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Bobbie Walthall

To: Charles Soules
Subject: RE: FW: Iowa Street Reconstruction Project

From: LLOYD NORTHROP [mailto:lhnorthrop@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Tuesday, April 27, 2010 10:55 AM 
To: Carolyn Hicks 
Subject: Re: FW: Iowa Street Reconstruction Project 
 
Carolyn:  From the Journal-World, it does appear as though the local neighbors do see the need for the turning 
lane from a safety viewpoint for all thoses on Iowa.   
  
When the city does get around to replacing the old original concrete (and widening the street to five lanes), it 
will be safer as it will comply with Iowa both north and south of the area under present consideration.  The 
turning lane is the best answer. 
  
Our car was struck in the rear end a number of years ago in the only auto accident we have had in over fifty 
years of driving, at the area under consideration, and it was due to the safety problem from not having a turning 
lane.            -- Lloyd Northrop 
 
--- On Fri, 4/23/10, Carolyn Hicks <chicks@ci.lawrence.ks.us> wrote: 

 
From: Carolyn Hicks <chicks@ci.lawrence.ks.us> 
Subject: FW: Iowa Street Reconstruction Project 
To: "'lhnorthrop@sbcglobal.net'" <lhnorthrop@sbcglobal.net> 
Date: Friday, April 23, 2010, 2:33 PM 

The Iowa Street reconstruction project from Yale Road to Bob Billings Parkway , including center turn lane will be 
on the City Commission Agenda on Tuesday, April 27, 2010.  The meeting will start at 6:35 PM at City Hall, 6 E 
6th Street . 

  

The City Commission Meeting Agenda can be viewed online at:  www.lawrenceks.org  

  

Thanks, 

Carolyn 

  

Carolyn Hicks, Administrative Support II - chicks@ci.lawrence.ks.us 

Public Works Department  | City of Lawrence, KS 

P.O. Box 708, Lawrence , KS   66044-0708 
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office (785) 832-3143 | fax (785) 832-3398 
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Bobbie Walthall

To: bbishop@sunflower.com
Subject: RE: Iowa Street

‐‐‐‐‐Original Message‐‐‐‐‐ 
From: bbishop@sunflower.com [mailto:bbishop@sunflower.com]  
Sent: Monday, April 26, 2010 1:02 PM 
To: mikeamyx515@hotmail.com 
Cc: Bobbie Walthall 
Subject: Iowa Street 
 
Mr Mayor Mike Amyx . . .  
 
I won't be at the City Commission meeting tonight in support of my letter and addendum about 
the Iowa Street center lane ‐‐ I had arthroscopic knee surgery Friday so am "staying low" for 
a bit longer. 
 
(For reference I've attached a copy of the two documents.)  
 
The last paragraph in my April 16 letter:   
 
"If the intent of the proposed reconfiguration is truly for the protection of motorists, then 
that protection should be extended to all left turning vehicles whether coming from the south 
or the north on the section of Iowa Street between Ninth Street and Terrace Road.  Since this 
has already been addressed appropriately from Ninth to Harvard, it only remains to be 
consistently implemented from Harvard to Terrace Road."  
 
And the last two paragraphs from the Addendum dated April 16: 
 
"It is also important that the city of Lawrence examine the condition of streets and curbs in 
these affected neighborhoods and concurrently address the deterioration which now exists due 
to the already heavy traffic. 
 
"I am aware we have experts on traffic.  I am hopeful those experts will address the problems 
on Iowa Street as well as the side streets and residential neighborhoods and use their 
expertise to maintain the intended traffic routes in Lawrence." 
 
Thank You . . .   
 
 
Barbara M. Bishop 
1641 University Drive 
 
 



Date:  April 16, 2010 
 
To:   Commissioners Mike Amyx, Aron Cromwell, Lance Johnson, Michael Dever, Robert Chestnut 

Department of Public Works: Charles Soules, Director and Shoeb Uddin, City Engineer 
City Manager David Corliss 

 
From: Barbara M. Bishop, 1641 University Drive, Phone  842-6072 
 
Subject:  Center Lane on Iowa Street  
 
A comprehensive presentation was made at Fire Station Number 5 regarding the reworking of Iowa 
Street and the desirability of at that time installing an extra lane dedicated to turns off of Iowa onto 
neighboring streets in the area from Harvard Road to the Irving Hill overpass.  This meeting was 
attended by Mr. Soules and Mr. Corliss.   
 
I was informed this matter was to be presented to the City Commission the last week of April therefore 
all comments should be submitted before this date. 
 
There were people in favor and people in opposition of the city’s proposal.  There was no consensus 
except that there are real dangers for southbound traffic making left turns off of Iowa onto Oxford, 
Stratford and University Drives.  I would note there are also dangers for entry into driveways for homes 
along that part of Iowa.   
 
I would also add that for northbound traffic on Iowa there is danger in left turns onto Terrace Road, 
Orchard Road and homes in that particular area.   
 
Request 
 
I would ask that when making a decision that you to please consider the entire area from Harvard to 
Terrace Road as a candidate for a center lane for turns (left or right) as exists on many other streets in 
Lawrence.   
 
Example:  Iowa from Ninth Street to Harvard already has this kind of lane.  There is a dedicated left turn 
lane for northbound traffic at Ninth and a dedicated left turn lane for southbound traffic at Harvard.  
Between and connecting these there is a center turn lane with arrows showing left turns for traffic traveling 
both north and south.    
 
Please do NOT have just one neighborhood street with a dedicated left turn lane for southbound traffic on 
Iowa.  This would be a broad signal to all Iowa Street traffic that that one street was the preferred 
alternate method of heading east and consequently permanently change the character of that particular 
neighborhood.   
 
Conclusion   
 
If the intent of the proposed reconfiguration is truly for the protection of motorists, then that protection 
should be extended to all left turning vehicles whether coming from the south or the north on the section 
of Iowa Street between Ninth Street and Terrace Road.  Since this has already been addressed 
appropriately from Ninth to Harvard, it only remains to be consistently implemented from Harvard to 
Terrace Road.  
 
 



Date:  April 16, 2010 
 
To:   Commissioners Mike Amyx, Aron Cromwell, Lance Johnson, Michael Dever, Robert Chestnut 

Department of Public Works: Charles Soules, Director and Shoeb Uddin, City Engineer 
City Manager David Corliss 

 
From: Barbara M. Bishop, 1641 University Drive, Phone 842-6072 
 
ADDENDUM   
 
Subject:  University Drive  
 
I would like to note that one person in attendance at the city’s meeting on reworking Iowa Street thought 
a center lane on Iowa would facilitate her being able to more easily leave the neighborhood by using 
University Drive to turn south onto Iowa. 
 
I believe she might be mistaken and that what may very well happen is that there will be an increase of 
drivers attempting left turns onto Iowa and that consequently there will be a backup of cars on 
University Drive and therefore a real restriction on cars desiring to turn right (north). 
 
Thoughts 
 
The city has solved the above problem of backups on such streets as 21st Street at Iowa by having both a 
right and a left turn lane on 21st Street facilitating access to Iowa.   There are many other streets in 
Lawrence which are marked similarly.   This might be a solution for University Drive and perhaps 
Stratford? 
 
It is also important that the city of Lawrence examine the condition of streets and curbs in these affected 
neighborhoods and concurrently address the deterioration which now exists due to the already heavy 
traffic. 
 
I am aware we have experts on traffic.  I am hopeful those experts will address the problems on Iowa 
Street as well as the side streets and residential neighborhoods and use their expertise to maintain the 
intended traffic routes in Lawrence.  
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Bobbie Walthall

To: David L. Corliss
Subject: RE: Iowa turn lane

 

From: John or Karla Spurgeon [mailto:kandjspur@sbcglobal.net]  
Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 3:27 PM 
To: Charles Soules 
Subject: Iowa turn lane 
 
Mr. Soules,   
    Please pass our comments on to the city commissioners at the meeting Tuesday night, as we may not be able 
to attend. We have lived 1/2 block west of Iowa on Orchard Lane for 26 years. We are adamantly  in favor of a 
turn lane on Iowa. While walking our children to Hillcrest we have seen many accidents over the years along 
the stretch of highway under consideration. We realize the concerns of those who live east of Iowa, but we feel 
that the safety of drivers turning east or west from Iowa onto the side streets, as well as those entering Iowa 
from side streets both east and west of Iowa strongly warrants having the dangers diminished by adding the turn 
lane. Iowa, also as Highway 59, is a major thoroughfare into Lawrence and the University of Kansas. We urge 
you to make it a safer stretch of roadway. Since it is necessary to redo the road soon, we feel it is imperative 
that the safety of those turning on this highway be given priority over the objections of some who are concerned 
about higher volumes of traffic in their neighborhood. 
Thank you for considering all safety concerns. 
Karla and John Spurgeon 
2319 Orchard Lane 
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Bobbie Walthall

To: David L. Corliss
Subject: RE: Why adding a fifth lane to Iowa will make things worse

 

From: siyuan han [mailto:syhan_66044@yahoo.com]  
Sent: Sunday, April 25, 2010 7:10 PM 
To: Mike Amyx; Robert Chestnut; David L. Corliss; Aron Cromwell; Michael Dever; Jonathan Douglass; Lance Johnson; 
Scott McCullough; Tom Orzulak; Charles Soules; Diane Stoddard; Cynthia Wagner 
Subject: Why adding a fifth lane to Iowa will make things worse 
 
Dear Sirs/Madams: 
 
In the last few weeks the City launched a PR campaign aimed at pushing its “solution” to Iowa Street’s traffic 
problem by adding a fifth lane designated for left-turn between Yale and University section of Iowa. To 
manipulate public opinion the City not only disperses a series of misinformation but also tried hard to smear 
anyone who is against the plan for proper causes as selfish and unreasonable. If our common goal is to solve the 
problem I wish the City would stop its propaganda machine and instead to formulate a real solution by 
addressing the root cause of the problem.  
  
It is well known the traffic problem on this section of Iowa is due to insufficient capacity of the 9th Street and 
15th Street east of Iowa. Both streets have about 200 to 300 yards from their Iowa intersections that only have 
two lanes which create traffic bottlenecks. This is the reason why many people to make left turn on Iowa to use 
the side streets to avoid these bottlenecks. The right approach is to eliminate these bottlenecks by widening 9th 
and 15th east of Iowa to four lanes.  It is the time that the City should work with KU and neighborhood 
communities together to get the problem solved once for all instead of moving it to different locations and in the 
process destroying the neighborhood.  
  
The proposed plan does not address the root cause of the problem but simply shifts it from Iowa to side streets 
such as Stratford and University. It will make these streets more dangerous for residents, pedestrians, bikers, 
and in particular school children who play various sports in the Water Tower Park.   
  
I admire the City’s goal to make Lawrence more compact and friendly to families, kids, pedestrians, and bikers. 
However, this plan is doing exactly the opposite. It will not solve Iowa Street’s traffic problem but will certainly 
make the side streets and neighborhood much more dangerous from significantly increased traffic. 
  
In addition, most of accidents involving motorists making left turns on south bound Iowa were caused by 
speeding and bad driving habits such as making calls and/or texting while driving. Otherwise, they should have 
sufficient time to slow down and/or stop before hitting the vehicle in front of them. Solution to this problem 
should include better enforcement of traffic laws and driver education. Furthermore, because most of accidents 
on Iowa currently are collisions between vehicles they usually do not cause serious personal injury and/or 
fatality. If the plan is implemented, despite strong opposition from the people who have the greatest stake in this 
matter, a significant increase of accidents that result in severe personal injury and death will be a certainty. So 
please be extremely prudent when making your decision.       
  
Finally, the City claims that a large majority of people who sent in email comments supported the plan but 
never mentioned where those people live. In fact, most of the residents of Stratford and University are against 
the plan. It’s not surprising that people not from Stratford and University are in general for the plan because 
they have nothing to loss but potentially have something to gain. In contrast, the residents of these two streets 



2

have everything to loss but little to gain. Hence, any attempt to justify the plan by saying that it enjoys the 
support of majority is misleading at its best. On this issue the City essentially is arguing that the residents of 
Stratford and University should happily sacrifice their interests for the “good” of the larger community. It 
should be pointed out that this line of argument may be common in China and North Korea but has no place in a 
democratic society as the United States of American.  
  
Thank you for your attention, 
 
Siyuan Han 
1909 Stratford Rd. 
Lawrence, KS 66044 
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