
Parks & Recreation Parks & Recreation 
Still GrowingStill Growing



Good News!Good News!

The demand for Parks & The demand for Parks & 
Recreation services Recreation services 
continues to grow every continues to grow every 
year. year. 



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing
The City of Lawrence Parks and Recreation Department continues iThe City of Lawrence Parks and Recreation Department continues its  ts  

mission of offering quality of life programming to all segments mission of offering quality of life programming to all segments of of 
the community.the community.

LPRD offers more than 1800 recreation programs LPRD offers more than 1800 recreation programs 
and activities each year (450 per season)and activities each year (450 per season)

TwentyTwenty--three percent more classes were offered in three percent more classes were offered in 
20082008



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing

LPRD youth recreational basketball leagues had 990 LPRD youth recreational basketball leagues had 990 
children (ages 5children (ages 5--12), 92 teams, participate in 2008, 12), 92 teams, participate in 2008, 
which was an increase of more than 75 children from which was an increase of more than 75 children from 
the previous yearthe previous year

LPRD now oversees the competitive Hoopsters LPRD now oversees the competitive Hoopsters 
youth basketball leagues, which had 41 teams, youth basketball leagues, which had 41 teams, 
approximately 410 children in 2008approximately 410 children in 2008



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing

LPRD recreation baseball leagues had 1,400 LPRD recreation baseball leagues had 1,400 
children (ages 5children (ages 5--16) participate in 2009, a 16 percent 16) participate in 2009, a 16 percent 
increase over the previous yearincrease over the previous year

LPRD became the administrator of the Douglas LPRD became the administrator of the Douglas 
County Amateur Baseball Association in 2009 and County Amateur Baseball Association in 2009 and 
had 36 teams in league play, approximately 432 had 36 teams in league play, approximately 432 
childrenchildren



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing

LPRD adult indoor sports (basketball and volleyball) LPRD adult indoor sports (basketball and volleyball) 
saw increases in participation in 2008 and so far in saw increases in participation in 2008 and so far in 
2009 all indoor sports have continued this trend2009 all indoor sports have continued this trend

The department has added womenThe department has added women’’s and coed s and coed 
basketball leagues, dodgeball and kick ball in the basketball leagues, dodgeball and kick ball in the 
past few yearspast few years



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing

LPRD recreation facilities have averaged nearly LPRD recreation facilities have averaged nearly 
13,000 reservations a year over the past 3 years.13,000 reservations a year over the past 3 years.

That averages out to 35 activities a day That averages out to 35 activities a day 



Indoor Facilities in the communityIndoor Facilities in the community
Over the past 5 years facility availability has been Over the past 5 years facility availability has been 

impacted by the following items:impacted by the following items:
The sale of Sport 2 Sport; conversion of 4 gymnasiums The sale of Sport 2 Sport; conversion of 4 gymnasiums 
to indoor tennis courts to indoor tennis courts 
Robinson Gymnasium at KU is no longer available for Robinson Gymnasium at KU is no longer available for 
LPRD gymnastics programs LPRD gymnastics programs -- 2 gyms.2 gyms.
Small gym at East Lawrence Center is now used for Small gym at East Lawrence Center is now used for 
gymnasticsgymnastics
School District is reducing staff at facilities evenings  School District is reducing staff at facilities evenings  
and weekends due to budget challenges. This time has and weekends due to budget challenges. This time has 
traditionally been used for LPRD Youth Sports.traditionally been used for LPRD Youth Sports.
Due to programmed uses, freeDue to programmed uses, free--play in recreation play in recreation 
facilities has nearly been eliminatedfacilities has nearly been eliminated



Outdoor Facilities in the communityOutdoor Facilities in the community

Over the past 5 years facility availability Over the past 5 years facility availability 
has been impacted by the following itemshas been impacted by the following items
Loss use of a baseball / softball diamond at LHSLoss use of a baseball / softball diamond at LHS
DCABA fields (2) at the fairground need to be DCABA fields (2) at the fairground need to be 
improvedimproved



PLAY Study PLAY Study –– 20072007
Partners for Lawrence Athletics & YouthPartners for Lawrence Athletics & Youth

Recommended facilitiesRecommended facilities

Indoor FieldhouseIndoor Fieldhouse
Upgrades to Youth Sports Complex Upgrades to Youth Sports Complex 
Upgrades to Free State High SchoolUpgrades to Free State High School
Upgrades to Lawrence High SchoolUpgrades to Lawrence High School
School District Sports ComplexSchool District Sports Complex



Parks & RecreationParks & Recreation
Master Plan 2000Master Plan 2000

Recommended facilitiesRecommended facilities

Neighborhood Recreation CentersNeighborhood Recreation Centers
Indoor FieldhouseIndoor Fieldhouse
Neighborhood Park DevelopmentNeighborhood Park Development
Youth Sports ComplexYouth Sports Complex--Baseball / SoftballBaseball / Softball
Trail DevelopmentTrail Development
Existing Park & Facility RenovationExisting Park & Facility Renovation



Parks & Recreation Staff Parks & Recreation Staff -- 20092009

Recommended facilitiesRecommended facilities

Neighborhood Recreation Centers Neighborhood Recreation Centers 
Indoor Fieldhouse Indoor Fieldhouse 
Wellness Center  Wellness Center  
Neighborhood Park DevelopmentNeighborhood Park Development
Youth Baseball / SoftballYouth Baseball / Softball
Trail DevelopmentTrail Development
Existing Park & Facility RenovationExisting Park & Facility Renovation



Neighborhood Recreation Center NeedNeighborhood Recreation Center Need



Existing Park DevelopmentExisting Park Development



Future Park DevelopmentFuture Park Development



Trail Trail 
DevelopmentDevelopment



Existing Park & Facility Existing Park & Facility 
Maintenance and RenovationMaintenance and Renovation



Existing Park & Facility Existing Park & Facility 
Maintenance and RenovationMaintenance and Renovation

Over the past 5 years the city has completed Over the past 5 years the city has completed 
100100--120 maintenance and renovation projects 120 maintenance and renovation projects 
a year on existing parks & recreation facilities a year on existing parks & recreation facilities 
These projects are funded through sales tax These projects are funded through sales tax 
and the alcohol tax.  and the alcohol tax.  
Total expenditures have been between Total expenditures have been between 
$800,000 $800,000 -- $1.2 million a year $1.2 million a year 



1994 Sales Tax1994 Sales Tax

In 1994 In 1994 -- the community passed a 1 cent sales tax to the community passed a 1 cent sales tax to 
help address facility shortages for Park & Recreation help address facility shortages for Park & Recreation 
programming.programming.

In 15 years In 15 years -- great progress has been made, yet there great progress has been made, yet there 
are still needs that have not been addressed. are still needs that have not been addressed. 

As the bonds from earlier projects are retired, new As the bonds from earlier projects are retired, new 
projects can be considered using the 1 cent sales tax projects can be considered using the 1 cent sales tax 
as a funding source.    as a funding source.    



What could we be doing better?What could we be doing better?
If we had the spaceIf we had the space…………..

Basketball Basketball –– Competitive & Recreational Competitive & Recreational 
Volleyball Volleyball -- Competitive & RecreationalCompetitive & Recreational
Indoor soccer Indoor soccer –– Competitive & RecreationalCompetitive & Recreational
Practice time for all youth sports Practice time for all youth sports 
Wellness education & trainingWellness education & training
Fitness classesFitness classes
GymnasticsGymnastics
Environmental educationEnvironmental education
Fast pitch softball Fast pitch softball -- Competitive & RecreationalCompetitive & Recreational
Large Group reservations Large Group reservations -- enclosed park shelters enclosed park shelters 
Neighborhood Park DevelopmentNeighborhood Park Development
TournamentsTournaments

BasketballBasketball
VolleyballVolleyball
BaseballBaseball
SoftballSoftball
SoccerSoccer



Park & Recreation Park & Recreation -- Still GrowingStill Growing
There is an increasing need for facilities in the community There is an increasing need for facilities in the community 

in the following 4 areasin the following 4 areas

Indoor Recreation FacilitiesIndoor Recreation Facilities
Outdoor Recreation FacilitiesOutdoor Recreation Facilities
Park FacilitiesPark Facilities
Trails Trails 



Plan for prioritizing needsPlan for prioritizing needs
Meet with the public to discuss facilities and  Meet with the public to discuss facilities and  
priorities.priorities.

Research and Identify funding opportunities Research and Identify funding opportunities 
Public / Private PartnershipsPublic / Private Partnerships
Grant OpportunitiesGrant Opportunities

Report finding to the Commission before the Report finding to the Commission before the 
end of the year end of the year 


