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SmartCode Items

• Lawrence SmartCode
• CPA-2007-6; Creating Chapter 15 –

Place Making
• CPA-200-7; Amendment to Chapter 14 

– Specific Plans



Traditional Neighborhood Design
• Key elements of  Traditional Neighborhood Design 

(TND)
– Neighborhood Structure
– Housing Diversity
– Connectivity
– Short Blocks
– Pedestrian Streetscapes
– Transportation Choices
– Civic Space
– Mixed Uses
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Neighborhood Structure
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Short Blocks
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• Lawrence SmartCode
– Transect-based code
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• Lawrence SmartCode
– Code specifies form standards and regulates 

uses
– Emphasizes respecting natural features 

while developing the land
– Mixes land uses
– Requires open space
– Intent is to develop more compactly and 

provide daily needs within neighborhoods
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Lawrence SmartCode

• History
– Traditional Neighborhood Design (TND) 

Education Program prior to Lawrence 
SmartCode Project.  

– PlaceMakers hired in November ’06. 
– Pre-charrette activities in January ’07.
– Charrette took place from January 31st

through February 6th, 2007.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Charrette
– Public meetings, stakeholder interviews, 

public studio design time.

Charrette website - http://www.lawrenceplanning.org/tnd/



Lawrence SmartCode

• Charrette
– Consultant’s work included calibrating the 

model SmartCode to fit with the Lawrence 
form.

– They also were charged with developing TND 
master plans for two greenfield areas and four 
areas within Lawrence.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 1
– Authority, applicability, process language, 

variances and warrants, incentives, etc.
– Rezoning process is borrowed from the 

existing Land Development Code.  Same 
rezoning process used today - Planning 
Commission review and recommendation to 
the City Commission for approval or 
disapproval.    



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 1
– Other applications under the Lawrence 

SmartCode are processed administratively by 
the Consolidated Review Committee (CRC).

– CRC members are representatives from 
Planning and Development Services, Fire, 
Parks, Public Works, and Utilities.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 1
– Includes provision for Retail Market Study for projects 

greater than 100,000 square feet of commercial.
– Includes provision for Traffic Impact Study.
– Includes subdivision process language – Preliminary 

Plats will be processed by the Planning Commission 
with acceptance of dedications by the City 
Commission.  Final Plats will be approved 
administratively by the Director of Planning and 
Development Services.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 1
– Also includes Warrants and Variances.
– Warrant: A minor, technical deviation that 

would permit a practice that is not consistent 
with a specific provision of this Code, but is 
justified by its Purpose (Section 1.2). The 
CRC shall have the authority administratively 
to approve or disapprove a request for a 
Warrant.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 1
– Incentives section. 

• Development Bonuses (Green Tag)



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 2
– Outlines process for developing a Sector 

Plan.
– The use of the Sector Plan is only applicable 

when land is annexed by the city. 



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 3
– New Community Plans
– Plans for greenfield development prepared 

after the property has been annexed and 
rezoned.  

– Two community types available – Traditional 
Neighborhood Development (TND) and 
Cluster Land Development (CLD).



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 3
– TND requires 60 contiguous acres.  A CLD 

requires 40 contiguous acres.
– New Community Plans are similar to existing 

Development Plans.  
– Submitted for approval by the CRC.
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• Article 3
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• Article 3



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 4
– Infill Community Plans
– Are required to be approved by the City 

Commission
– Minimum 30 acres.  Less than 30 acres is 

allowed if the plan is prepared by the Planning 
Division or on behalf of the Planning Division.

– TND is the only community type allowed.
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• Article 4



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 5
– Building Scale Plans
– Includes setbacks, height limits, landscape 

standards, parking, architectural, etc.
– Building Scale Plans are similar to the existing 

Site Plans.



Lawrence SmartCode

• Article 5
(Purple Tag)



Lawrence SmartCode

• Table 14
(Blue Tag)
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• Table 14



Lawrence SmartCode Draft
• Major changes to the drafts revolved around 

development processes.  
• The Consolidated Review Committee – CRC –

was approved by the PC with this draft.
• The CRC will administratively approve Article 3 

and Article 5 applications.  
• The CRC will be a staff group – no Planning 

Commissioners
• Administrative notice requirements (Pink tag)
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Greenfield Development Process
Rezoning

Same process 
used in Dev. 

Code

Article 3
New Community 

Plans –
“Development 

Plans”

CRC 
administrative 

approval

Article 5
Building Scale 

Plans – “Site Plans”

CRC administrative 
approval

Item 15: Lawrence SmartCode



Infill Development/Redevelopment Process
Rezoning

Same process 
used in Dev. 

Code

Article 4
Infill Community 

Plans –
“Development 

Plans”

CRC review and 
CC approval 

Article 5
Building Scale 

Plans – “Site Plans”

CRC administrative 
approval

Lawrence SmartCode

Concurrently



Lawrence SmartCode

• Generally:
– Regulates form and also regulates uses (yellow tag)
– The code will be parallel to the existing Land 

Development Code.
– It will be an optional code that can only be used if the 

property is within the corporate limits of Lawrence.
– Use of the code will be an all or nothing choice.  

Users will not be able to use certain elements of this 
code and apply them to the existing code, or vice 
versa.  



Lawrence SmartCode

• Generally
– Accommodates both Greenfield and Infill 

Development.  
– It will become Chapter 21 of the City Code if 

adopted.



• Questions?

Lawrence SmartCode



Chapter 15 – Place Making

• Horizon 2020 Chapter 15 – Place Making
– Comprehensive Plan policy that supports 

SmartCode concepts and the use of the 
Lawrence SmartCode

– Chapter includes:
• SmartCode land use categories
• SmartCode community types
• SmartCode transect zones
• Goals and policies
• Lawrence SmartCode Sector Plan



Chapter 15 – Place Making



Amendment to Chapter 14 –
Specific Plans

• Lawrence SmartCode Infill Plan
– Contains three areas (19th & Haskell, 23rd & 

Louisiana, and 25th & Iowa) in Lawrence 
planned by PlaceMakers according to TND 
principles during the charrette.

– Approval of the Plan will allow property 
owners in these areas the option to seek 
approvals for development or redevelopment 
under the Lawrence SmartCode.  



Amendment to Chapter 14 –
Specific Plans

• 19th & Haskell



Amendment to Chapter 14 –
Specific Plans

• 23rd & Louisiana



Amendment to Chapter 14 –
Specific Plans

• 25th & Iowa



Lawrence SmartCode

• Other considerations
– Effective Date
– Training
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