
 

City of Lawrence                                          
Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) 
May 11, 2011 (5:30 PM) Meeting Minutes  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Sarah Hill-Nelson, Beth Johnson, Matt Lehrman, 

Daniel Poull, Andrea Repinsky, Simran Sethi, 
Brian Sifton, Ian Spomer 

YOUTH IN GOVERNMENT PRESENT: Nick Benson 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Chad Luce, Megan Poindexter 
  

STAFF PRESENT: Tammy Bennett, Eileen Horn, Kathy Richardson, 
Lynne Zollner 

GUESTS PRESENT:  
 

PUBLIC PRESENT:  
 

 
 

Call Meeting to Order (Matt Lehrman, Chairperson) 
Take Roll Call to Determine Quorum of Members 
 
APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 
Motion and second to approve the April 13, 2011 minutes (Poull/Sifton).  
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Solid Waste Task Force (SWTF) Update 
 
At the last Solid Waste Task Force meeting Kathy Richardson’s presentation included information on solid 
waste and recycling service comparison among several communities, information on waste 
characterization studies, and a list of waste reduction and recycling goals (i.e. national, state, local goals). 
SWTF members received a detailed community comparison chart which was created using the same 
communities the City uses each year for the solid waste rate comparisons.  
 
On May 17th, SWTF members will tour Solid Waste Division office and also view trash collection in three 
different areas: downtown alley, residential alley and residential curbside area. 
 
SWTF scheduled tentatively a public input meeting on Wednesday, June 8th at 6:00 p.m. in the 
Commission Room at City Hall. This meeting will be conflict with the SAB June meeting. The board 
agreed to attend the SWTF public input meeting in June in lieu of their monthly meeting. The next SAB 
meeting will be July 13th.   
 
Local Food Policy Council (LFPC) Update 
 
Daniel Poull mentioned that the Local Food Policy Council has completed a draft of the Foods System 
Report. Once LFPC reviews the draft and approves the distribution of the report at their upcoming 
meeting, then SAB and other groups will receive a copy.  
 
Review of the Horizon 2020 Comprehensive Preservation Plan 
 
Lynne Zollner, City Historic Resources Administrator, distributed a draft copy of the Historic Preservation 
Plan which includes goals, policies, and implementation strategies. SAB reviewed the document and 

http://www.lawrenceks.org/swtf/files/swtf_2011may4.pdf�
http://www.lawrenceks.org/swtf/files/comparison_communities_chart_2011may4.pdf�
http://www.lawrenceplanning.org/documents/PresPlan.pdf�
http://www.lawrenceplanning.org/documents/PresPlan.pdf�


 

offered edit suggestions. Timeline on action items: the Lawrence-Douglas County Planning Commission 
will take action on the Historic Preservation Plan in July/August this year. Public hearings will be 
organized in 2011.  
 
Review of the Climate Protection Task Force (CPTF) Final Report and Potential “Lawrence 
State of Sustainability” Report 
 
SAB discussed the importance of developing a type of “State of Sustainability” report for Lawrence. This 
report would provide direction to the board and help identify which items to advice the City Commission 
on. There was discussion on using environmental or sustainability indicators and creating benchmarks. 
 
Eileen Horn informed SAB that she received a sustainability strategies matrix (see attached) at an EPA 
conference for sustainability coordinators. SAB reviewed the matrix and agreed that this would be a great 
tool to use for Lawrence. The board also agreed to use the strategies that were identified in the Climate 
Protection Task Force Report in 2008. 
 
At the July SAB meeting, SAB will revisit their goals developed last year. The board will also review a staff 
draft document summarizing accomplishments and goals of the seven CPTF strategies.  
Action: Eileen Horn will create this document and email it to SAB a week prior to the July meeting.  
 
Staff Report: Waste Reduction and Recycling Division 
 
See WRR report attached. 
 
Staff Report: Sustainability Coordinator  
 
Eileen Horn informed SAB of the following: 
 
City of Lawrence updates: 
 
Take Charge Challenge: Manhattan is still in the lead, but by a slim margin. Lawrence is doing very well 
in category 1 (home energy audits through Efficiency KS), but need to work on category 2 (bulbs and 
thermostat changes) and category 3 (community involvement).  Request of SAB:  Please invite Westar to 
present at your workplace/church/boy scouts troop, etc. It’s a x10 multiplier, so if you can pull together 
20 folks, we get 200 points. Enter your bulb switches at www.takechargekansas.org.  
 
The Lawrence-Douglas County Fire Medical Department stations are competing in an “Energy 
Smackdown” contest starting June 1. This contest is based upon behavioral changes to show the impact 
of simple actions – adjusting thermostats, using smart power strips, etc. 
 
This month’s CHAMP, the City’s Wellness Group, picnic will feature local foods. 
 
The City is hoping to collaborate with KC Clean Cities to apply for an Electric Vehicle Readiness Grant 
sponsored by the Department of Energy. This is for a regional infrastructure planning process. A letter of 
support has been submitted and the grant is due in late June. 
 
The EPA’s Climate Showcase Communities Grant is coming up again and the City will likely apply.  Eileen 
Horn will bring ideas to share with SAB for feedback. 
 
Brian Sifton and Eileen Horn have been working with the City Manager and City Engineer to submit an 
application to the EPA’s Re-Powering America’s Lands Program to assess the feasibility of renewable 
energy at the former Farmland Industries site. 

http://www.takechargekansas.org/�


 

Motion and second to approve the SAB letter of support (see attached) for the EPA’s Re-
Powering America’s Lands Program (Hill-Nelson/Spomer).  
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously. 
 
Douglas County updates: 
 
The County Sustainability Team launched this week. They are working on initiatives to support the 
Douglas County Sustainability Plan. 
 
The County’s Judicial Law Enforcement building recently completed an energy efficiency HVAC retrofit 
project that has saved $19,000 in 4 months.   
 
Miscellaneous Announcements and/or Public Comments 
 
Brian Sifton informed SAB that he is resigning from the board. He will be relocating to Kansas City soon. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned 7:03 p.m.  
 
 
Next meeting: June 8th, 2011 at 6:00 p.m. to attend the Solid Waste Task Force public input meeting.   
  
 
 
Attachments: 

 Sustainability Strategies Matrix 
 SAB Letter of Support for the EPA’s Repowering America’s Lands Program Application  
 Waste Reduction and Recycling Division Report 

 
 

 
 

http://www.douglas-county.com/depts/ad/su/docs/pdf/su_countyplan_03172011.pdf�


















May 11, 2011 
 
Lura Matthews  
Center for Program Analysis  
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency  
1301 Constitution Ave. NW  
EPA West Building, Room 3417  
Washington, DC 20004 
 
Re:  City of Lawrence EPA Re-Powering America Application 

 

Dear Ms. Matthews and EPA Application Review Team: 

It is with great enthusiasm that we support the City’s application for a Re-Powering feasibility 
study.  This project truly exemplifies the balance between the three areas of sustainability – 
economy, environment, and society.  By cleaning up a contaminated site to prepare it for 
commercial/industrial development and renewable energy generation, Lawrence can provide a 
showcase for sustainability in our region.   

As the City’s Sustainability Advisory Board, we work directly with the City Commission to 
suggest programs and policies to help advance the City’s sustainability initiatives.  We also work 
to implement the Climate Protection Plan adopted in 2008.   

Our volunteer members come from various organizations and companies from around Lawrence, 
and represent a diversity of viewpoints and perspectives.  We are all committed to providing 
sound advice to the Commission on sustainability-related matters. 

Therefore, we support the City’s application for this technical assistance from EPA/NREL, as it 
will provide critical data to help us make sound, science-based sustainability decisions.  Also, the 
location and history of the Farmland site make it an excellent candidate for demonstrating the 
potential to convert an environmental liability to an asset - with innovative, smart, sustainable 
solutions. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Matt Lehrman, 
Chair, Sustainability Advisory Board 
City of Lawrence 



 

 
 

 
 
 

Waste Reduction and Recycling Division Report for the Sustainability Advisory Board (05/11/11) 
 
 
 
RECYCLING PROGRAM REPORT 

OLD CORRUGATED CONTAINERS (OCC) 
Cardboard   Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   435.85  $63,198.25 
Prior YTD   466.07  $66,730.75 

Avg. Price/ton thru April 2011:   $145.00   Avg. price/ton thru April 2010:   $143.18 

OLD NEWSPAPERS (ONP) 
Newspaper   Tons  Revenue 
Current YTD   112.43  $15,572.10 
Prior YTD   161.78  $15,270.00 

Avg. Price/ton thru April 2011:   $138.50 Avg. Price/ton thru April 2010:   $94.39 
 
OFFICE  WASTE PAPER (SOP) AND SORTED WHITE LEDGER (SWL)   
Sorted Office Paper  Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   14.80  $4,054.52 

Prior YTD   19.29  $3,905.40 

Avg. Price/ton thru April 2011:   $235.00(SOP) Avg. Price/ton thru April 2010:   $202.46 

    $300.00(SWL) 
MIXED WASTE PAPER (MIX) 
Mixed Paper   Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   72.77  $6,309.40 
Prior YTD   112.42  $7,697.78 

Avg. Price/ton thru April 2011:   $86.70 Avg. Price/ton thru April 2010:   $68.47 
 

TOTAL       YTD  TONS  REVENUE 
 

635.85  $89,134.27 
Prior YTD   759.56  $93,603.93 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) AND SMALL QUANTITY GENERATOR (SQG) PROGRAM REPORT 
 

 
 
 

YARD TRIMMINGS COLLECTION AND COMPOST PROGRAM REPORT  
 
 
 

Yard Trimmings 
Collection: Year To Date 

Residential 
Tons 

Collected 
Curbside 

Commercial 
Tons 

Received 

Other Tons 
Received 

(Christmas 
Trees) 

Total Tons 
This 

Month 

Average 
Preferred 
Container 

Compliance 

20
11

 

January  NA 57.2 21.65 78.85 NA 
February NA 57.1 NA 57.1 NA 
March 337.65 282.1 NA 619.75 99.4% 
April 646.38 370.3 NA 1,016.68 99.3% 
May      
June      
July      
August      
September      
October      
November      
December      
2011 TOTAL 984.03 766.7 21.65 1,772.38 99.4% 

 



 
11th Annual Earth Day Celebration 

 
On Saturday, April 16, 2011, the City’s Waste Reduction and Recycling Division hosted the 11th Annual 
Earth Day Celebration.  Events included a parade hosted by KU Environs, a Water Festival, and a 
Sustainability Trailblazers awards ceremony.  The Lawrence Transit System offered free rides all day, 
providing the experience and benefits of public transportation on all fixed routes. 
 

 
 

Parade 
The parade began at 11 a.m., and traveled from Watson Park east to Massachusetts Street, then 
south on Massachusetts Street from 7th to 11th Streets.  It was a beautiful day and many people came 
outside of shops and gathered on street corners to watch and wave as the parade proceeded to the 
Celebration in South Park.  Approximately 450 people from 40 groups participated in the parade.    
 
Celebration 
The Celebration began at 11:30 a.m. with the arrival of the parade participants and many parade 
watchers. South Park activities were for all ages and included live music, informational booths, and 
food vendors.  For the sixth consecutive year, the Celebration featured April Showers to Water 
Towers: a Water Festival for Douglas County with activities focused on water quality and pollution 
prevention organized by the City’s Stormwater Division.  
 

There were 70 informational tables at the Celebration, with topics ranging from native plant education 
to electronics recycling to wetland preservation, as well as a caricature artist.  The City’s Parks and 
Recreation Department led participants on South Park tree identification tours and city garden strolls 
throughout the afternoon.  All activities were free and open to the public.  An estimated 1,200 people 
passed through the celebration throughout the afternoon. KLZR provided music and a live remote 
from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  At 1 p.m. Mayor Aron Cromwell and Eileen Horn, the County/City 
Sustainability Coordinator, presented local businesses with Sustainability Trailblazer award honors.  
Live music performances by Jazz Cigarettes, and Byron James and Friends, began at 2 p.m. and kept 
the crowd entertained until the Celebration ended at 4 p.m.  Food vendors were a great benefit to the 
Celebration and included Crazy 8 Concessions and Taco’s 4 U.   
 

Two other environmental events joined in the Celebration at South Park: Animal Outreach of Kansas 
hosted their “Great American Meat-Out” vegan cook-out and “Read Out, Speak Out, Sing Out, Dance 
Out, Act Out for Earthcare” took place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Both were well attended and enjoyed.  
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Left: Members of the University of Kansas student group, KU Environs, who organized the Earth Day 
Parade, lead participants down Massachusetts Street.  Right: A plastic bag dragon created by The 
Community Mercantile makes its way down Massachusetts Street. 
 

             
Left: Mark Graves, City’s Parks & Recreation Department Senior Arborist, distributes trees to citizens 
after a South Park tree identification tour.  Right: Celebration attendees decorate reusable shopping 
bags at The Community Mercantile table. 
 

           
Left: Volunteers for Lawrence Complete Streets provide bike valet service to Celebration attendees 
while they visit other exhibits.  Right: Animal Outreach of Kansas provides free vegan food at the 
Earth Day Celebration. 
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Left: Presenter entertains crowd at the Oread Friends Meeting’s “Read Out, Speak Out, Sing Out, 
Dance Out, Act Out for Earthcare.”  Right: Participants of the Water Festival learn about water 
safety from an Otter near the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary table. 
  

                              
Left: Children decorate their own cardboard bird house at the Jayhawk Audubon Society table.  
Right: Caricaturist John Rasmussen draws a crowd as well.   
 

           
Left: The band Jazz Cigarettes performs.  Right: Mayor Aron Cromwell, Eileen Horn, the County/City 
Sustainability Coordinator, and Jonathan Kealing from The World Company announce the winners of 
the 2011 Sustainability Trailblazer awards.   
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