
31st Street
Haskell to O’Connell



History
• 6/15/06 – City submitted a Request for Construction Project to initiate the project
• 4/24/07 – City Commission approved consultant selection process
• 8/23/07 – City Commission approves consultant selection of Wilson & Company, Inc.
• 11/1/07 – Study Session with City Commission; Wilson & Co. 8/30/07 improvements memo
• 2/12/08 – Approved Scope of Services with Wilson & Co.
• 3/24/08 – Briefing of Board of County Commission
• 4/7/08 – Formal letter from Board of County Commissioners to City Commission to expand scope 

of project to Route 1057
• 5/29/08 – Met with City and County staff to discuss project
• 6/13/08 – Steering Committee Meeting
• 7/11/08 – Steering Committee Meeting
• 7/25/08 – Met with O’Connell Youth Ranch Board of Representatives
• 9/29/08 – Public meeting at Fairgrounds
• 10/20/08 - Met with KDOT/FHWA regarding environmental process and project responsibilities
• 10/31/08 – Steering Committee Meeting
• 11/10/08 – City/County Commission Study Session
• 11/19/08 County Commission approves alignment and 45mph design speed for section from 

O’Connell to Co. Rd. 1057



Steering Committee
Prairie Park Neighborhood Paul Phelps

Save The Wakarusa Wetlands Michael Caron

Haskell University Representative Vacant

Bicycle Advisory Committee Eric Struckoff

Representatives for businesses at 31st & Haskell Steve Glass

Representative for residents east of O’Connell along N. 1300 Rd. (31st Street) Karen Heeb

Planning Commission Brad Finkeldei

City Commission Sue Hack

County Commission Bob Johnson

Context Sensitive Knowledge Tom Mulinazzi

Chamber of Commerce/Realtor Beth Johnson

Kansas Department of Transportation (KDOT) Corky Armstrong

City and County staff participating in the Steering Committee Meeting:  

Keith Browning Douglas County Public Works Director

Charles F. Soules Director of Public Works, City of Lawrence

Scott McCullough Director of Planning

Todd Girdler Transportation Planner

Shoeb Uddin City Engineer

Mark Hecker Parks & Recreation

Shelley Schupp Department of Utilities



Web Site Developed Survey Developed



Alignment options considered



Recommended Alignment



Recommended Typical Sections



Steering Committee 
Recommendations

• A curvilinear alignment was preferred versus a straight through street to help control speed,
• Haskell to O’Connell section should bend south following contour of landscape,
• East of O’Connell the new alignment should be north of existing 31st Street to E 1700 Road.  The 

existing 31st Street (N 1300 Rd.) would remain as a frontage road for the adjacent residents,
• Design speed of 45 mph (typical sections attached),
• From Haskell Avenue east to the end of the existing commercial/industrial area 3-4 lanes with 

curb and gutter, storm sewer, and sidewalks on both sides,
• Continuing east initially two 11’ lanes with shoulder and median, multi-use path on north side ties 

into Prairie Park, open ditches/bio-swales for natural drainage, expandable to four lanes, right-of-
way of 150’ necessary,

• From 1700 Road (O’Connell) to Noria Road similar section with 12’ lanes, right-of-way of 150’
necessary,

• Noria Road to 1057 – undivided two lane facility.  Right-of-way of 120’ necessary.

Other Considerations:
• Connectivity to Prairie Park/Mary’s Lake and Prairie Park neighborhood,
• Intersection at Haskell Avenue – a signal will be necessary,
• Intersection at O’Connell – a signal/roundabout should be reviewed,
• Excess land south of Mary’s Lake – additional State/Federal funding should be explored for 

acquisition of park land.



Design Speed Considerations
• Speed is one of the factors considered by motorists in selecting

transportation routes
• Motorists assess the value of a transportation facility by its 

convenience and economy
• The objective in design of an engineered facility used by the public 

is to satisfy the public’s demand for service in a safe an economical 
manner

• Design speed is a selected speed used to determine the various 
geometric features of a roadway (site distance, horizontal/ vertical 
curves)

• Design speed should be logical with respect to topography, 
anticipated operating speed, driver expectation, adjacent land use, 
functional classification, economics, environmental quality, 
aesthetics and social or political impacts.

• Posted speeds can be (and quite often are) lower than design speed 
providing an additional safety factor



ARTERIAL STREETS POSTED 
SPEED LIMITS



31st Street Attributes

• The recommended alignment includes 
vertical and horizontal curvature

• Access is planned to be restricted
• Needed east /west arterial connection 
• One of the goals for this project is to 

establish the anticipated R/W needed



Commission Considerations

• Consider alignment - pending discussion 
approve Steering Committee 
Recommended Alignment

• Consider design speed - pending 
discussion approve Steering Committee 
recommendation of 45mph if appropriate
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