














Michelle Leininger 

From: steven c. watts [scajj@sbcglobal.net]
Sent: Thursday, January 07, 2010 4:27 AM
To: Bradley R. Finkeldei; ksingleton@kcsdv.org; Hugh Carter; Lisa Harris
Cc: Scott McCullough; Michelle Leininger
Subject: Another, large, compelling reason
Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Orange
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1/14/2010

Happy New Year to each of you. 
  
One last, straggling piece of information data that is rather significant relative to the need for 1649 Edgehill Rd.  to be 
included in the Oread Neighborhood Plan: 
  
1613 Tennessee in Lawrence (Ludington-Thacher home) was placed on the historical list.  This address is in the ONA 
defined boundary and also in the City's boundary for the Oread Neighborhood. 
  
 Because my home and my property are within the prescribed boundaries as set down by law once a property is 
officially designated "historical" (the fact my land and home are close to the site.....within 300 feet or 300 yards....I 
forget...), any and all matters relating to modifying my home must first be approved by all manner of governmental 
bodies. 
  
This simple fact alone is very compelling as it relates to being part of the Oread Neighborhood; particularly when 
coupled with all the other realities I have tried to make you aware of. 
  
Thank you 
  
Steven C. Watts 
1649 Edgehill Rd. 
Lawrence, KS 
  
  
NOTICE:  This information and attachments are intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is 
addressed, and may contain information that is privileged and/or confidential.  If the reader of this message is not the 
intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution or copying of this communication is strictly prohibited and may be 
punishable under state and federal law.  If you have received this communication and/or attachments in error, please 
notify the sender via email immediately and destroy all electronic and paper copies.



25 January 2010 
 
 
Greg Moore, Chairman, and Members of the Lawrence-Douglas County Planning Commission 
 
RE: ITEM NO. 10 - COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AMENDMENT TO CHAPTER 14 
– THE OREAD NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN  
 
I am writing on behalf of the ONA Board to thank you for many improvements that have 
been made to the plan draft.  Reading each reiteration though, brings up new concerns. 
 
Goal 1 – for Land Use is “Maintain a variety of housing types to provide a balance in 
the diveristy of people living in the neighborhood while maintaining strong 
neighborhood scale commercial areas."   Unfortunately none of the actions listed in 
Table 43-1, the Implementation Schedule, really address this concern.  The suggestion to 
review the Land Development Code "regarding boarding houses to address 
neighborhood concerns while maintaining boarding houses as a feasible option for 
owners and students" seems to assume every residential structure in the neighborhood 
could be developed as a boarding house. This is unacceptable.  
 
One Land Use Implementation Strategy is “Encouraging more owner occupants and 
families to locate in the planning area…” However when "to permit by right 
detached dwellings (single-dwelling use) in multi-dwelling districts (RM) with 
certain standards" is the only action, and it goes on to say "Among other things, the 
standards could include that the structure must have been originally constructed as 
a single-dwelling structure" seems to require proof rather than give encouragement.  
 
For the Urban Conservation Overlay Districts: 
4.2.2.1. District 4 (Hancock Historic District)  consider adding: 

Lot size (assembly) 
Limit size of building additions 

4.2.2.2. District 5 (Oread Historic District) consider adding: 
Lot size (assembly) 
Limit size of building additions 
Alley access as opposed to street access 
 

We suggest just a little more work to be done on the history.  It says: 
"The creation of the neighborhood association allowed for a grant to be applied for 
and received by the federal Community Development Block Grant program. This 
was used to assist the neighborhood in crime prevention, provide dumpster pads, 
repair of stairs and various other projects."  Grant funds have been received annually, 
not just once, and they are available without the creation of the neighborhood association.  
Perhaps this could be changed to read  "The neighborhood association has used 
Community Development Block Grant funds to build alley parking, dumpster pads 
and screening, repair steps, and for other projects."  
 
 



There seems to be some misunderstanding about parking.  The section reads:  
"Parking is an issue in the neighborhood because of the proximity to KU. With 
automobiles not being available until the early 1900's, automobile parking was not a 
consideration when the neighborhood was developed. Auto parking has been added 
into available areas through the years. With the evolution of the neighborhood to 
include more renters, and more people having cars, and people driving to campus, 
there has been less space to park."  
Neighborhoods other than Oread are in proximity to KU, however they have been able to 
restrict street parking.  The amount of space for parking has not changed.  We suggest:  
"Parking space is an issue in the neighborhood.  Alleys generally allow for off-street 
parking, however increasing densities prior to required increases in off-street 
parking and greater car ownership means many residents must park on the streets. 
Residents compete for street parking with students commuting to KU or living in 
the scholarship and residence halls.  The KU scholarship halls built in the 1950s had 
no parking because it was assumed that students living there would not own 
automobiles; the parking space at Corbin-GSP cannot accommodate the demand." 
 
Some additional suggested wording changes: 
Fix the first sentence in Section 3 – Goals, Policies and Implementation Strategies: 
“The Oread Neighborhood planning area is anticipated to continue in the future to 
be a neighborhood with a mix of residential housing types as the dominate land uses 
and various a number of mixed use and commercial areas.” 
Perhaps: 
“The Oread Neighborhood planning area is anticipated to continue in the future to 
be a neighborhood with a mix of residential housing types as the dominate land use 
and various mixed use and commercial areas.” 
 
In the implementation schedule, dumpster does not apply to trash enclosure standards: 
 “to ensure appropriate dumpster and other trash enclosure standards” 
 
 
Thank you very much for your consideration of these additional comments. 
 
 
Marci Francisco 
Member, Oread Neighborhood Association Board  


