
Memorandum 
City of Lawrence  
Planning & Development Services 
 
TO: David L. Corliss, City Manager 

 
FROM: Planning Staff 

 
CC: Scott McCullough, Director of Planning and Development Services 

Sheila Stogsdill, Assistant Planning Director 
 

Date: For May 3, 2011 City Commission meeting 
 

RE: Text Amendment Initiation to permit the use of synthetic turf to 
meet landscaping requirements in Article 10 of the Development 
Code 
 

 
A request was made by Paul Werner Architects to initiate a text amendment to the Land 
Development Code to include ‘synthetic turf’ in the list of landscape materials that may 
be used to meet the landscape requirements in Article 10 and to revise the definition of 
‘Landscaping’ in Article 17 to include ‘synthetic turf’.  The request is being made in order 
to maintain recently installed synthetic turf at the apartment complex being constructed 
at the intersection of Trail and Frontier, formerly known as the Boardwalk Apartments.  
While the site plan was approved with code compliant landscape materials (sod, seed), a 
routine inspection of the site yielded the installation of the synthetic turf.  The owner 
was informed of the non-compliant installation and was provided options to conform to 
the code, including installing the approved plant material, seeking a variance, or 
requesting a text amendment to revise the applicable sections of the code.  The 
applicant would like the city to consider revising the Development Code to permit the 
use of synthetic turf for this and potentially future projects. 
 
The code emphasizes the use of living landscape materials and states the following 
about landscaping (non-exclusive list): 
 
Section 20-1009 Landscape Material Standards – (b) Artificial Plants – No artificial plants 
or vegetation may be used to meet any standards of this section. 
 
Section 20-1009 Landscape Material Standards – (e) Grass Seed and Sod – Turf areas 
shall be planted with species suitable as permanent lawns in Lawrence.  Turf areas may 
be sodded or seeded. 
 
Section 20-1010(a)(2) – All Landscape Material, including trees, plant material and 
structural elements, shall be in place and healthy prior to issuance of a final Certificate 
of Occupancy.  The Planning Director may authorize issuance of a temporary Certificate 



of Occupancy prior to installation of required Landscaping, when seasonal conditions 
render installation impractical… 
 
Section 20-1701 Definitions 
                Landscape Material – Such living material such as trees, Shrubs, Ground 
Cover/vines, turf grasses, and non-living material such as: ricks, pebbles, sand, bark, 
brick pavers, earthen mounds (excluding pavement), and/or other items of a decorative 
or embellishing nature such as: fountains, pools, walls, fencing, sculpture, etc. 
 
                Landscaping – Any combination of living plants such as trees, Shrubs, plants, 
vegetative Ground Cover or turf grasses… 
 
                Ground Cover – Living Landscape Materials or living low-growing plants other 
than turf grasses, installed in such a manner so as to provide a continuous cover of the 
ground surface and which, upon maturity, normally reach an average maximum Height 
of not greater than 24 inches. 
 
The application noted that synthetic turf is low maintenance and may be appropriate in 
some locations. The application also identified synthetic turf as a ‘green building option’ 
as it does not require watering, mowing, or the use of fertilizers or pesticides. The 
application is attached for your reference. 
 
If the text amendment is approved, it will be necessary to revise the Community Design 
Manual as well for landscaping requirements within the Commercial and Industrial 
Zoning Districts for consistency. 
 
Staff recommends that the Commission initiate the amendment so that careful 
consideration can be given to the request and so that the pros and cons of using 
synthetic turf to meet the values of landscaping requirements can be discussed by the 
community stakeholders. 
 
Action requested:  Initiate a text amendment to Article 10 and Article 17 of the Land 
Development Code – Code of the City of Lawrence, Kansas regarding landscaping and 
landscape materials and associated revisions to the Community Design Manual, if 
appropriate. 










