
The SoluTion

The Geoblock® system was utilized 
in three areas at the apartment 
complex—two fire access lanes and 
one access road to the complex’s 
water detention pond. In all, three 
areas totaling 280 m2 (3,000 ft2) were 
installed in less than three days starting 
from site preparation through seeding.

ReSulTS

After the system was fully vegetated, 
tests were performed by the local fire 
department and the Geoblock system 
was approved for use. 

Presto’s Commitment

At Presto, we’re committed to helping you apply the best solution to your fire access requirements. Rely on the 
leaders in the industry when you need a solution that is right for your application. Contact Presto or Presto’s 
distributor/representative for assistance with your permeable pavement needs.
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The Challenge

Faced with the common problem of providing emergency vehicle 
access while maintaining desirable green space, architects and 
contractors building the Homestead Village Complex rejected 
traditional paving materials in favor of a permeable system.
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GeoBLoCK® PoroUs PAVement sYstem

Environmental regulations that control and limit storm water runoff, 
reduce impervious surfaces, and increase green space have resulted 
in the growth of permeable pavements for traffic areas.

The Geoblock® Porous Pavement System offers support for all 
vehicular loadings and protects the grass from the damaging effects 
of traffic while allowing natural groundwater replenishment.

Examples where the Geoblock® system provided solutions for fire 
access requirements are illustated in this case study summary.
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Exploration Place, Wichita, Kansas 
Posted on October 28, 2010 by ISI  

Project Name: Exploration Place 

Product: Grasspave2 pervious fire 

lane 

Application: Fire Lane 

City: Wichita 

State/Province: Kansas 

Install Date: November 1999 

Multicolored signage marks the entrance. Our fire 

lane is located around the backside of the vertical 

curved wall to the right.  

View from far side of curved wall, the fire lane is 

nicely marked with a slope on the left.  

Fire lane can also be used as an event access drive. 

Notice the hard-surfaced plaza in the background, 

the edge of which is also shown in the above photo.  

Architecture view showing river level on left, moat, 

pedestrian river trail, and overhead walkway

Project Profiles – Invisible Structures 

Case studies and installations.
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Install Size: 280 m2 (3014 sq ft) 

Address: 300 McLean Avenue, Wichita, KS, phone 316-263-3373 

Client: NA 

Designer: NA 

Contractor: Hillside Nursery, 2200 South Hillside, Wichita, KS 67218 

Directions: From I-135, downtown Wichita, exit Kellogg Street West to 

Seneca, north to McLean right to Exploration Place. 

Location: Fire lane on the east side of the main entrance marked by a high 

mound on the right and a small one on the left.  

Photography: Vicki Bohnhoff, October 2001 

Summary: The location is unique since one of the large structures is built 

right into the water on the river’s shore. Water continues around the 

backside at a high level, forming a raised pond/canal. Entrance to the 

museum is gained by walking over an enclosed bridge, like walking over a 

moat. The architecture is dynamic and very modern with a variety of 

geometric shapes. Having a fire lane of Grasspave2 seems appropriate 

since the safety access doesn’t alter the character of the strong design. 

This entry was posted in Grasspave2, Kansas and tagged permeable fire lane, pervious fire lane, porous fire lane, reinforced grass fire lane, 

reinforced grass pavers. Bookmark the permalink.  
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