services issued a Notice of Violation with multiple 
citations, listing four actions that the 12th and Haskell Bargain Center must complete by May 31, 2010, 
including submittal of a site plan and a flood plain development permit.  Subsequently, it has been more 
than a year since August 11, 2010 when the city gave the 12th and Haskell Bargain Center an additional 
45 days to submit a site plan and flood plain permit.   A formal site plan has yet to be submitted and the 
Bargain Center is still operating without a proper site plan and permit.  Scott McCullough sent a memo to 
David Corliss on September 22, 2011, with an update of the situation.  We strongly disagree that “Mr. 
Killough has reduced the open use of land to levels found to be acceptable by staff in the context of the 
enforcement action.”  Please see attached aerial photo dated May 31, 2011, along with a copy of said 
memo. 

2) The Notice of Violation stated clearly that “A non-conforming commercial or industrial open use 
of land shall be discontinued . . .”, with Section 20-1701 defining Open Use of Land to include “auto 
wrecking yards, junk and salvage yards, storage yards . . .”  This is code-compulsory language, yet 
Planning & Development Services did not make this one of the actions required of the 12th and Haskell 
Bargain Center, and continues to ignore this strong justification for shutting down the activities there. 

3) The city made a mistake by not recognizing the 10 year gap in salvage use activities from 1993 to 
2003, subsequently granting an illegal nonconforming use permit in 2003.  According to City code, the 
abandonment of the nonconforming use (Ray’s old auto salvage) in 1993 should have permanently ended 
the nonconforming use of this property.  When applying for non-conforming use in 2003, the business 
owner, Bo Killough, postured himself as “purchasing returned or rejected housewares and appliances and 
furniture to repair and resell . . . within the structures on the site”.  If any non-conforming use is possibly 
legal on this residentially zoned site, it must be within the confines of the building. 

4) When the City issued the non-conforming use permit to the Bargain Center in late 2003, the 
neighborhood was not notified of the permit request nor the granting of the request, making it impossible 
for the neighborhood to respond within the required protest period. 

5) The daily aggravating and disturbing nuisances have not been stopped nor have they subsided.  
The nearly constant jolting loud noises (along with seismic waves) and the fouled air are at the top of the 
list.  This is negatively affecting the peace and the health of the neighbors in the adjacent neighborhood. 
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6) It is clear that the Bargain Center has exceeded their permitted use, morphing from a small second 
hand merchandise shop into a full blown intensive salvage yard operation, large collection recycling 
facility, and recycling processing facility, all of which are allowed only in IL and IG zoning.   

7) Numerous city codes have been violated and continue to be violated including: disturbing the 
peace, flood zone issues, groundwater pollution, air pollution, traffic congestion issues, failure of property 
to lose its nonconforming status after 10 year abandonment of non-conforming use, and operating in 
violation of the nonconforming open use of land code.   

8) We urge you to give Scott McCullough your full support to resolve this intolerable nuisance in a 
prompt manner.  It is now time for the City to make a final decision regardless of any perceived threat of 
legal action.  The neighborhood expects tangible action within 45 days of this letter. 
 
Last, I would like you to consider the situation from our point of view.  Consider YOUR neighborhood, 
the one you choose to live in.  Except for some occasional normal traffic noise, it was (at the time you 
purchased the property) probably a peaceful and quiet place with air that was mostly clean.  Now imagine 
that a large nearby empty tract of land is suddenly occupied by a salvage yard that constantly produces 
annoying and intolerable sounds both inside and outside of your private home.  Foul and potentially long 
term hazardous petroleum based odors drift through your neighborhood.  How would you feel?  How 
would you resolve the problem? 
 
The attached text outlines the nuisance issues, history of the situation, suggested actions and resolutions, 
and pertinent activities that have transpired since March 2010.  We will gladly share any additional 
documentation.  
  
Sincerely yours,   
 
 
Julia Mitchell 
 
 
Attachments: 
1)   05-04-2010 Notice of violation 
2)   Synopsis of past history, nuisances and recent history of action 
3)   Aerial photo of May 2011 open use of land 
4)   Aerial photo from 2003 
5)   McCullough memo of September 22, 2011 
 
cc: Bob Schumm 
Mike Amyx 
Michael Dever 
Hugh Carter 
David Corliss 



 

Brook Creek Neighborhood Association 
Julia Mitchell, President 

1231 Brook St., 66044 
Telephone: 785-865-3688 

e-mail: brookcreekna@gmail.com; juliahenrym@yahoo.com 
 
 
12th & Haskell Bargain Center background data detail 
September 30, 2011 
 
1) The 12th & Haskell Bargain Center salvage yard produces a nearly constant loud noise of motorized 
industrial equipment associated with unloading, loading, moving, crushing and processing of material. 
The salvage yard’s activities consistently violate ordinance 14-414A, Disturbing the Peace which states: 
“It shall be unlawful for any person to make, continue, maintain or cause to be made or continue any 
excessive, unreasonable or unusually loud noise which disturbs, injures, endangers the repose, health, 
peace or safety of other people of ordinary sensitivity within the vicinity of the noise.”  The equipment 
noise is accented with tremendous crashing sounds of metal being dropped into transport containers, 
which shakes neighboring houses in the immediate vicinity.  These aggravating noises penetrate the 
neighborhood throughout the week and sometimes early in the morning, into the evening hours, and 
during the weekend.  The loud dumping of glass from private recyclers has at time extended very late 
into the evening hours.      
       
Since March 2010 the only changes to noise levels have been the removal of a loud outdoor speaker used 
for communication with vehicles on the scales and the relocation of the aluminum storage and loading 
area.  For all intents and purposes, this has not changed the duration nor the intensity of the excessively 
loud noises. 
 
2) The facility is an eyesore, which violates several city codes related to litter and fencing, such as: 14-
119 Owner to Maintain Premises Free of Litter. “The owner or person in control of any private property 
shall at all times maintain the premises free of litter.  This Section shall not prohibit the storage of litter in 
authorized private receptacles for collection (Code 1979, 14-119)”.  There is a constant supply of trash in 
the ditches around this business and when the trash is picked up by neighbors, it quickly reappears. Bags 
float around the neighborhood and up into our trees.  Trash also blows into the new rail to trail project 
area.  Material is frequently stacked above the privacy fence.  The fence itself has been damaged by their 
activities and looks unsightly. Junk stacked in the yard is almost always very visible since it extends 
above fence level. 
       
Since March 2010 there has only been some minor improvements in the amount of litter spewing out 
onto the surrounding area.  Mud clods still continue on occasion to be tracked out onto Haskell Avenue.    
The stacked aluminum has been removed below fence level.  However, by standing just south of the 
fence, offensive piles of junk can frequently be seen looming above the level of the fence. 
 
3) Gasoline, oil and solvent odors are frequent and sometimes are quite potent depending on the direction 
and velocity of the wind. We are concerned about the negative impact to our air quality and our health 
from the toxic and foul smelling odors and the diesel exhaust from the near-constant use of the loaders 
and other equipment.  From City Code, 9-201, Nuisances Defined; Prohibited - “It shall be unlawful for 
any person to permit, cause, keep or maintain any nuisance, or cause to be committed, caused, kept or 
maintained any nuisance within the City.  Anything dangerous to human health, or anything that renders 
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the ground, the water, the air or food hazardous or injurious to human health is hereby deemed and 
declared to be a nuisance (Code 1979, 9-201)”. 
       
Nothing has changed for the better since March 2010.   The vapors and exhaust are ever present and as 
objectionable as they always have been.  
 
4) The salvage yard is located in the 100-year flood plain and a floodway.  We are concerned that over the 
years since they opened, the accumulated motor oil and other toxic car fluids, such as brake fluid, 
antifreeze and gasoline, may be adversely affecting ground water and surface runoff. Streams run on two 
sides of the salvage yard property, which empty into the Kansas River.  City codes require material stored 
in floodplains to be “readily removable,” an impossibility in this situation.  20-1204 (e)(viii) regarding 
storage of material in the floodplain and requirements to keep materials “readily removable.”  
    
Since March 2010 the city has been working on this issue and think that some preliminary changes have 
been made.  It is our understanding that a final ruling on the positioning of stored materials has not been 
made.  After multiple complaints and investigations (KDHE and the city), the Bargain Center now 
appears to be collecting some toxic and hazardous fluids before vehicular crushing activities.   
 
5) The amount of material stored in the salvage yard has gradually increased over time.  The number of 
junk vehicles at any given time has varied tremendously.  The salvage yard includes a very large pile of 
scrap in the middle, a section for aluminum scrap, miscellaneous materials scattered throughout, 
palletized storage of compacted metal, and uncovered recycling drop off receptacles.  Note that in Article 
15 of the current Development Code (20-1502 (b)(1,3)) that states the nonconforming use may not be 
changed or expanded unless it reduces the nonconforming aspects of the situation-- which means that the 
salvage yard is only allowed to become more like a residential use, and less intensely an industrial use. 
      
Since March 2010 the amount of material stored and processed has likely stabilized and but continues to 
be in a state of flux.  The processing of the material occurs most of the day, five and a half days of the 
week.   
 
6) This facility is contributing to the propagation of pests in the neighborhood.  The trapped rainwater in 
the vast quantities of scrap material in the yard is no doubt adding to the increased number of mosquitoes. 
The facility also has at times, piled plastic bags and bottles up against the building approximately 6 feet 
high.  This has the potential for harboring vermin.  These nuisances are a public health threat and prevent 
us from enjoying our property in peace. 
   
Since March 2010 there have been some minor storage changes but this does not affect the overall pest 
propagation issue. 
 
7) The salvage yard business has brought a dramatic increase in vehicular traffic in the neighborhood. 
Large trucks and other vehicles drop off and pick up material throughout the day and travel down local 
residential roads adding to the noise, localized exhaust pollution, and damage to roads not designed for 
heavy truck use.  Twelfth St. just east of Haskell sometimes gets very congested with Bargain Center 
vehicles parking on both sides of the street, blocking traffic flow.  This occasionally creates a hazardous 
situation at the intersection of 12th and Haskell.  
      
Vehicles also track mud from the yard out onto the street, and several neighbors have reported flat tires 
due to littered scrap objects on 12th Street adjacent to the salvage yard.  One of the ordinances violated is 



14-108 Truck Loads Causing Litter.  “Nor shall any person drive or move any vehicle or truck within the 
City, the wheels or tires of which carry onto or deposit in any street, alley or other public place, mud, 
dirt, sticky substances, litter or foreign matter of any kind.”   Trucks have rutted our yards when they 
have backed up onto Almira Avenue to turn around. 
      
Since March 2010 nothing has changed in this category.  There is still heavy parked traffic at times 
blocking 12th Street traffic flow.  
 
8) We are very concerned about the frequency of toxic fires so close to our residential neighborhood. 
Here is a history of the fires on the property: 
06-28-2004 - explosion, vehicle fire and smoke 
01-25-2006 - large vehicle fire, nasty black plume of smoke 
10-27-2006 - vehicle fire 
01-04-2007 - vehicle fire 
04-26-2007 - vehicle fire 
01-02-2009 - small trash fire 
01-27-2010 - a fire involving six vehicles, toxic smoke engulfs neighborhood 
 
The above issues are documented by photographs, written documentation, public records and testimony 
from neighbors.  These issues are just the highlights of an extensive list of problems, not including 
egregious violations from the first two years of operation. 
 
A brief history of the property use over the years. 
Prior to 1951, the current site of the 12th & Haskell Bargain & Recycling Center was farmland. From 
1951 through 1993 the Ray family operated Ray’s Garage & Auto Salvage (Used, Rebuilt, New Parts, 
Buy & Sell American Wrecked Cars, Auto Repair & Installation). Based on an interview with a 54-year 
resident of the neighborhood, the old car salvage operation was quiet, the cars were parked in rows neatly 
below fence level, and there were no traffic issues.  
 
Aerial photographs confirm tidiness of the old salvage yard site. The Ray family salvage yard ceased 
operations in 1993 and from 1993 through 2003 the property was rented out to auto repair businesses 
(Bill & Wayne’s Car Care, Mikes Auto Service, Harris Auto Repair, and Pearson Frame & Alignment) 
and to a towing company (Quality Tow Service). None of these businesses conducted any salvage-related 
business. Quality Tow Service arrived in 1997. They impounded vehicles that were abandoned or 
illegally parked. Unclaimed vehicles were auctioned off about three or four times a year and no salvage 
activities took place. 
 
A separate timeline document is available showing how this property was used over time. 
 
An aerial photo from 2000 shows that the yard was nearly empty, indicating that the towing company 
which used the majority of the property, was winding down their activities. The property was sold in late 
2003 to Bo Killough and the 12th & Haskell Bargain & Recycling Center slowly started building their 
junkyard and salvage operation.  Aerial photographs verify the dramatically different nature of the 
historical use of the property, compared to the current use. 
 
Junkyards and salvage yards are required to operate in Intensive Industrial zones, away from schools, 
churches and neighborhoods; however, the 12th & Haskell Bargain & Recycling Center property has 
residential zoning, and operates with a non-conforming use obtained by the previous owners. In 2006, 



Sheila Stogsdill explained that the non-conforming use permit allows the salvage yard to bypass review 
by the Planning Commission and the City Commission, and that they are not required to get a Use 
Permitted Upon Review (UPR).  The 12th & Haskell Bargain & Recycling Center does not have a 
Special Use Permit (SUP) either. 
 
When the 12th & Haskell Bargain Center was contemplating purchasing the property and requested the 
continued non-conforming use, the statement issued by Mr. Killough’s attorney in a letter dated June 19, 
2003 represented the future activities of the business as follows: “Bo is in the business of purchasing 
returned or rejected housewares and outdoor appliances and furniture from distributors and salvaging 
such items to reassemble and sell. The business is a clean salvage and sales operation. It is anticipated 
that there will be limited palletized outdoor storage of materials, and that most of the assembly work will 
be conducted within the structure on the site. It is anticipated that the business hours will be 8:00 a.m. to 
6:00 p.m. seven days a week with limited evening hours.” 
 
In a letter dated August 5, 2003, Linda Finger, Director of City/County Planning, approved the 
nonconforming use: “The information indicates that the property has been utilized continuously for 
various industrial/commercial purposes including both wholesale and retail sales since 1951….The uses 
proposed by Bo Killough for the property which include salvage, assembly and sales of housewares, 
outdoor appliances and furniture and similar in nature to the previous salvage and sales operation.” 
 
The 12th & Haskell Bargain & Recycling Center’s damaging activities have clearly expanded beyond the 
permitted non-conforming use, escalating to a condition intolerable to its residential neighbors. The prior 
use of this property did not include extensive non-vehicular scrap, and did not approach the current extent 
of outdoor scattered unpalletized material. The old code in place at the time the property changed hands 
states the following: 20-1302 Limitations on Non-Conforming Uses. (a) No non-conforming building, 
structure, or use of land shall be changed, extended, enlarged, or structurally altered unless: (see the 
specific section for the list of exceptions). There was in fact a 10 year period from 1993 through 2003 
when there were no scrap and/or salvage activities taking place on the property. Section 20-1304b from 
the ordinance in place at the time of the approval of the non-conforming use states: “A lawful non-
conforming use of a building, structure, or land that has been voluntarily discontinued for a period of six 
calendar months shall not thereafter be resumed. (Code 1979, 20- 1003; Ord. 5034)” This ten year 
period of no salvage activity should have discontinued the non-conforming use status. 
 
Under chapter 20, article 15, section 20-1502 (d)  “Discontinuance of Nonconfoming Open Uses of 
Land,” it is clearly stated that the use of this non-conforming property should have been discontinued 
years ago. 
 
The peace, quiet and scenic character of this neighborhood has been violated. Allowing this nuisance to 
continue will bring continued harm to our neighborhood. Landowners will experience decreased market 
values, and renting properties will become difficult if not already challenging. “Who wants to live next to 
a 'dump',” as one neighbor succinctly described the abject situation. An attempt to open a salvage yard 
adjacent to any neighborhood in this city would be immediately halted due to outrage from residents 
regardless of whether or not city codes barred such activities.  
 
Neighborhood Resources was asked to address issues at the 12th and Haskell Bargain & Recycling 
Center in February 2006. They only addressed some minor issues that were not relevant to curtailing the 
larger continuing nuisance to the neighborhood. 
 



Suggested action 
Salvage yards and recycling facilities are a very necessary component of our community. There must be 
facilities in our community for recycling our materials. It is however, also important to have a cleanly run 
business, located in a proper zone that does not damage the community in the process. 
 
We request the following actions for a satisfactory resolution of this situation: 
1) The salvage yard activities need to cease immediately in order to bring the facility in compliance with 
the terms of its non-conforming use. This aspect of the business needs to end permanently on this 
property. 
2) All aspects of the open use of land must cease immediately according to code-compulsory language of 
City Code Section 20-1502 (d), and according to City staff determination, as indicated in the Notice of 
Violation.  
3) The City of Lawrence should consider assisting the owner to relocate to a proper intensive industrial 
zoned location. 
4) A thorough evaluation of the environmental damage to the property, including soil and water 
contamination, should be initiated. 
5) The environmental damage should be remediated. This should include the removal of all of the junk, 
cars, metal scrap, and material mixed in the soil (metal, rubber, plastic, etc). The contaminated soil 
should be removed and replaced. 
 
 
History of events since February 2010 
 
02-2010 -      “KDHE issued an emergency order for the owner to “cease and desist activities that create a 
hazard and immediate danger to surrounding property and to public health and safety.”   Investigators 
found that they were not properly removing gasoline before crushing.   More than 200 vehicles on the 
property.  65 of 75 vehicles contained flammable automotive fluids.   Killough told KDHE inspectors that 
he was unaware that fluids needed to be removed from salvage vehicles prior to crushing. The order 
states: “By failing to remove the gasoline and other automotive fluids prior to crushing, respondents have 
created an immediate danger and hazard to the surrounding properties and property owners from fires 
started at the facility.” 
 
03-04-2010    Met with Scott McCullough and staff to discuss the situation.   The discussion included 
historical information, photos, aerial photos, video documentation, etc.   We were advised that they 
conduct their own research. 
 
05-04-2010   Notice of violation sent to Bo Killough, owner of the 12th and Haskell Recycle Center.   
This stern letter outlines several actions that were to be completed by 05-31-2010, including reducing the 
activities of the business to city approved activity levels. 
 
05-18-2010   We filed a BZA appeal of the 05-04 Notice of Violation because of certain omissions in the 
Notice of Violation. 
 
06-01-2010    Met with City staff to discuss the status of the issue and to discuss withdrawing the BZA 
appeal.  Reassurances from staff seemed to indicate that their code enforcement would achieve 
substantive improvements. 
 



06-22-2010   The BZA appeal was withdrawn.  
 
08-11-2010   A meeting was arranged by Scott McCullough between the neighbors, city staff and Mr. 
Killough, the owner of the Bargain Center, on location.  We all toured the property and were shown how 
the business operates.  It was unveiled that the Bargain Center had made several insignificant changes to 
ameliorate the nuisance.  The core issues were skirted and were not addressed. It was understood and 
agreed that Bo would submit a site plan for all of us to review within 45 days of this meeting. To date this 
has not happened.  
 
10-22-2010 – Mr. Killough’s attorney sent a letter outlining concerns and proposals.  Nothing of any 
substance is discussed in this letter that would resolve the nuisance issues.  Additionally, the non-
conforming use of the property is discussed and again an incorrect conclusion is reached suggesting that 
the property has been utilized continuously for industrial purposes after Rays auto salvage business 
closed in 1993.  Instead of relying on persuasive letters submitted by the attorneys representing the seller 
and buyer of this property, an independent investigation would have easily revealed this to be incorrect.   
Bo’s attorney’s letter also indicates that a site plan proposal is in the works.   
 
03-2011 – Mr. Killough expressed a desire to meet with the neighbors to discuss his ideas and the 
neighbors declined to meet at a non-city mediated meeting.  At that point in time our concerns have been 
crystal clear and an appearance of the property owner “working with the neighborhood” seems to be 
postponing making a resolute decision to end this nuisance.  If there was interest in “working with the 
neighbors,” proper adherence to established city codes would have been followed from the beginning.  
An industrial salvage yard is not an acceptable land use in a residential neighborhood.     
 
04-08-2011 – Contact with Scott indicated that a new city attorney was being brought up to speed on the 
issues and that the “open use of land” code was being investigated.  He also indicated that the issue may 
boil down to the original non-conforming use permit.    There has been no tangible evidence of any 
action since this point in time.  
 
04-2011 – Julia Mitchell reported that she had a conversation with Scott and was told that this case is 
mostly closed due the then neighborhood’s lack of interest in meeting with the owner.  How can this be 
correct? 
 
07-25-2011 – We were advised by police officers on several occasions that this business is exempt from 
the noise ordinance.  We could not find any exemptions in the City Code that we researched. 
 
09-14-2011 – Dave Corliss met with the Brook Creek Neighborhood Association about the matter.  He 
reported that he, Scott McCullough, Brad Finkeldei and Mayor Cromwell met within the past month.  
Supposedly Mr. Finkeldei claims that Bo Killough is operating a legal non-conforming use.  Dave said 
that he disagrees with that assessment.  He said he would get us a status report soon. 
 
09-22-2011 – Scott McCullough issued a memo stating “Mr. Killough has reduced the open use of land to 
levels found to be acceptable by staff.  Staff is currently working with Mr. Killough to formalize a site 
plan that clearly delineates the boundary of the open use of land.”  Being that the Code does not allow 
open use of land at this location for the current uses, it is our position that there is no acceptable level of 
open use of land. 
 
 



December 1 2011, Interview with Leo and Teresa Schwartz, 1222 Laura St.   56 year 
residents of the Brook Creek Neighborhood. 
MP3 audio recording accompanies this transcript. (Short version) 
 
Byron – You say that you have lived here for 57 
Teresa – It will be 57 years in June  [purchased house in 1955] 
Byron – For the record, your names 
Teresa -  Teresa Schwartz and Leo Schwartz 
Byron – So you were here when Ray’s Salvage was here, how was that place during the time he was her 
Teresa – He was quite wasn’t he Leo?  Ray’s was quite, he did not buy all this junk.  He just bought the 
cars. 
Leo – Yeah, he just worked on cars 
Teresa – He just bought cars and took them apart and rebuild cars 
Byron – And then what you did at some point, just because it was a bit of an eyesore with the 
neighborhood.  And you with the, what was the old neighborhood group? 
Teresa – The Far East Lawrence Organization 
Byron – So, you took this to the City and you said Buford Watson was the 
Teresa – Manager 
Byron –  The manager, and they forced him to put up   
Teresa – a Fence 
Byron – and that is the same fence that is here right now 
Teresa – same fence.    And he was supposed to keep his trees cleaned and he did, didn’t he Leo?  He kept 
all his trees all trimmed [along the fence line]  
Leo – Yeah  
Byron – And back then, the intensity of Ray’s business, how would you compare it to the way this business 
is operating right now.  
Teresa -  Well as Ray’s business, he was really quite wasn’t he Leo? 
Leo -  Yes, he was –  
Teresa – You couldn’t hear anything because he did his pounding inside the garage 
Byron – Okay 
Teresa – The garage faced 11th Street.  
Leo – The only time that Ray was umm noisy was about once a month  or maybe every two months when 
he had too many cars to work on he smash ‘em and send them to Kansas City but he did not break ‘em up 
or nothing. He just smashed the top down so he could get another one on there.   He left tires and 
everything together so that they could take them apart again some place else.  He just [smashed] the cab 
like thing down.  He did not hurt the motor or the tires or nothing. 
Byron – Ray’s,  they ended their business in 1993 and from the research I have done and from talking to 
neighbors and probably from talking to you before, all that we saw in during this 10 year period, before this 
current place moved in,  the 12th and Haskell Bargain Center, it was just auto repair 
Teresa – Yeah, auto repair and the Quality Wrecker.  
Byron – The Quality Wrecker, that is all that I saw 
Teresa – That is all that was in there, there was nothing else in there.   And decided to sell it.   When he 
decided to sell it then is when they--  This guy [Bo] got in there and he was not supposed to because it was 
not rezoned for that. 
Byron – Right, right.  
Teresa – We was always told that the Far East Lawrence [Organization] that if Ray ever moved out of there 
it could not go back to a junkyard.   That it would have to go back to--    
Byron – Right.  So, and then once the Bargain Center got in, what started happening, how did it affect your 
area of the neighborhood? 
Teresa – Well, it started out with all them big trucks going through here [Laura Street].   And they was 
stacked up so high that they would tear Mrs. Martinez’ cable and her telephone wire that ran across the 
street.   We wasn’t affected because ours come in from the back, but hers – 
Leo -  It got the road busted 
Byron – You have heard, I guess, they have had six car fires, we found that out from the fire records. 
Teresa – That one in the back, we was sitting on the front porch wasn’t we Leo? 



Leo – Yeah 
Teresa – And there was such a big boom.  We did not know what in the world it was.   It exploded back 
there, something exploded in the back .    And there for a while, they have not done it here lately [rattle 
windows] but the bump bump bumps that keeps going on all day long, I don’t know what they are doing 
back there because I can’t see because of the fence.   
Byron – Right, right— 
Teresa – But off and on or once and a while our windows will rattle.   I asked Phil the other day, I says 
Phil.   He says if you think yours are rattling you ought to see mine.   
 
 ---End 
   



Text documentation from November and December 2011.     A running log of activities was started in January 2004, 
documenting nuisance activities affecting the neighborhood. 
 
11-02-2011   - Loud crashing and loading of scrap starting around 10:45 this morning.    Lots of skid loader noise before that. 
 
11-04-2011  - Mid morning – constant noise from the junk yard – listened to a large truck flexing its air brakes for about 10 minutes, 
there are banging noises and then at 10:27 the glass container collector (was the truck with the noisy brakes) came and there was glass 
dumping / shifting.   Very loud.  
        Glass was being dumped around 12:30.    Lots of skid loader noise most of the morning.  At 1:55 I noticed some activity, then 
large loading and crashing sounds.  
 
11-05-2011 – Late morning and noon – large equipment moving stuff around in the yard.    At 12:50 noticed more loading, metal 
scraping, etc.    Has been noisy most of this late morning and early afternoon.   Skid loaders are moving stuff around.  
 
11-07-2011 – 8:20 – large equipment, forked loader is started up, the deep rumbles are very loud.   It was unloading a vehicle that was 
brought in.  8:32  Banging, something being tossed around.   It is 9:21 and have been hearing nearly constant skid loader activity, 
bangs and crashes along the way.     
    (Made recordings of a large truck dumping material on the south side of the garage.)   Also took a photo of them pushing the 
material inside the building.   Skid loaders pushed the material in as well as manual labor.    Can hear lots of shoveling noises, material 
being shoveled into the processing area in the garage 9:34.   Another truck backs up and unloads material on the driveway. 
    Glass crashing at 2:14 and skid loader activity.    When I came home after lunch, lots of bags of aluminum dumped by the garage 
and lots of cardboard in the other garage opening.    More glass crashing at 2:18.  (made a third recording) 
 
11-08-2011  (probably a slower day due to the rain last night) 9:21 – explosive metallic sound, likely a tail gate closing.   Skid loaders 
running at 9:35 causing banging sounds.    Skid loader  most of the morning.   Glass crashing at 12:25.   Truck also back up and 
dumping cardboard.  1:30 – two pieces of equipment running at the same time.   Skid loaders running most of the previous time.     
Sliding of metal sounds – stuff dumped off of a truck in the yard.   2:33 another explosive tailgate sound.   3:12 – very loud dumping 
of glass from a recycler company.  3:46 – loud, two skid loader vehicles going.   Loud echoing crash at 3:48.    3:56 skid loader 
dumping metal cans loudly and scraping.    Skid loaders have not stopped in a while.    4:19 dropped loud metal on concrete.  
Continuation of loud moving and banging 4:23.    
 
11-09-2011  - Large loader started operating at 10:40.     
 
11-10-2011 – Sorting material by the garage, banging material, skid loaders moving stuff around this mid morning.    Loud back up 
beeping at 11:04.   Took photographs of a Honey Creek truck – it backed up and dumped plastic in the garage and in front.   The 
tailgate banged around many times over the past 8 minutes.    The truck was weighed and then left.    Late morning, skid loaders, 
banging on something.   Loud skid loader activity at 11:29.   11:32 Someone is unloading metal into the pile – loud.    11:44 loud 
loading in the junkyard.  Seismic jolt at 11:49.    Around 11:55 took photos and made a longer sound recording of the loading.   Very 
loud squeaking, loading banging, etc.  12:51 Another truck pulls up and is unloading material in front of the garage.   Noisy.   Back up 
beeps and long period of unloading, it is now 12:56.   1:00 glass dumping.   Idling equipment engines, low frequency droning.  
    1:35 – more loading and crashing in the back yard of the property is underway.    Loud skid loader movement 2:10.   (made 
recording) 
 
11-11-2011 – Early this morning – skid loader movement and some heavier equipment.    Loading scrap at 8:49.   Seismic noise, loud 
metal crashes.   Still going strong at 9:14.   Large loading has stopped at 9:29.    Skid loader is banging stuff around now.   9:33, large 
loader is loading again and banging stuff around.   Transport truck now leaving at 9:36.   Skid loaders are making noise up front.    
Low frequency noise from all.  9:49 – new transport container truck just arrived, new round of loud loading starts again.   Very loud 
percussive crashing, low frequency booms, etc.    
 
11-14-2011  Around 8:00 noticed activity starting up.     Vehicles dropped off stuff by garage, some equipment in the garage 
processed material, very loud.    Skid loader in front of garage very loud, moving stuff around.   A large transport truck blocked 12th 
Street, backed up and went in the north entrance to the back yard.    A front end loader scooped up what appears to be smashed glass 
or something of that consistency, and dumped it in the transport truck.   Took video of this activity.    The track hoe loader started up 
belching smoke (video) and moved some stuff around.   Idling and rumbling, low frequency noises. 
 
It is 8:39 and the front end loader is still operating – likely since 8:15.   I can hear the sound of glass from the material the loader is 
dumping into the transport truck.   The squeaking joints of the loader are high pitched and irritating.    (audio recording of glass file 
172)   Recorded glass from the loading.    Loading continuing at 8:59.  9:08 loading continues, cascade of glass. 
 



It is 9:21 and the activity of loading glass continues.   Skid loaders are active during this time.   There is a constant drone of equipment 
moving stuff and the low frequency noises of the heavy equipment.   There has not been a single silent moment this morning – 9:34 
now.   Loud glass dropping 9:37.   9:59, the noise continues banging, idling machines.   10:10, steel being tossed around, banging, 
back up beeps.  10:52 noticed fuel truck – looked like it was filling containers in the old aluminum loading area. 
 
10:53 – BK equip truck backed up to unload bags of material by garage.   11:10 Glass crashing, loaders continue to idle.  Front skid 
loader started up, moving stuff around the back.  11:19 – skid loaders very loud.    11:29  More significant dumping of some sort of 
material, sliding out.   Engines continue to idle and skid loaders moving stuff around.    11:34, more stuff sliding out and being 
dumped.   More accentuated noise at 11:43 (noise beyond the constant drone).   Dropping and sliding of material 11:45.  Dumping of 
material 11:51.   Unloaded a vehicle at 11:57, low rumble of fork front end loader. Loader still moving around at 12:05.  (176 sound 
file of loader lifting vehicle on fluid collecting apparatus).   Loader at 12:13 continues to move cars around.   Filmed Skid loader up 
front from window moving stuff from garage. 
 
12:41 Glass dumping in the pit, drive up customer. 12:46 Material being dumped in garage, very loud.   12:52 more dumping of cans. 
Idling loader turns off at 12:53 (was running most of the morning).     Glass being dumped at 12:57, like a small waterfall of glass…  
Now cans or something similar is being dumped, shoveled around.   More glass was just dumped.    1:05 Dumping of cans, etc.  
(continuous for a minute).    1:12   More metal cans being dumped.   Glass dumped at 1:14.  Glass dumping at 1:15.  1:17 Loud 
vehicle starting up in front of garage of business.    1:19 metal object dropped on driveway and rattled around.    1:24, some sort of 
wooden container was dropped loudly.    1:29  Customer truck revving up and down as it brings in a load of refrigerators.   1:29 loud 
dumping of glass from customer.     1:32 Loud crashes from unloading, then skid loader started up.   Also glass dumping  (177 sound 
file of noises).   1:40 front end loader starts up then removes vehicle from oil change rack.   1:45 glass dumping, loader is still running 
and moving stuff around.   1:47, now the skid loader is running out back.   1:49, track hoe loader (thumb bucket loader) started up 
while skid loader moved some stuff around.      
 
   At 1:54, track hoe (thumb bucket loader) started loading aluminum.  Took video and audio recording files of this.  Glass dumping in 
the background.  Extremely loud, low frequency noises, smashing, etc.    Skid loaders in front of garage going full tilt moving stuff 
around.    Lots of aluminum loading and packing loudly into container – right next to the fence.   Took video, made sound recordings, 
still photos (from bedroom and some outside – all sound recordings from bedroom).    Took some video from midway down the street 
– nearly as loud.   During this episode there was some very loud glass dumping off and on.   It is 2:29 – still going on.   Noticed 
exhaust fumes belching out of the machine from time to time.    More glass crashing away at 2:38 and the track hoe loader is still 
loading  and creating some thunderous crashes, a few were seismic.       I think that the track hoe loader turned off at 2:46.   2:47 the 
forked front end loader pushed the aluminum container away from the area.  Very loud, and exhausting!     Now I hear idling vehicles, 
might be the Track hoe loader.    Skid loader is active in front of garage banging around, very noisily.     Loud loading and moving 
stuff around by large thumb loader continues through 3:05. 
 
   Glass crashing at 3:06, banging noises and back up beeps happening at the same time.  Loud back up beep at 3:09.   3:11 sheet metal 
banged around loudly by garage.   Idling loader in the yard.   Banging on something at 3:13 loudly and then some loud metal is 
dropped on the concrete.    3:18 very loud loader noise rumbling around and squeaking.  Skid loaders in the background.    Glass 
crashing at 3:25 and back up beeps, idling engines, revving loader engines.   
 
3:29 the track hoe loader moved scrap around (made video – making video all day!)     At the same time a metal container was being 
unloaded in front of the garage.   All are extremely noisy.   There are back up beeps, cascading metal crunching sounds, squeaks, etc.    
Large crash at 3:34, and more cascading of metal sounds.   (183 or 182 – recording device)   Made a recording at 3:37 of track hoe 
activity and then banging on the tail gate of the recycling container in front of the garage.    Extra large crash at 3:41, stacking and 
pushing continues.   Large container truck started up and moved to the back at 3:45, idling engines out back.     Very large cascading 
sound of metal crunching at 3:46.     3:49 video taken of both loaders going strong.     Shaking skid loader bucket at 3:53 and it is 
driving around scooping up scraps.    Big crashing sound at 3:56.     Very loud continuous noise now it is 4:01.  Loud dumping of glass 
at 4:04, noises above continue.      Car and trailer races down 12th street at 4:04 and more glass is being dumped.     More glass 
dumping at 4:10, multiple times.      A piggyback wrecker just went speeding by on 12th Street after dropping off a vehicle at 4:12.   
Machinery idling loudly out back, low frequency.    Loud truck traffic pulling out and moving around 4:26, large crashes of metal, etc.    
Filmed video of loading of large container truck that started around 4:26 and is going strong at 4:24.   I took some video at Almira 
street midpoint and the noise is penetrating all the way down.     Loud popping sound at 4:42 and the loading is continuing into the 
container truck.   Loud skid loader noise up front by garage 4:47.    
 
   Large cascading loading noise at 4:49, transport truck continues to be filled.   Glass is being dumped in the background.   Another 
very large crash at 4:51, skid loader motored up.     Track hoe loader stopped at 4:54.     Can hear glass banging in the background and 
an idling skid loader.    All stopped at 5:00.    
(was home all day to observe all for one of the few times) 
 
 



11-15-2011    8:00 – spotted a city garbage truck being weighed and then left the scales and roared down Almira.    One of the front 
end loader (big equip) is idling in the back lot.  8:11  Skid loader noise and some banging of metal stuff.   8:21  Now a total of four 
city garbage trucks have been weighed and all turned down Almira Street adding excessive very loud noise.   There is banging around 
in the yard and an idling truck still.    Tossing of metal has continued through 8:31.    Front end fork loader is moving a vehicle to the 
fluid change rack.   It is 8:58 and the noise, low frequency noises, banging have been continuous.  Skid loaders moving stuff up front.  
9:01, metal crashing and glass dumping.    Low frequency idling continues,   Multiple glass dumping.   
 
9:30 Idling has been non stop – low penetrating rumble.    9:32 loud metal crash.  9:39 glass being dumped multiple times, loader has 
continued to idle.   9:44 skid loaders noisy up by garage moving stuff. 9:46 glass dumping.  Left at 9:50 for work. 
 
Returned at 1:32 from work.    Upon arrival a blue med size container truck was unloading stuff in front of the garage, idling motor, 
crashing metal tailgate, etc.  (took video).   There is some glass crashing at 1:37 and in the yard some sort of metal sawing sound 
happening.   1:38, very low frequency truck idling.    1:41 loud skid loader.    2:00 loud idling.   2:06 idling loader starts making more 
noise.    Back up beeps in front of building.   Large transport truck is rolling into place.   2:08  Track hoe loader is starting to operate.   
 
  2:14 material being thrown around.    A white truck’s bed is tilted to pick up a roll off containers.  2:18 started loading the container 
truck.   VERY loud percussive and explosive loading.   (took video around the neighborhood.   2:40 very loud cascade of glass.    2:42 
it continues.     2:58, loading is continuing.    The track hoe also cleaned out a small container truck that showed up.      Extremely loud 
loading and shoving of materials around.   
 
3:30 Interviewed by Channel 6.   Plenty of background noise, popping of recycling material run over by skid loader.   Glass crashing, 
etc.   3:59 Skid loaders moving stuff around up front.  4:05 loud glass crashing.    4:15, loud idling, lots of metal being thrown around.  
Skid loaders moving stuff.   4:34 lots of background low frequency noises, skid loader movement.  4:37 large loader moving about 
and rumbling the house.  
 
11-17-2011    9:00   Lots of skid loader activity.   9:15 continuing activity.    I was out from 9:30 till 12:50.       12:50 loud skid loader 
activity.    1:02  Loud skid loader activity, banging of metal out back.  1:10 backing up, crashing and unloading in front of 
garage.    Dumping of materials.   1:21  loud skid loader activity, banging of metal.    Dumping of metal.   1:22, scraping and stacking 
of metal.   Loud.   1:33 - constant and continuing skid loader activity.    
 
1:59 glass crashing,  2:04, loud skid loader moving stuff around.  2:06, glass being dumped.   2:23, skid loader activity, loud engine, 
has been continuous.   2:29 loud metal banging, tossing around.  2:31, skid loaders going strong.   2:47 skid loaders continue to bang 
stuff around.    2:49 loud banging, tossing of materials, metallic.   2:53, loud popping from skid loader activity that continues    3:00 
cans are dropped into container, bouncing around.  
 
3:12 large loader started up.  crashing and booming sounds.    Extremely loud crash at 3:23 and again at 3:24   3:56 and the loud 
loading continues.   3:58 the forked front end loader starts up.     Loud loading continuing at 4:04    4:07 seismic action, house is 
shaking.   loading stopped 3:35 but skid loaders continue. 
 
11-18-2011 9:45 arrived home.   Idling engines.     10:08   forked loader moving around, idling    10:25 more skid loader 
noise   10:39  Crashing metal sounds.   10:45 loud loader movement    10:57 loud crashing sounds.   10:58 tailgate banging, motorized 
equipment up front banging around;    19:59   Loud crashing and loading out back.    11:08 very loud crashes penetrating my 
house.  Hard to get any office work done.  11:12 continuous noise, forked loader moving cars around, cascading metal crashes, 
etc.     11:14 penetrating crash.    11:17 very penetrating metal scraping and dumping sounds.    Some near seismic sounds - low 
frequency.   11:33 Loud loading continues.     Loading stopped at 11:45     11:48 crashes up front by the garage, skid loaders moving 
around.  11:53 loud, very loud crashing and loading started again.     Loading stopped around 12:05. 
 
12:42 - skid loader activity and glass crashing  1:19 loader started up after 15 minutes of silence.   Left for work shortly after this. 
 
11-19-2011 SATURDAY Arrived home at 10:40.     10:40 skid loader activity   10:45 skid loader noise, throwing metal around, 
percussive. 10:57 - loud skid loaders operating in tandem.   Irritating and constant.  11:17 - skid loaders continuing to move stuff 
around.   11:22 loud scraping and continuing skid loader action.   More banging and crashing sounds.   12:35 (had stepped out 
briefly)   loud banging of metal containers in front of garage.  12:42 loud crash   12:43 back up beeps.  Low rumbling noises.   12:45 - 
loud truck lifting its bed to dump materials in garage.   Crashing sounds.    12:46 windows shake from an impact.   Now skid loaders 
are moving stuff around and back up beeps are going.    Another loud crash.     12:52 loud metal crashing around by garage.    12:54 
something else banging, skid loader starts up.   Loud crash.  1:00 more skid loader moving stuff around.   1:02  Glass being 
dumped.   1:10 skid loader moving stuff around.     Got quiet shortly after this last entry. 
 
 



11-21-2011    Explosive glass dumping starting at 10:07  (took video)    Glass was dumped out of a large blue container from the side 
into the skid loader held container.   A guy swept glass out from a few side ports.    This went on till 10:13.   10 :15 lots of air brake 
noise as the large truck re-parked in front of the garage.   10:20 banging around up front, cascading glass crashing.     10:22   Skid 
loader started up and is banging around.    10:31   General activity noise, some shuffling and banging around.    10:35 loud airbrake 
sound of glass truck, skid loader moving stuff around.    10:37 loud skid loaders moving around.    
 
   10:46 low frequency noises from skid loaders.   10:53 – loud skid loaders moving stuff.  Small crash.  10:54, the other skid loader 
started up, made a loud crash and continues to move stuff around causing noise.   10:55  Loud squeaking sounds from loaders and 
stuff being loaded.   11:00 – skid loader activity continues.    11:03  unloading truck by garage, tossing bags.   (took video)  11:06  
noise, metal being dumped and banged around,  Skid loader started.    11:07  more metal dumping.   Skid loaders going full tilt.   
11:09 truck pulling up, back up beeps, skid loader moving stuff around, banging sounds, engine revving up to back up. 11:11  (took 
video)  truck parked on 12th street aiming the wrong direction (their truck),  glass cascading and crashing, skid loaders moving stuff 
around.   Took video of large stack of bags up front for processing.   Glass continues to be dumped.    11:14 – continuous NOISE.   
Skid loaders running, metal crashing about.  11:15 loud higher pitch skid loader noise – running engine at high rpm??   Glass being 
dumped, very loud.    11:19 banging and the loud skid loader engine noise continues.   
 
 11:21 – parked truck starts up and moves (a small container truck parked facing east on the north side of the road).   The truck backed 
into the garage, lifted the bed, drove forwards and backwards, unloaded material, the back hatch banged when done.   More idling 
from truck, back up beeps – all continuing through 11:26.    11:29, skid loader starts up.   Popping sounds as it runs over material.   
Two skid loaders moving stuff around.   11:32 very loud skid loader activity drones on.    Crashing of metal being moved about.   
11:33 very loud crash, something was dropped.     11:47 – skid loaders moving stuff around.   11:57 skid loaders moving stuff around, 
some glass sounds.   12:04 skid loaders moving stuff.  12:05 dropped materials, metal.   Dumping of glass now.  And more skid loader 
noise.    12:11 very loud glass dumping, skid loader has been continuous.   12:13 Very loud skid loader activity.    12:28 loud skid 
loader moving around.   12:33 loud loading and moving of metal materials.   Headed off to some work after that.  
 
11-22-2011  - Arrived home at 12:55  -  Very loud loaders activity.  Large pile of cardboard and chipboard by the 12th St. garage side.    
Mud has been tracked out onto Haskell.  12:56  Low frequency rumbling from loader.   (took photos of mud and cardboard).  I noticed 
that the mud was tracked all the way to 13th Street, large clods of mud.    1:21   Glass crashing and low frequency noise of vehicles in 
front of garage.   1:22 more tossing of metal scrap around (small stuff) but penetrating noise.   1:23 more banging of metal.   1:25 loud 
cascading of glass sound.   1:31 Front end loader started up, loud deep rumbling sounds.   1:35 cascading glass crashing and front end 
loader moving stuff around.   Loader stopped at 1:43.  1:45 a truck pulls up, back up beeps air brakes, rumbling.   1:56 truck reved up 
backed up to garage to dump load.  Back up beeps, air brakes loud.  1:59 continuous beeps and skid loaders now starting.   More 
banging of metal, skid loaders revving up again.  2:01 moving metal containers around, idling skid loaders.   2:02 glass dumping, 
more banging around of metal.   2:12 loud scraping and banging.   2:17 more banging and skid loader starting up.  2:19 loud banging 
and skid loader drone.   Scraping sounds.   2:24 – very loud scrapping sounds.    2:33 – loud skid loaders moving stuff.  2:42, crashing 
and banging around.  Skid loaders.    2:58  lots of continuous loud banging, tossing of material in containers., back up beeps, glass 
being dumped.   3:06 Loud crash of something being dropped.   3:12   Very loud, explosive multiple glass dumping.  3:14 glass 
dumping continues (filmed for audio).  More explosive dumping.   3:18 more banging around.   3:26 Loud loader starts up, was lots of 
banging around prior to this.   3:29 still low frequency idling, just heard loud banging, etc. 3:39  Rumbling and moving stuff with the 
loader continues.    3:41  Noises stopped.   3:50 Skid loader started up again, moving stuff around   3:53 banging around.  3:54 loud 
dumping of glass.  3:57 more glass being tossed.  4:04  Skid loader moving stuff around, banging, loud popping.   4:13 the drone of 
the skid loaders continues.  4:20 – scrapping and shoveling of material, low rumble in the background.  4:24  more loud banging, 
drone of skid loaders.    4:30 – skid loaders have been continuously in operation.   4:31 Loud glass unloading.   4:34 got quiet, a rare 
moment.   4:41  banging started up again.   Skid loader started up, more banging.   
 
11-23-2011    Melinda reported that around 8:30 “noisy as all get out”   (I was not available)    11:01   Drone of skid loaders, squeaks 
of machinery.   11:05  Loading and moving of stuff around continues.  11:08  Another skid loader started up and is moving stuff 
around.  11:10  Very loud shuffling of containers out by the garage.   11:29 loud banging, throwing stuff into a container.   11:42 skid 
loader started up, popping stuff  11:46 skid loader continuing, banging stuff.    11:52  piggyback container truck pulling up and idling  
11:54 crashing glass  11:56 Skid loader making noise, more glass crashing away.   11:59 more glass being dumped.    Low frequency 
idling in the background.   12:01 cascading dumping of metal in the scrap heap by the piggyback truck.   Very loud.  Skid loader drone 
is ever present.  Now there is a back up beep from the large truck.   12:03   Unloading a junk car off of a flat bed piggy back wrecker, 
chain noises.    12:08 Idling large truck, skid loaders in background.    12:09  Their truck then went roaring up Almira St.   12:22  
Loud crashing glass unloading.   12:26 Large forked loader started up to move a vehicle.   12:31 banging around up front by garage, 
stuff being tossed around.    12:37 more glass crashing into the collection area.  Loud and penetrating sound.  12:38  glass dumping 
continues.  12:40 loud unidentified sound, skid loaders roared to life, moving stuff around.    12:43  Truck unloading materials in front 
of garage.    12:45  commotion from unloading, popping sounds, low frequency idling, etc.  12:46 Glass crashing.  12:52 more noise 
from in front of garage.    12:58  Loud popping sound from skid loader running over something.     1:03  Fork loader started up.   Skid 
loaders whining away up front.   Banging stuff around by the garage.     (Back to the computer) – 1:36 loud skid loader activity.  1:44 
skid loaders moving about and moving stuff,  1:46 truck backing up and forth in front of garage unloading, air brake noises, bed lifting 



noises, crashing sounds, skid loaders moving around.   1:47  Loud popping sounds and now the horn was sounded.  1:49 more popping 
of material by the skid loader.   1:58 very loud penetrating shuffling of metallic materials in front of garage, drone of skid loaders in 
the background.   1:59 very loud popping sound, skid loader running over stuff in front of garage.   2:19 noise has been continuous, 
more skid loader crashing and banging of metals.   2:22 more crashing around of materials.  2:29 skid loaders continue to move stuff 
around.   2:37  More loud equipment noises and banging of materials. 2:42 truck unloading materials in front of garage, whining 
motor lifting bed.  Very loud crashing noise, loud squeaking tail gate.  2:44 Skid loader moving stuff around the garage, popping 
sounds.   Now back up beeps from truck on the scales.   Glass being dumped by recycler.    2:45  loud crashing metal in garage area.   
2:54 Low frequency rumbles from equipment.    Forked loader is moving around.   2:56 very loud cascading glass unloading.  2:57 
loud skid loader noise.   3:15 background noise is continuous, loud crashing glass crashing, multiple dumping, penetrating.   3:21 
Massive dumping of glass.  3:22 banging around.  3:27 loud noises from vehicles in front of garage,   3:29 – loud crash echoed across 
the landscape from the garage area.  3:32 Very loud glass dumping (left house 3:35) 
 
11-24-2011 – Thanksgiving holiday – was gone 
 
11-25-2011 – arrived home 12:15    12:35 glass dumping  12:39 large rumbling truck  12:46 Large noisy cascading of materials being 
dumped into the scrap pile.   12:55 Large forked loader started up.  Loud.    1:01 – has been quite since this time.  1:07 skid loader 
started up to move stuff.   1:13  Glass being dumped, back up beeps of truck, idling low frequency.  1:14 skid loaders moving stuff 
around.    Loud scraping sounds.  1:15 air brakes, continued skid loaders, loud squeaking sound, tail gate slamming shut.  1:16 more 
back up beeps as the dump truck is being weighed.    Loud metal crashing sound, more scraping as material is scraped off of the 
concrete.      Was away from the computer for a bit but heard noises off and on   Not is 2:15 and there is a low frequency idling 
vehicle.   2:19 skid loader started up to move material near garage.   2:21 very loud truck emptying sound and then the idling fork 
loader started up.    2:22  Crashing sound of tail gate in front of garage as truck unloads.    2:23 back up beeps and forked loader 
moving around.   Skid loader just started up, more crashes and loud bangs.    Lots of popping.   2:29  Explosive dumping of glass and 
very very loud crushing with the track hoe   - has been going on continuously, no 2:32.   Very abrupt, piercing sounds.    Arghhhh!  
(Took video and a sound recording).    2:35 continuing…   2:40 – left for a meeting. 
 
11-27-2011   Got home around 9:15   cold wet morning   9:32  Very loud rumbling of scrap metal   10:15  Loud echoing crashing 
sound.  10:52 skid loader moving stuff around 
 
11-28-2011   8:10 Forked loader started up, revving engine, low frequency rumbling.  Metallic item banging.  8:14 noises from in 
front of garage.  8:35 skid loader loud moving around, banging of pipes and other noise in front of garage.   Idling engines.   8:52 skid 
loader started up – there has been a continuous low level noise in front of garage.     Low frequency noise.     8:59 Skid loader 
continues.   Loading and moving stuff in front of garage.   9:13 Skid loaders have been CONTINUOUSLY in operation.  Noisy, 
popping sounds right now.   9:49   Loud backing up of vehicle, skid loaders moving stuff around (noise has been continuous)  Now 
someone by the garage is yelling about something.  9:50 container truck back up to unload.  9:52 loud skid loaders moving stuff 
around in front of garage.   Back up beeps from container truck.   10:10   Loud popping sounds from skid loader activity, loud 
crashing of tail gate of container truck.  Noise has been continuous.    10:03  Loud truck revving up   10:14  Skid loaders continuing to 
go strong, revving up, lots of droning noise with banging, etc.   NON-Stop  10:15 Very loud scraping sound.  10:16 crashing sound.   
10:40  Skid loaders have been constantly in use.  Just heard some glass crashing.   Multiple glass being dumped.  10:47  Very loud 
dumping of glass.   Other noises have been continuous – not a silent moment.  11:09 Skid loaders are both going, continuation of 
noise.    11:10 Glass being dumped, crashes up by the garage.    11:26 – large forked front end loader started up, skid loaders 
continuing in the background.   11:45 skid loader making crashing noises, continuous operation.   Low frequency engine noises from 
the yard.   11:47 VERY loud metal scraping sounds from container truck unloading stuff in front of garage.  11:49 Squeaking sounds 
penetrating the neighborhood.    11:54  VERY loud scraping sounds from the container truck!  11:56 More very penetrating scraping 
sounds from the truck.  12:00  Another penetrating scraping, vibrating sound from the truck.   Constant drone of activity, idling 
motors, hydraulics from the container truck, etc.  12:03 – very loud low frequency penetrating sounds and the drone of the container 
truck continues.   Scraping and squeaking sounds.   The lift on the truck is going up and down over and over again. 12:05 Extremely 
loud scraping sounds by the container truck in front of the garage.   Another crashing and squeaking sound, now a big booming 
sound.!     12:08 Container truck leaving the area, some more noise, back up beeps.    12:12 Banging sounds from equipment by the 
garage   12:16 got quiet   12:26   was quiet for a short time and the skid loaders started up again.  12:48 loud dumping of glass.   12:51 
loud crashing sound, machinery and truck noise continues.   1:08 loud crashing glass dumping.   Other banging around of containers 
and materials have continued.  1:30 Glass dumping and skid loaders continue to move stuff around.   Stuff is crashing around.  1:45  
Loud equipment and skid loaders  1:48  Very loud cascading of glass.     1:49  EXTREMELY long and loud dumping of glass into the 
pit from a collection container.   Very penetrating sound.  1:53 skid loader started up.   2:01 skid loaders are noisy, stuff is being 
banged around.  2:10  Glass dumping, skid loaders operating in the background 2:11 huge crash of dumping glass.  2:19 some banging 
coming from the receptacle area.    Skid loader idling.     2:27  Low frequency sounds of the front end forked loader that started up.  
2:47  Lot of banging happening over there at the moment.   Things clanking around.   
 
11-29-2011   Loud glass dumping at 8:52 (just got up after a late night)   Banging around and stuff being tossed by the garage.  9:08 
Started crunching glass with the track hoe.   Loud and disturbing.   Glass crashing at 9:10.   Violent crushing continues at 9:20.    9:23 



loud noise by garage, violent crunching still occurring.  9:24 back up beeps, violent crushing continues.   9:36 Have been on the phone 
– noise is continuous.  Now the track hoe is loading a container truck 9:36 start – VERY noisy, crashes of metal.    Stopped at 9:47  
9:50 Glass crashing, more dumping of glass.   9:54 lots of banging around and skid loaders up by the garage.    Container truck by the 
garage.   9:56 loud popping sounds by the garage, skid loader sounds.   9:57 low frequency rumbles from the loader.   10:14 Track hoe 
started up again loading in transport container truck.   Large crash at 10:15, metal scraping afterwards.   Whining engine of the track 
hoe.      10:17 Low frequency vibrations and noise from truck.   10:19 Glass crashing, very loud noises.  The forked front end loader is 
now moving around.    An enormous cascading sound of metal just occurred.   10:22   A VERY loud crash just occurred.   This is 
about as loud of a noise that I have heard in a long time.   Off the scale.   (took some video on the second tape)   Went down the 
Almira Street and the percussive waves are just as bad.  It is “deafening” – actually, it is extremely annoying and stressful.  10:33 It 
continues, extremely loud banging.    Hard to concentrate on other work.   10:35  More metal banging, metal on the thumb bucket of 
the track hoe.  10:36 an exceptional crashing noise echoed.    10:39 now glass is being dumped, piercing sounds.   Just felt a seismic 
wave, wiggled my chair.   This is ridiculous!   10:42  Forked front end loader starting up, low frequency vibrations.   10:44  They have 
pulled out all of the stops, the orchestra is reaching a crescendo at this point in the movement.    Glass, forked loader, track hoe, 
revving truck up front, drone of skid loaders and back up beeps.     10:49   Loud skid loaders up front, the transport vehicle is revving 
up and pulling out, track hoe is pushing materials around.    10:53  very loud crash from the track hoe.  10:54  A large covered 
transport rig is moving into place.  Probably for the processed recycling materials.      10:59   Very irritating low frequency rumbles at 
the moment.   More irritating than usual.     
 
  10:59  Looking out the window a skid loader just started up and a large plume of black smoke came out.     There appears to be a 
tractor rig just idling over in the yard.    The skid loader is whining away.    11:01 a transport vehicle just left the premises, very loud 
going down Haskell.   11:03  Loud dumping of glass by customer.     11:04 loud air brake.   The extremely low frequency noise is 
persistent and continuing.   This is wearing on me.   11:06 crunching sound from skid loader activities up front.   Continuous.   11:09  
Another engine sound is coming from a transport rig, drone is continuing in the background, low freq sounds.    11:15  Track hoe 
started up again.    LOUD  11:21    Loading is going full tilt.   Just heard a large slumping crash.   Cascading metal.  Glass crashing at 
11:22   11:36 loading stopped, back up beeps, deep low frequency rumbles of transport vehicle, more back up beeps, etc.  
 
   11:41  Seismic tremendous crashing sound.   One of the loudest of the morning.   A collection container truck unloaded materials by 
the heap of scrap and the track hoe scooped it out and is now loading up the pile.   Lots of banging and crashing, continuing 11:43.    
11:56 it got quiet. 12:19 back up beeps, air brake sounds, collection container truck backing up to unload.    12:22 engine revved up 
and unloading load in front of garage.    Back up beeps, a large crashing sound, more engine winding up sounds.   12:24   Large 
echoing booming sound.   More back up beeps (loud beeps), loud engine sounds.   12:26  Loud crashing tailgate of container on truck.    
More scraping sounds, low frequency noises   12:27  Customer pulling a trailer with a junk vehicle backs up into Almira St. and turns 
around.  Also, a metal collection container was dumped in the scrap pile – huge crashing sound.    12:30 The container truck leaves, 
loud engine sounds.   It never ceases – noise, noise and more noise!    Now there is banging of material by the garage.     
 
11-30-2011  am not here  10:13 very loud “tailgate” slamming sound.   Low frequency engines.   Skid loader activity  10:29 low 
frequency front end forked loader moving around yard.   10:29 penetrating low frequency rumbles.  10:33 skid loaders moving 
around.    Penetrating drone.  10:34 Loud crash up by the garage.   10:46 crashing sound from the loading area. 10:48  very deep 
rumbles from the front end forked loader.  10:54  Track hoe started up and is moving material around.   Loud squeaks, bangs.   Back 
up beeps up front from container truck parked on the north side of 12th St aimed the wrong direction.   10:56 Loud crashing from the 
track hoe.    10:57   Very loud penetrating crash from loading the transport vehicle with scrap.   11:11  Loading the transport vehicle 
continues, felt some seismic waves, penetrating aggravating sounds.     Trailer loaded with scrap backed into Almira to turn around, 
loud truck noise.   11:13 another crash from the ongoing activities.     11:16   Front end forked loader moving cars around the back lot 
in addition to the track hoe loading activity.   It is nearly a full orchestration of aggravating noise.  11:20 cascading glass  11:21  A 
pickup truck with a trailer roared off after unloading its scrap load.    Hearing a cascade of metal being loaded.   11:28  Tremendous 
crash from the loading.   Metallic sounds.    More crashing.   11:36 – it is continuing, no change.   More banging, deep low frequency 
vibrations.   11:42     Loud low frequency rumbles.   Loud crashing and banging sounds.   11:45 continuation of the grinding and 
whining of engines and loading.  11:53  Loud crash then the transport container truck started up and is moving out.   The track hoe 
activity has stopped for the moment.    11:55   Track hoe has started again, moving stuff around in the pile of scrap.   Loud clanking 
sounds echoing across the landscape.     Just heard a loud clunk coming from the front of the garage.   Another loud noise from the 
track hoe’s bucket.     11:56  The track hoe is pushing stuff around in the pile.   VERY loud. (Took some video of today’s activities) 
12:03  Very loud horn from one of the pieces of equipment.   Looks like a collection container truck has arrived in front of the garage 
area.   Left the property for a while. 
 
   Returned home at 1:57 – very loud skid loader activity in the scrap yard, pushing stuff around.  Deafening outside.   Transport trucks 
making noise up front.    Drone of skid loaders stirring stuff up.   2:07 noise has been continuous.   Skid loaders banging around.    
2:15 – more skidloaders.  2:21  Loud explosive sound  from their yard.   May have been a truck tailgate.  2:36   Rumbling front end 
forked loader. 
 



     Have been away from the computer – noise has mostly been continuous.   Some crashing sounds from skid loader activity  by the 
garage at 4:01.   The track hoe is going strong, loading a transport vehicle.   Tremendous crashes, scrapes, metallic sounds.   4:06 
Tremendous crashing sound.     4:30 – Track hoe loading has been non-stop.   Extremely loud and irritating.   Heading out on errands.  
 
 
12-01-2011   Arrived home at 8:50    Collection container truck being unloaded.   Crashes and very loud tail gate sound.   Skid loaders 
roaring away.   Low frequency sounds from the scrap yard.  9:02  low frequency noise has been consistent, non-ending.   Now skid 
loaders are starting up.   9:04  Loud banging of scrap, skid loader moving stuff around. 9:15  Track hoe started moving scrap around in 
the pile and crushing vehicles.   VERY noisy, whining engine, crashes, metal banging.    Just loud.  (took video)  9:32  Crushing and 
moving of scrap continues with the track hoe.    Squeaking noises, etc.   Very loud.   9:36  loud crash up by the garage.   9:40  Track 
hoe is continuing.   (heading out for a while)    
 Back at 12:30  was quiet   now 12:45 some skid loader activity   12:52   Louder skid loader activity, container collection truck is by 
the garage, back up beeps, more skid loader activity.   12:53  loud clanking of metal.   Truck back up in front of garage.  More noise 
and banging.  12:56 another loud bang, something hitting metal, skid loaders droning loudly, more metal scraping.      Okay, back to 
the computer again.   1:34  Track hoe is moving scrap around in the pile.   Very loud, crashing and banging.    1:37  Banging and 
crashing in front of the garage,  a truck is backed up to the garage and is idling.   Skid loaders moving stuff around.   Loud metal 
crash.   1:39  back up beeps.   Loud crash in the scrap yard.   1:40  Another loud crash in the scrap yard.   1:47  Loud glass crashing, 
then more cascading glass dumping.  1:48  More glass dumping.  1:49 more glass being dumped.   
  Got home at 4:13 – track hoe still moving stuff around, low frequency rumbles from the front end forked loader.  Loud crash.   4:16 
loud crash – the metal is just being churned about very intensely – very intense, squeaking, clanking!   Left the house 4:30 
 
     While walking toward Laura Street around 4:35, a mild odor of old oil and gasoline was noticed.  
 
12-02-2011  Home at 9:22 -   9:26 loud clanking of stuff in front of garage.   9:33  Skid loader started up.   Black container collection 
truck backing up to garage.    Beep sounds.   9:35    Glass being dumped.     Skid loaders moving stuff around.    9:36  Loud engine 
droning and whining sound as the container is lifted and dumped in front of the garage.   10:09  a large piece of equipment just roared 
to life as it’s engine was started.      10:10   loud glass crashing  10:14  deep banging sound from garage area.  10:15   Front end forked 
loader moving around, low freq noise.     10:40  skid loader starting up again.    Low frequency rumble has been constant.     10:46  
Skid loaders have been constantly moving around, drone.   Small crashing sound from up front.    Another crash – (heading out for a 
while) 
  Back home 12:12 – track hoe is moving stuff around in the pile, crunching stuff.  Deafening outside. Loud squeaks, etc.   Container 
collection truck was backed up and unloading (took photo)   12:17  Loud crash in the scrap yard.    Container truck beeping, revving 
engine and more back up beeps.  Skid loaders running.  12:23  Loud metallic echoing crash from track hoe.   Loud grinding noise 
continues.    12:28  Very loud echoing clank.   Noise is continuous, no break. 12:39  Track hoe stops  12:42  Track hoe starts up again 
with transport container truck ready for loading activity.   12:44  Thunderous noises.   12:48 Thunderous noise   12:50 Thunderous 
noise.  Another thunderous noise.  12:58  Banging sounds, track hoe still going.  1:08  Low frequency idling, loading has stopped.   
Forked loader moving stuff around   1:31 back up beeps, glass dumping, low frequency rumble (continuous)  1:38 enormous crashing 
sounds, multiple from a metal collection container truck unloading in the scrap pile.   1:41 Tremendous roar from loader engine, 
vibrating my windows.   
 
Back home 2:00 – Track hoe is going strong – loud banging, whining engine, etc.   Someone is unloading scrap in front of the garage 
and banging around     2:59 noise has been continuous with the track hoe.   One crash after another.    3:06   Tremendous serious of 
crashes in series – it has been continuous and haven’t written them all down.   Another tremendous thunderous crash, just keeps 
coming.   And another crash.    (dropping plate sheets of heavy metal)   Now a tremendous squeak.   This is top of the scale noise.  
3:09 more tremendous crashes  (made an audio recording of some of this from my window)   3:19 skid loaders, forked loader, track 
hoe, all are going full tilt and then some.    Aggravation at its best…      Track hoe loading container vehicle continues.    3:20 now 
glass is dumping.   3.27 Cascading dumping of metal.   Track hoe still going.    3:55  VERY loud crunching sounds from track hoe 
loading, very violent.    Cars are being crushed, smashed – that is what is going on (another audio recording made)     4:12 Transport 
container vehicle showed up.    4:16   Tremendous crashes of vehicles dropped in container truck.     Loud crash up by the garage.    
4:18 explosive boom!   Loading container truck!     4.29    This unbelievable orchestration of noise continues.  Also some crashes up 
by the garage!     4:45 Loading stopped – low rumble idling.   Skid loader turned off at 4:56 – all is quiet for now. 
 
12-03-2011  Saturday -   Arrived home around 11:15    It is raining today.    There was some banging around in the yard, a skid loader 
going through the mud.     11:51  A collection container truck arrived to unload material in front of the garage.   Loud beeps, back up 
and forth, engine whining.    Skid loader started up to move the material inside.   12:01   Loud crash in the scrap yard.     Business 
seems to be slow in this steady rain although some drop off activity has occurred.   12:21  Loud crash in the scrap area.  12:27  Front 
end forked loader started up and is moving around in the mud.   Very loud after some moments of peace and quiet.    12:53   Skid 
loaders moving stuff around by the garage.      12:56  skid loader stopped but some rumbling around of materials continues.   12:57 
Skid loaders started up again. 
 



12-04-2011  Sunday – walked along 12th Street, parallel to the property.    Very noticeable old oil and old gasoline smell.    
 
12-05-2011    Arrived back home 8:40 – some banging in front of garage, low frequency idling, processing machines in garage.  8:44 
skid loaders moving about in front of garage.  8:58 Low rumbles from the forked front end loader moving stuff around in the scrap 
yard.    Material banging around by the garage.    9:12   Skid loaders continue to move stuff around.   Low level banging.   9:23 front 
end loader revving up, 9.35   Loud skid loader activity – has been ongoing.  9:43  Back up beeps, container collection truck in front of 
garage.   Skid loader starts up.   
 
9:50  Visited with neighbor Tim P. at 1201 Almira.   He was uncomfortable being interviewed on tape but expressed concern about 
the loud penetrating noises, rattling windows, etc.   While there, container trucks were unloading materials.   Pulsating sounds were 
coming through his house. 
 
10:08   Skid loaders moving stuff around, low frequency engine sounds.  10:11 Very loud popping sound, back up beeps, skid loader 
noise.  Left home 10:15 
 
  1:23 arrived home, back up beeps, engine nose out by garage area. 1:26 Glass dumping, Very loud.   Drone of engines continues.   
More glass dumping.    Container truck is idling in front of garage.  Back up beeps.  1:31  Very loud unloading of container truck, 
squeaks, in front of garage area.    1:36 Shaking and rattling of container truck – continuous noise.   Boom and a crash.   Low 
frequency noises.  1:41  More shaking, continuous  (Took photos of truck, mud on roads, etc)   1:58 both skid loaders active and have 
been continuously in operation.  2:03   Loud clanking noise, drone of loaders continues.    2:04  Dropped a metal object, loud.   2:11 
droning of skid loaders, metal being thrown about, loudly clanking.  2:47  Banging and skid loader use continues.    3:19  Loud glass 
dumping.     3:22  Glass crashing.   Then another extremely loud dumping of glass.  Then another.    Then another at 3:23.    And 
another very penetrating dumping.   Another loud dumping at 3:24.  3:24  Another dumping.  Quite the series of glass dumping that 
penetrate into the neighborhood.   Another long dumping at 3:25.   Another dumping of glass.  Another loud dumping of glass at 3:26.  
Another loud dumping.   3:36 Idling motors, some banging around.  3:38 sheet metal sounds, drone of vehicles.  3.42 Multiple 
medium crashing sounds from the garage area and scrap area.    Processing machine is operating in the garage     Skid loaders moving 
stuff around.   Recycler truck parked in the driveway.   3.44 Drone is getting louder.   3.46  Second skid loader started up.  Very loud.  
Crunching sounds out in the scrap yard.  3.48 Forked loader started up – low frequency noises.   3:50 Banging out by garage.   4:02 
glass dumping, twice so far.   4:24 loud skid loader – has been active for a while.   4:28  Skid loaders going strong, both.  4:39 banging 
around up front by the garage.  4:40  Skid loader moving stuff around.   Banging stuff.  4:49 deep frequency booming sound.  Skid 
loader moving stuff around  4:50  Glass being tossed .   Metal being tossed around.   Sheet metal banging noises.   4:51  Loud 
cascading metal dumping.  More banging.   Skid loader in the background.  4:52  Scrap is still being banged around. 
 
12-06-2011   9:35  Loud banging for several moments. 10:01  Skid loaders moving about     10:11  Unusually quiet this morning.   It is 
very cold outside, around 20F and that may have something to do with the slow pace.  10:16  Skid loaders droning about, in front of 
garage.  10:17  Container truck arriving on the scene, honks and garage door opens up.  Back up beeps.   10:22 Back up beeps, air 
brake sounds.   10:25  Loud banging, shoveling out front.  Skid loaders moving stuff around by the garage.  10:27 Glass being 
dumped, penetrating sound.   10:29 Skid loaders moving stuff around.  10:51  Loud crash by the garage, some banging of material.   
10:52 Skid loaders started up.  10:53  Dumping of glass.  11:02 Skid loaders have been continuously operating 11:09  Metal being 
dumped in collection area.   Glass being dumped.   11:13 loud drone from both skid loaders, shaking of metal in container.   Drone has 
been continuous.     11:31   The skid loader drone has been constant and unrelenting.   11:41  Back up beeps, the skid loaders have not 
stopped, just keeps droning and whining away.  11:43    Container truck arrives, air brakes, whining engine sound with skid loaders in 
the back ground.   Boom sound when the back is lifted up.    Loud popping sounds from the skid loader.   11:48  crashing glass being 
dumped, skid loaders have been continuous.  11:55 one skid loader just stopped.    Now there is idling from a truck.   12:04  Glass 
crashing, metal object dropped by the garage.  12:06  More banging of materials.    Skid  loader revved up, metal banging, stuff being 
thrown around very loudly.   Jolting noises.   Another crashing sound.   Skid loader revved up again.  
 
12:38  -  Skid loader noises have been continuous while making lunch.    Now I heard air brake noises and noticed that a glass 
collection container truck is backing up on site and is unloading the collection container, back up beeps are going.   12:40 banging 
sounds, engine revving sounds, big rumbles as the container is unloaded.    12:42  NOW it is getting very loud again.   The container is 
being emptied into a smaller container held by the skid loader for transport to the glass crushing pit.    12:46  Glass dumping is 
continuing.   Booms and bangs.  Skid loader making noise up by the garage area.   12:55  Loud echoing pop from the skid loader.   
Skid loader activity has been continuous.     1:25  More skid loader activity, has been going on for a while. 1:31 skid loader is 
continuous.  Revving up.    1:52 Skid loaders have been running.   Glass is now being dropped. 2:00 Glass is being dumped, very loud 
and sharp sounding.    Loud banging sound up front, more glass falling.     2:05  more glass being dropped in the container.  2:21  
Loud glass dumping.   Multiple dumping  
 
 3:26  Low rumbles from forked front end loader.   Left home. 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 























1311 Prairie Ave. 4 November 2011
Lawrence KS 66044

Mayor Aron Cromwell
Lawrence City Hall
6 East 6th Street
Lawrence KS 66044

Mayor Cromwell:
Thank you for placing the ongoing code violations and public nuisance concerns about the 12th & Haskell 
Salvage Yard on the 13 December agenda.  As you and I anticipated when we spoke, the others in Brook 
Creek Neighborhood agree that this is a good way to proceed.

As a legally complicated issue, there are several operative documents that come to bear.  Only one of those 
documents carries a legal mandate, and logically the case centers on that one - the Notice of Violation 
issued 4 May 2010 by Brian Jimenez to Bo Killough.  Everything else follows from that document. 

I was heartened by our phone conversation when you said you were "putting it on the 13 December 2011 
agenda".  I sincerely hope you consider the "it" to be the Notice of Violation. 

That Notice of Violation puts Mr. Killough on notice of the infractions he is committing, and lists four 
actions that Mr. Killough must complete by 31 May 2010 in order to be in compliance with sections of the 
City Code.  Very simply put, that Notice of Violation is precisely what the Brook Creek Neighborhood 
Association has repeatedly asked to be enforced, as we have mentioned in our meetings with each of the 
City Commissioners.

Mr. Killough has not met three separate deadlines required of him.  The first is the 1 November 2008 
deadline in the Notice of Violation (p. 2, ¶ 2), the staff finding that requires all of his non-conforming 
industrial and commercial open-use-of-land activities to cease according to City Code Sec. 20-1502 (d). 
He also has not met the 31 May 2010 deadline for the four specific actions required of him in the Notice. 
And he has not met the 18 October 2010 deadline extended by Scott McCullough following Mr. Killough's 
meeting with our neighborhood, stating "It was agreed by all parties that a proposal to bring the site and 
the operations of the business into compliance with all applicable city codes would be presented to this 
office within 45 days of this letter."

It is well over one year that Mr. Killough has neglected to comply with the multiple deadlines of the City's 
legal notice.  Similarly, Mr. McCullough had reiterated a year ago that the "City will continue to seek 
enforcement of those or any future land use violations", yet there has been no movement on the part of 
Planning and Development Services to carry out that enforcement.

We feel enforcement is long overdue, and that is the heart of the issue.  Mr. Killough must explain his 
disregard for the Notice of Violation, or defend his lack of compliance.  That lack of compliance is the 
primary concern of the Brook Creek Neighborhood Association expressed in our 30 September 2011 
request to the Commission.  The issue to be addressed on 13 December is not our neighborhood request, 
but rather that of Mr. Killough's non-compliance to sections of City Code and the Notice of Violation.

On 13 December, please conduct a public hearing to consider the Code compliance required of Mr. Bo 
Killough in the Notice of Violation issued 4 May 2010 by Planning and Development Services, and direct 
staff as appropriate.

thank you 

Michael Almon
B.C.N.A. Land Use Committee
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