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Bobbie Walthall

To: David L. Corliss
Subject: RE: Urban agriculture proposal

From: Paul Grahovac [mailto:grahovac8@gmail.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, November 01, 2011 10:04 AM 
To: aroncromwell@gmail.com; schummfoods@gmail.com; mdever@sunflower.com; hughcarter@sunflower.com; 
mikeamyx515@hotmail.com; David L. Corliss 
Cc: Jonathan Douglass; Megan Gilliland; Diane Stoddard; Cynthia Wagner; Eileen Horn; chadlawhorn@ljworld.com 
Subject: Urban agriculture proposal 
 
Mayor Aron E. Cromwell   
Vice Mayor Bob Schumm  
Commissioner Michael Dever   
Commissioner Hugh Carter   
Commissioner Mike Amyx  
City Manager David Corliss 
  
I read with interest the news about the possibility of Lawrence supporting urban agriculture (community 
gardens and or urban farming). 
http://wellcommons.com/groups/locavores/2011/oct/31/city-to-consider-allowing-small-scale-fa/ 
  
I am General Counsel and Director of New Business Development for PROSOCO, Inc. in the East Hills 
Business Park. 
  
Every Saturday for the last two years, I have volunteered for urban farmers on city-owned vacant lots in KCK, 
and I have brought other volunteers to serve through my volunteer organization.  www.meetup.com/Grahovacs-Army-of-
Volunteers-Gardening-with-Urban-Farmers 
  
I cannot say enough good things about this, and I strongly encourage the City of Lawrence to support the 
proposal before it. 
  
I have attached a four-slide PDF file ("Lawrence urban agriculture) summarizing Flint, Michigan's decision to 
approve such a program:  "The 'Vacant Land Re‐use Policy,' has been transformed into 'Land Available for 
Greening and Gardening.' 
  
I have also attached a PDF file (KCCUA) with photos demonstrating that extensive production can be achieved 
on vacant lots using organic principles without the use of chemicals. 
  
These photos and slides were prepared as part of the record-keeping required by the Kansas City Center for 
Urban Agriculture (KCCUA) now known as Cultivate KC. 
  
You will note in the photos many KU shirts.  These were taken on the day I helped bring 68 KUMC students to 
ten urban farms in KCK. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Paul Grahovac 
785-393-1816 cell 
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Solving the Vacant Lot Issue: Using Compost to Remediate Soil, Grow Food, and Remove Blight
Turn every food desert into a food oasis and every Brownfield into a Greenfield. Make 
impervious surfaces permeable and turn blight to bright! Partnerships between land banksimpervious surfaces permeable, and turn blight to bright! Partnerships between land banks, 
urban farmers, and urban gardeners offer solutions for trumping the vacancy and 
abandonment that exists in many post‐industrial cities today. Not only can urban agriculture 
extend budgetary relief to land banks, it also addresses the economic and social conditions that 
are the intention and impetus of land banking. This session will leave you with an entire toolkit 
of strategies to green vacant property, facilitate community partnerships and teach community 
members how to make gardening meet their nutritional needs. You will return to your 
communities with an increased knowledge and understanding of the purpose, goals, costs,communities with an increased knowledge and understanding of the purpose, goals, costs, 
benefits, obstacles, successes, and possibilities of urban gardening and farming.

Speakers: Natalie Pruett, Genesee County Land Bank



Genessee County / Flint Michigan Land Bank Goes All OutGenessee County / Flint, Michigan Land Bank Goes All Out 
for Urban Agriculture



The “Vacant 
Land Re‐use 
Policy,” has 
b t f dbeen transformed

into “Land 
Available for 
Greening 
and 
Gardening.”



The National Land Bank Conference in Michigan was 
established by Flint – Genessee County officials who founded 
the Genessee Land Bank.

So it’s not surprising that the The Genesse County LandSo, it s not surprising that the The Genesse County Land 
Bank’s support for urban agriculture was featured at this 
year’s Land Bank Conference.year s Land Bank Conference.



Kansas City Center for Urban Agriculture
Farm Business Development ProgramFarm Business Development Program

Jefferson Farms
KCCUA Affiliate Farm
5th & Haskell
Kansas City, Kansas



Looking up the hill South toward the VFW from HaskellLooking up the hill South toward the VFW from Haskell.

Beds are numbered in the order they were planted.

Bed 1Bed 2Bed 3Bed 4Bed 5
Bed 6



Location of Bed 6 and Community Bed relative to 
Beds 1 and 2.

Bed 6

Community Bed
Bed 1Bed 2



Bed 1

4‐18‐10, planted Flash Collard 
seeded in greenhouse 2‐11‐10, 9seeded in greenhouse 2 11 10, 9 
on West edge South end, 12 on 
East edge South end, 6” in from 
side 36” between rows 18”side 36” between rows 18” 
between plants.  17 Starbor Kale 
West edge North end seeded 
same day planted same way, 15 
East edge North end.  

Date ???? 44 onions planted in 
center of bed.  Do not recall this, 
but it is in notes Check bed tobut it is in notes.  Check bed to 
confirm. 



Bed 2
4‐24‐10 planted Winter Broccoli seeded 2‐19‐10, 6” in from edge 18” 
apart, 19 West edge South end, 5‐1‐10 planted 31 East edge.  5‐1‐10 
planted 28 Super Red Cabbage in middle of bed seeded 2‐19‐10.  



Bed 3
5‐1‐10 planted 30 Winter Broccoli West edge and 91 Super Red 
Cabbage.  See Bed 2 for seed dates and planting details.



Bed 4
5‐1‐10 planted 12 Sioux tomatoes South end, 18 Brandywine North end 
West edge, 18 Green Zebras East edge. 



Bed 5
5‐1‐10 planted 17 Rutgers South end both edges, 16 Roma North 
end West edge, 9 Paul Robison North end East edge, 58 (number g , g , (
seems high need to confirm) Kolrabi mid‐bed seeded 2‐19‐10.  5‐
22‐10 planted 27 Eggplants North end. 

Looking up toward the VFW to the Looking down toward Haskell with Looking up toward the VFW to the 
South from Haskell like the prior 
photos

your back facing the VFW.



Bed 6
5‐22‐10 planted 23 Sweet Potatoes 
West edge, 22 East edge, 22 g , g ,
Eggplants mid‐bed South end. 



Beet plantings
5‐22‐19 planted 35 beet plants along South edge of beds.

‐‐‐ Beet plantings along South edge not shown in photos ‐‐‐



Bed 2
Planting 8‐7‐10

Provider Green  Beans

Planting 8 7 10

Maxibel Green Beans



Water melon

Turnips
P C ll d

West

Tomatoes Peppers Collards

Brussel sprouts
Green cabbageg

Peppers Red cabbage
Green cabbage

Peppers
Tomatoes TomatoesTomatoes                                   Tomatoes

Okra                                                   Okra                   Tomatoes

k

North

Okra    Beans                                    Beans                                       Beans

Collards                                         Collards                                                    Collards

Okra                                                                Sweet Potatoes                                           

Leeks                         Carrots            Slickleaf Mustard Greens                Collards                    

Cucumbers
Beets
Tomatoes

Sunflowers Peppers            Zucchini


























