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TADMITTED IN KANSAS AND MISSOURI OF COUNSEL

February 25, 2008

Jane M. Eldredge
E-Mail: jeldredge@barberamerson.com

Mr. Grant Eichhorn, Chairman
Lawrence/Douglas County Metropolitan
Planning Commission Via Facsimile and U.S. Mail
City Hall
6 East Sixth Street
Lawrence, Kansas 66044

Re: TA-07-14-07 Text Amendment
Dear Mr. Eichhomn:

Please adopt a text amendment that will restore the former M-2 zoning district setbacks to
~ the Development Code IG (General Industrial) district.

Under the former zoning code M-2 was the general industrial district that was:

“designed to accommodate a wide range of manufacturing,
wholesaling, warehousing. . . .”

The M-2 lot area was a minimum of 5,000 feet with a minimum width of 50 feet and depth of 100
feet and setbacks varying from none to 50 feet depending on what type of street it abuts and what
type of property use it abuts or faces. It allowed significantly smaller industrial uses than the more
intensive M-3 and M-4. Please see attached Exhibit A.

~ At the time of the Development Code zoning conversion M-2, M-3 and M-4 were lumped
into the IG district. There were a total of approximately 30 industrial districts of which 21 were
M-2, or medium density; 8 were M-3 or high density; and one was M-4, a salvage yard.

More than two-thirds of the number of districts and most of the land area had been zoned
M-2. M-2 included small lots in multiple ownerships where most of our incubator and home-
grown industries have started and flourished. These uses were and continue to be of medium not
intensive uses. To structure the IG district to provide setbacks for intensive industrial uses stifles
the continued growth and expansion of an existing medium density business and discourages
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redevelopment of these older lots. Such an action flies in the face of Horizon 2020. Strategies for
Industrial Land Use, attached as Exhibit B, particularly because it fails to:

“Recognize the need to protect, enhance and retain existing
industrially-related land use areas serving the community.”

It makes much more sense to separate out the heavy or intensive uses - those few that had
been zoned M-3 and M-4, and continue to treat them with their larger setbacks and more screening
than, to put a strangle hold on the growth and development of the vast majority of industrial sites
that were in the M-2 district before the adoption of the Land Development Code. Please fix the 1G
problem now, so that most of the industrial uses will be conforming and be allowed to expand.

Very truly yours,

BARBER EMERSON, L.C.

Jdne M. Eldredge
JME:klb

Attachments
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CHAPTER SEVEN
INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYMENT-RELATED LAND USE

Business and industrial development has occurred within Lawrence and a few areas of
unincorporated Douglas County. Technology development, related to ties with the University of
Kansas, and growth in the greater Kansas City area indicate potential for substantial new jobs in the
future., The Plan recommends a number of new office, office/research and industrial development
focations in Lawrence, )

STRATEGIES: INDUSTRIAL LAND USE

The principal Comprehensive Plan strategies for the development and maintenance of industrial
areas are:

. Strive to increase the number and diversity of jobs available to citizens of Douglas
County, with the intent of stabilizing the future employment base and generate
additiona!l wealth in the community. “This strategy requires the community to make
available an adequate amount of land in a number of locations to meet diverse
development needs. The plan designates and encourages the development of a
number of employment areas.

. Increase the community’s involvement in economic development in order to secure
a job growth goal of 20,000 total new jobs in Dougtas County by the year 2020,
The plan encourages the continued cooperation of the local business community and
area educational institutions to bring new technology and investment to the
community.

. Recognize the need to protect, enhance and retain existing industrially-related land
use areas serving the community. '

. Continue to address the needs of existing local employers and industrialists to
' ensure their retention and to facilitate expansion plans for the future.

. Work with developers and industrialists to make available sites, improvements and
amenities which best respond to the market demands while meeting community
objectives for the type and quality of development.

. Provide employment locations in various parts of the community and encourage
bicycle and pedestrian access improvements to employment centers from
community neighborhoods.

INDUSTRIAL AND EMPLOYMENT RELATED LAND USE CATEGORIES

The Plan designates several areas for future industrial and employment-refated development.
These include continued development of existing light industrial areas as well as development of
new office, office research and warehouse distribution areas.

HORIZON 2020 7-1 INDUSTRIAL

EXHIBIT B




