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City of Lawrence                                          
Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) 
June 13, 2007 (5:30 PM) Meeting Minutes  
 
MEMBERS PRESENT: Chris Cobb, John Craft, Dickie Heckler, Sarah Hill-Nelson, 

Daniel Poull, Laura Routh, Cindy Strecker, Marie Stockett  
 

MEMBERS ABSENT: Brent Swain 

STAFF PRESENT: Tammy Bennett, Michelle Crank, Kathy Richardson 
 

GUESTS PRESENT: Amy Albright, Kevin Kennedy 

PUBLIC PRESENT: Kevin Doyle, Matt Lehrman 
 

 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

Daniel Poull stated that Jae Chang has resigned from the Board. 
 

 Action: Kathy Richardson will inform City Manager’s office of current SAB board opening. 
 

APPROVAL OF MEETING MINUTES 
 

Motion and second to approve the April 11th and May 9th minutes (Heckler/Routh).   
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously.   

 
Presentation by Amy Albright on Pesticide use at Prairie Park Nature Center 

 
Amy Albright informed SAB that the City of Lawrence Prairie Park Nature Center, a location 
highly trafficked by children, has its gardens routinely sprayed with pesticides as part of its 
Parks & Recreation maintenance. Amy Albright stated that not only would she like to see this 
area turned into a pesticide free zone but also thinks it would be a great location for 
sustainable gardening education programs (handout provided; see attachments). Amy has 
received verbal support from the Prairie Park Nature Center staff. Kevin Kennedy from 
Children’s Mercy Hospital handed out information regarding how pesticides affect children 
(see attachments). Both Amy and Kevin asked for SAB’s support. 
 
There was discussion on wanting to suggest renaming Prairie Park Nature Center to Prairie 
Park Preserve and Nature Center. Tammy Bennett indicated that would be a discussion for 
the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board to have. 
 
Motion and second to support Prairie Park Nature Center as a pesticide free zone and support 
sustainable gardening education programs to be taught through the Nature Center (Hill-
Nelson/Craft). 
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously.   
 

 Action: SAB will write a letter to the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board and copy City 
Commission and Amy Albright. Laura Routh will draft the body of the letter and Marie 
Stockett will edit the text within 2 weeks. Letter will be e-mailed out to SAB for review and 
comments should be sent to Daniel Poull. 
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Discussion on Home Energy Conservation Fair 
 

Kathy Richardson informed SAB that WRR cannot organize/coordinate the Home Energy 
Conservation Fair (HECF) this year without assistance. WRR is down 2 full-time employees 
and all other employees are new in their assigned jobs. This past week Kathy asked Tammy 
Bennett to request a part time intern position whose focus would be to help coordinate the 
HECF. WRR will be on board with HECF if the City Manager approves this internship. 
 
Motion and second to support the Home Energy Conservation Fair efforts if the WRR 
internship is funded by City of Lawrence (Craft/Routh). 
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously.  
 
If the internship is approved, Richardson stated that a HECF Committee will need 
to be formed ASAP. The Committee would meet once a month until October. The 
following SAB members signed up for the HECF Committee: Chris Cobb, Dickie 
Heckler, Sarah Hill-Nelson, Daniel Poull, and Laura Routh. Richardson will keep 
SAB members informed on meeting dates. 
 
Richardson also requested that HECF be put on the monthly SAB agenda until 
October.  
 
Richardson and various SAB members stated that Michelle Crank has done an 
excellent job coordinating the HECF in past years. Although Michelle’s new job 
responsibilities do not allow her to participate at the same level as previous years, 
Michelle will be a key component to the success of this year’s HECF.    
 

Discussion on Standing Committees 
 

Daniel Poull stated that he prefers not to have standing committees. Instead he would 
support forming ad hoc committees as necessary.  
 
Motion and second to form ad hoc committees when necessary (Heckler/Cobb). 
Vote: Motion was passed unanimously.  

 
Discuss inviting Dennis Murphey, Chief Environmental Officer for Kansas City, MO to 
future meeting 
 

Daniel Poull suggested inviting Dennis Murphey to give a presentation to SAB members and 
other interested parties during a special announced meeting and not during a scheduled SAB 
meeting.  
 

 Action: Daniel Poull will invite Dennis Murphey and coordinate a date and time. 
 

 Action: Once a date and time has been established Tammy Bennett will reserve a room 
for this presentation. 
 

Discuss impact of Kevin’s Dismissal 
 
Tammy Bennett and Dena Mezger are now jointly assigned to chair the Energy Management 
Committee which is composed of City employees in various departments. Tammy Bennett 
drafted an Energy Report which the Committee reviewed during today’s meeting. This Energy 
Report will be sent up to City Manager’s office for inclusion at next City Commission 
meeting’s regular agenda. 
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 Action: Kathy Richardson will send out Energy Report to SAB via e-mail. 

 
Tammy also informed SAB that city staff, two SAB members and two Sierra Club members 
participated in a Local Government Climate Change Initiatives Wed Cast on June 12, 2007. 
Dennis Murphey gave a great PowerPoint presentation as part of this Web Cast.  

 
Waste Reduction and Recycling Report – Staff 
 

Printed copy of the monthly updates provided to SAB. 
 

 Action: Kathy Richardson will e-mail SAB the new WRR staff flow chart. 
 
Laura Routh asked if there was an update on the waste characterization study which Bob 
Yoos mentioned at the last SAB meeting he would be working on. 
 

 Action: Kathy Richardson will have Bob’s update on the waste characterization study by 
next board meeting. 

 
Miscellaneous and Guest Comments 

 
Daniel Poull proposed to start inviting City Commissioners to the SAB meetings. He would like 
to invite Sue Hack first, then Mike Dever, next Rob Chestnut and so on. 

 
Agenda items: 

 
 Next meeting:  July 11, 2007 

o LEED certification and City facilities, Dave Wagner, Director of Utilities, discussion 
of status of LEED certification for both the Water Reclamation Facility and the 
existing Wastewater Treatment Plant 

o Home Energy Conservation Fair  
o Update on Waste Characterization from Bob Yoos 
 

 Future meetings 
o Green Campaign (Marie Stockett) 
o Downtown Recycling 

 
Meeting adjourned 7:00 p.m. 
 
Attachments: 
 

 Sustainable Gardening Education Programs by Amy Albright 
 Chemicals combine in our bodies, but are rarely tested that way. Why? 
 How are Children Different from Adults? 
 Waste Reduction and Recycling Division report 
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City of Lawrence 
Waste Reduction & Recycling Division - Update for May 2007 
 

WASTE REDUCTION AND RECYCLING DIVISION UPDATE 

On May 14th, Michelle Crank began her new role as WRR Field Supervisor. Her new 
responsibilities include overseeing the Fibers Program. Michelle supervises crews engaged in the 
collection routes for baling operations; and assumes program management responsibilities 
including program design, siting of containers, troubleshooting, data collection from route 
operators, quality control for collected materials, identification of new markets, and determining 
how to best maximize revenues from materials collected.  
 
On May 24th, the City’s Stormwater Division and WRRD constructed a Rain Garden at the SWAN 
building located at 320 NE Industrial Lane, Lawrence. Rain gardens are gardens planted in low 
spots using native plants, designed to catch rainwater from downspouts, sidewalks, driveways, or 
parking lots. Rain gardens soak up rain where it falls, reduce rainwater runoff, reduce erosion and 
remove pollutants, and create attractive landscaping.  
 

 
 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) PROGRAM REPORT 
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FIBERS REPORT 

OLD CORRUGATED CONTAINERS (OCC) 
Cardboard   Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   435.04  $48,433.64 

Prior YTD   400.16  $27,671.70 

Avg. Price/ton thru May 2007: $111.33    Avg. Price/ton thru May 2006:   $ 69.15 

OLD NEWSPAPERS (ONP) 
Newspaper   Tons  Revenue 
Current YTD   411.02  $38,784.00  
Prior YTD   385.66  $29,659.35 
Avg. Price/ton thru May 2007: $94.36  Avg. Price/ton thru May 2006:  $ 76.91 
 
OFFICE  WASTE PAPER (SOP) 
Sorted Office Paper  Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   none  $ n/a 

Prior YTD   10.08  $ 609.84 

Avg. Price/ton thru May 2007: $n/a  Avg. Price/ton thru May 2006:  $ 60.50 (we are holding 
for full load) 

OLD MAGAZINES (OMG) 
Magazines   Tons  Revenue 
Current YTD   .63  $40.63  
Prior YTD   0  $0 
Avg. Price/ton thru May 2007: $  Avg. Price/ton thru May2006:  $ 
 
MIXED WASTE PAPER (MIX) 
Mixed Paper    Tons  Revenue 

Current YTD   none  $ N/A 

Prior YTD   N/A  $ N/A 

Avg. Price/ton thru May 2007: $n/a  Avg. Price/ton thru May 2006:  $ N/A (we are holding for 
full load) 

TOTAL       YTD  TONS  REVENUE 
   846.68   $87,258.27   
Prior YTD  795.90   $57,940.89 
 
YARD TRIMMINGS COLLECTION & COMPOST PROGRAM REPORT 
 

 January February March April May June 
Total Tons collected 
curbside 

21.45 NA 1114.98 1413.36 2545.08 617.60 

Commercial YW received 2.00 1.80 29.00 132.10 50.61 data forthcoming 
Other YW received 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Total tons this month 23.45 1.80 1143.98 1545.46 2595.69 617.60 
Average Preferred 
Container Compliance 

100% NA 98% 99% 99% 99% 

 



Why does our community need this? Lawrence should be a model of what a green city’s 
leading role can be in this global movement!

Public Health and safety

Education in Wildlife Conservation

Education in Conservation of Resources

Why Prairie Park Nature Center? This city park is a natural choice for this programming.

The nature center already promotes education 
and awareness of wildlife and natural sys-
tems.

The nature center already has garden beds in 
place that can easily be transformed into edu-
cational plantings.

Using safe chemicals and organic gardening 
practices in this park will strengthen the 
natural systems being showcased.

Children using the gardens in the park while 

studying wildlife and nature will never be 

exposed to potentially dangerous chemicals.

Classes at the nature center can be tailored to 

provide hands-on gardening education that 

can also benefit the upkeep of the gardens at 

no cost to the city! 

Federally protected public education animals 

housed at this park have special needs, and 

can be endangered by conventional garden-

ing materials and chemicals.

Prairie Park Nature Center 

written by Amy Albright

Vinland Valley Nursery

Sustainable Gardening 
Education Programs



How can PPNC expand it’s role in this 
area? 

Staff and volunteers can create interesting and 

practical programs.

Lawrence has a huge range of available indi-
viduals and local business people who can be 
invited to develop programs.

Offer seasonal, hands-on classes

Create hand-outs and web resource, promote 
green education in nature center newsletter

What do we need to get it done?

Designate PPNC a safe chemical park Freedom to run PPNC as green as practically 

possible.

Allow PPNC staff to direct all plantings 
around the nature center

Volunteers!

Prairie Park Nature Center is already a superior park with creative, progressive 
programming. By increasing the scope of the park’s educational focus, it has the 
potential to be a truly cutting edge city park that would make even the largest 
conservation education-minded American city green with envy!

Prairie Park Nature Center 

written by Amy Albright

Vinland Valley Nursery

Sustainable Gardening 
Education Programs



Sustainable Gardening Education Programs 
at the Prairie Park Nature Center

Why does our community need this?

Lawrence City Commissioner and former mayor Boog Highberger was quoted recently about his wish to 
see Lawrence become a green city. While part of making the city green is setting up city systems and 
departments to use green technologies to lesson their impact, and creating legislation to reward private 
citizens and businesses for using green practices, it is also necessary to provide education and to pro-
mote awareness to the public at large.

The landscape around this city park is a major part of the nature center’s purpose for existing! Because 
these gardens are not meant to display formal garden styles like those at the train depot or South Park 
gazebo, but rather to demonstrate sustainable, wildlife friendly, natural environments, turf and other tra-
ditional landscape design and material is not aesthetically or practically appropriate to this park.

• Public health and safety are historically a natural place for cities to take a leadership role. The 
pesticide-free parks program has been a tremendous start for the city, and taking it to an educational 
level is the next logical step towards explaining the “whys and hows” of the program to the public, and 
showing citizens how to use what the city has done in their own landscapes.

• Wildlife conservation is a major part of the green movement, and gardens are the average citizen’s 
first but sometimes least obvious place to take part. By educating the public on such topics as safe 
chemical use, plants and their individual benefits to certain species, and where plants and animals fit into 
natural systems in the residential garden, we’re engaging people in the daily act of preserving natural 
systems in their own backyards! 
 
• Conservation of resources is another major part of the green movement, and gardens that create safe 
habitat don’t necessarily follow good resource conservation practices. Good gardeners reduce their use 
of water through such tricks as planting xeriscape plants, watering at the correct time of day and for the 
right length of time, and using rain barrels and other reclamation techniques. They also protect the water 
supply by not using chemicals that can run off into streams and lakes, contaminating water for wildlife 
and humans alike. Buying locally grown plants uses less fuel for transportation. It also increases the 
likelihood of plant material growing successfully in our area, which in turn lessens the temptation to use 
damaging chemicals and excessive water.

Prairie Park Nature Center 

written by Amy Albright

Vinland Valley Nursery

Field Notes



Why Prairie Park Nature Center?

• The nature center already promotes education and awareness of wildlife and natural systems.  
This park is the natural place to undertake this type of programming. Unreleasable wild animals are on 
display for visitors, and they make an impact that words alone simply cannot make. The same can be 
said for demonstration gardens being an invaluable tool for informing the public about safe gardening 
practices and how their choices impact the larger ecosystem, including the animals on display at the cen-
ter.

• The nature center already has garden beds in place that can easily be transformed into educa-
tional plantings. With the direction of park staff, gardens can be created to demonstrate such topics as 
green home landscaping plants and practices, butterfly gardens, bird and mammal friendly gardens, and 
historic prairie plants. With the addition of informational signage, park beds can be easily be further de-
veloped into interpretive gardens.

• Using safe chemicals and organic gardening practices in this park will strengthen the natural 
systems being showcased. Butterfly milkweed that has been sprayed with chemicals isn’t a healthy diet 
for monarch caterpillars used in the classroom where young children learn about butterfly life cycles. 
Bird watching classes will have greater success spotting birds when plants that attract and feed the birds 
are planted around the nature center. The examples are endless …

• Children using the gardens in the park while studying wildlife and nature will never be exposed 
to potentially dangerous chemicals. Classes at the nature center are “hands-on”, and re-entry time on 
various chemicals being used in the park is difficult if not impossible to coordinate with landscape crews 
and nature center staff. It is unacceptable for children to be allowed into areas where they will come into 
contact with landscape chemicals.

• Classes at the nature center can be tailored to provide hands-on gardening education for children 
and adults that can also benefit the upkeep of the gardens! Expanding class offerings at the nature 
center and inviting more instructors will broaden the interest and use in the park. Partnerships with area 
high school biology instructors might be developed to offer field experience in parks systems by allow-
ing students to assist in the creation of garden beds, interpretive signage and class development.

• Federally protected public education animals housed at this park have special needs, and can be 
endangered by conventional gardening materials and chemicals. For example, raptors can contract 
pneumonia from wood chip mulch, therefore landscaping outside wildlife pens cannot contain tradi-
tional mulch but must instead be underplanted with groundcover as a living mulch or rock. Another ex-
ample is the new Mary’s Lake subdivision with development of 39 new homes. The potential for dan-
gerous contamination from traditional lawn fertilizers, herbicides, pesticides and pre-emergents to fish 
and other wildlife in the lake is high. This is a clear example of the difference the city, through nature 
center staff and volunteers, could make by educating new homeowners in this subdivision about green 
gardening practices to make them good stewards of Mary’s Lake.

Prairie Park Nature Center 

written by Amy Albright

Vinland Valley Nursery

Field Notes



How can PPNC expand its role in this area?

Lawrence has a huge range of individuals and local business people who can be invited to help develop 
programs. Following is just a quick start:
 • Amy Albright/Doug Davison — Vinland Valley Nursery (safe chemicals, organic gardening,
              native plants)
 • Kevin Kennedy — Environmental Health Specialist and Program Manager for Children’s 
   Mercy Hospital's Environmental Health Program
 • Sarah Hill-Nelson — Bowersock Dam, Bonneville-Zephyr Energy (renewable energy)
 • Kenton Knowles — Global Homes (green building)
 • Margarete Johnson, Chip Taylor — Monarch Watch (creating butterfly gardens, registering  
               sites)
 • Ron Swall — Brookside Landscaping, biology teacher, Free State High School 
 • Julie Vernon — Lawrence Sustainability Network (local resources/experts on a range of topics)
 • Chris Hamill — landscape designer
 • Paul Hotvedt — Director, Blue Heron Typesetting; member of Committee on Imagina     
              tion&Place, Lawrence Arts Center; gardener
 • Brendan Lynch — web design, creation of no-cost educational resource for homeowners 
              looking for green gardening solutions

Offer seasonal, hands-on classes for children and adults

Create hand outs and web resource, promote green education and green gardening in nature center news-
letters

What do we need to get it done?

Designation as a safe chemical/organic garden park — gardens are wildlife centered by design.

Allow PPNC staff to direct all plantings around the nature center structure, trails and parking area island.

Freedom to run the nature center as greenly as possible!

Volunteers! A periodic call for volunteer gardeners can be implemented to keep gardens in top shape, in 
addition to those members of the community listed above.

Prairie Park Nature Center is already a superior park with creative, progressive programming. By 
increasing the scope of the park’s educational focus, it has the potential to be a truly cutting edge 
city park that would make even the largest conservation education-minded American city green 
with envy!

Prairie Park Nature Center 

written by Amy Albright

Vinland Valley Nursery

Field Notes
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