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Message Page 1 of 1

Roger Steinbrock

From: Fred DeVictor

Sent: Thursday, September 21, 2006 10:30 AM
To: Roger Steinbrock

Subject: FW: Opinion on Public Meeting_ Greenbelt

Importance: High
Attachments: Fred DeVictor.doc

From: Sue Simmons [mailto:simmons09@sbcglobal.net]

Sent: Sunday, September 17, 2006 12:11 AM

To: Fred DeVictor; Doug Shade; James Buckley; Paul Stevens; Terry Marshal; 'Maria Vincent'; Julie Zajic'
Subject: Opinion on Public Meeting_ Greenbelt

Importance: High

Mr.. DeVictor, staff, and neighbors,

We are unable to attend the public meeting Wednesday.
Our input for your consideration is attached.
Sue and Bill Simmons

5902 Longleaf Dr.
Lawrence, Ks.

9/21/2006
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Roger Steinbrock

From: Fred DeVictor

Sent:  Thursday, September 21, 2006 10:29 AM
To: Roger Steinbrock

Subject: FW: greenbelt park

From: Paula Pepin [mailto:paulapepin@yahoo.com]
Sent: Monday, September 18, 2006 8:10 AM

To: Fred DeVictor

Cc: Lisa Williams Thompson

Subject: greenbelt park

Hello Mr. DeVictor,

I am president of the Langston Hughes site council this school year. We had our first meeting last
week. I brought up a couple questions pertaining to the greenbelt park near the school. In terms of a
name for the park, two ideas which emerged were; Bobcat park, the school mascot and Langston
Hughes. There may be more ideas at the meeting. We also discussed the issue of parking and a parking
lot. The school does not have adequate parking at this time. We are on a five year plan for adding an
additional lot. We are unsure what year we are in the five year cycle. Our school board representative,
Cindy Yulich is checking on this for us. There was not a clear consensus on the issue of putting a
parking lot within the park ground. There was some support in that it would encourage families to not
use the schools parking lot. On the flip side putting in a parking lot at the park will mean that it would
be used for school parking until the parking problem at Langston is solved. Either way, I have concerns
about families and children crossing the street between the school and park. I know we will encourage
people to cross at the roundabout but I think an additional protected crossing at the southern end of the
park might be needed. I have recently seen some plans for a regional shopping center at George
Williams Way and 6th (stretching toward K10). I think this could bring additional traffic to George
Williams Way throughout the day. There is also retail slotted to go along the edge of the schools
property. I just want us to look at the big picture of development when considering parking and
pedestrian safety in the area. What may seem appropriate now may not be in 10 years. I also
understand money is an issue and a parking lot would take a big chunk of the current budget.

I am also curious about money recently taken out of the fund for a rec center near Langston Hughes.
I would appreciate any information you might have. Where did the money go? How much was it? Can
we get it back in the future? I think there is still broad support for a rec center on this end of town.
People know that the city and distric built our gym with the idea that it could be expanded into a rec
center. It pays to live next to Ed Mullins. Becky actually told me about the money but did not know
many details.

Thanks for all your work. I will see you on Wednesday and I think we will have a good turn out.

Paula

Get your email and more, right on the new Yahoo.com

9/21/2006



Parks and Recreation Dept

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Attachments:

Park Letter.doc (28
KB)

Maria Vincent [mgvincent@sunflower.com]
Friday, September 15, 2006 6:37 PM
Parks and Recreation Dept

Park Letter.doc

Park Letter.doc



Parks and Recreation Department 9/15/06
City of Lawrence
Lawrence, KS 66044

Gentlemen:

I live on Longleaf Drive bordering the Langston Hughes Park. I attended meetings in
2004 to help develop a reasonable plan for the park and greenbelt, one that emphasized
open spaces with native grasses, a small outdoor classroom with play equipment for
children, and a nature trail. There are now many “new kids on the block” with divergent
ideas. 1 take exception to the way one set of newcomers, the Alexander’s, have framed
their arguments in their flier, on TV, and in the newspaper.

1. Do we really think about the existing park property along George Williams Way as a
«yVACANT LOT?” It is inhabited by foxes, coyotes, rabbits, turkeys in season, deer,
monarch butterflies, bluebirds, grasses, wild flowers. I see it as “RECLAIMED
PRAIRIE,” not an area to be cleared and replaced by jungle gyms, soccer fields, and
parking lots.

2. Do we really equate “CHILDREN FIRST” with a “PLAYGROUND FIRST?”

I submit that we think about ‘PEOPLE FIRST, PEOPLE OF ALL AGES.” If our
framework is “kids of all ages,” we think about conserving and restoring the park’s flora
and fauna for study and enjoyment. We think about grown-ups with kids in hand
meandering the trail.

3. Do we really believe that Langston Hughes Park is the only safe place for children to
play in the neighborhood? What about the two neighborhood schools with playgrounds .
and playing fields? What about backyard swing sets and sandboxes for preschoolers?
What about a safe walkway for kids to get to school in the first place?

I was not pleased with all the compromises made in the 2004 plan. The proposed ten foot
wide concrete “trail” seemed more like a maintenance road for the sewer and pipeline
systems. I thought that utility companies and developers should pay for such a
thoroughfare not Parks and Recreation. 1 also worried that pollution in the form of litter
and noise from skateboard, motorbike and even car users could be a problem. Could it be
that the Alexander’s, whose home is located on a proposed loop of the trail, are feeling
vulnerable to such unpleasantness? I would be pleased if the meeting on 9/20/06 led to
planning for open spaces, the replanting of trees decimated by developers, and a start on a
narrower walking trail through the greenbelt. A nature classroom with some playground
equipment gets my “vote” for phase 2 funding. Thank you for your kind attention.

Maria Vincent

5908 Longleaf Drive
Lawrence, KS 66049
785-841-4806
mgvincent@sunflower.com



Parks and Recreation Dept

From: JOHN F SURRITTE [ifsurritte@hotmail.com]

Sent: Friday, September 15, 2006 11:50 PM

To: Parks and Recreation Dept

Subject: Greenbelt Park, East of Langston Hughes Elementary School

We are residents of Longleaf Townhomes and received a notice from you about the upcoming Sept 20th public meeting regarding the
development plan of the future “"Greenbelt Park". Unfortunately, we will not be able to attend that meeting due to a prior commitment,
but we would like to provide our input.

We looked at the master plan available on your website as referenced in your letter. We also read an article in the Lawrence Journal
World today which indicated that a decision needs to be made about which part of the development to begin, since there are limited
funds available at this time.

If part of the public meeting discussion involves which of the 4 'concepts'
presented in the master plan should be done, we do not have a strong preference. It may be nice to have multiple paths (concrete or
mowed trail) through the main part of the park as in concepts 3 or 2 or 1. We think the outdoor classroom is a nice idea. A playground

is not important to us.

If a decision does need to be made about which part of the park to develop first, we would very much like to see the trail begun. We
like to walk and this would be a great addition to our walking options. It would also be good if the many trees that were removed
during the sewer instailation could be replaced during this project.

Thank you.

Linda & John Surritte
5907 Longleaf Dr
Lawrence, KS 66049
785-856-0558

Windows Live Spaces is here! It's easy to create your own personal Web site.
http://spaces.live.com/signup.aspx



Parks and Recreation Dept

From: Lieberman, Bruce S [blieber@ku.edu]
Sent: Saturday, September 16, 2006 10:41 AM
To: Parks and Recreation Dept

Subject: Greenbelt Park

I am sorry to trouble you but I am writing to strongly endorse, and I am in very much in favor of, the city's plan to build a Greenbelt
park in West Lawrence. I am writing from my emait address but am writing solely as a private citizen. I live in West Lawrence (on
Stonecreek Dr.) and think the Greenbelt park for a biking and walking trail would make a great and valuable addition to our
neighborhood and the city. I use the bike path in the southern part of town frequently with my two children and 1 feel this new
greenbelt would greatly increase our opportunities for recreation and family fun. In fact I was totally psyched to hear it was part of the
city park's master plan. The current bike trail is one of the great features about the town of Lawrence and expanding the trail system
will only help make Lawrence a better place. I also feel there are not enough safe opportunities away from traffic for our children to
ride bikes in our neighborhood and this will provide these.

I also have made an observation about those people who are opposing the building of this greenbelt; they seem strongly organized and
actively came to my door to solicit my vote against it which caused me to look into the issue further. Itis my firm belief that they are
all strongly opposed to it because of the "Not in my backyard" syndrome. In effect, they want a tax-payer subsidized nature preserve
that no one else can use in their backyard which seems rather selfish. It seems they may also be disingenuously using as a pretext to
avoid building it the notion that we should instead spend the money to build a new playground on George Williams Way. The truth is
that this playground would provide no real benefit for anyone with school age kids in the neighborhood because they can currently play
after school or on the weekends at the Langston Hughes School playground, which is directly across the street from the playground
they are pushing for.

Again, just to summarize, I strongly endorse the Greenbelt park and very much hope that the Lawrence City Commission will follow thru
with the pian they have in place. It will help make Lawrence an even better community and provide safe, convenient opportunities for
families with kids which are now needed more than ever with the growing childhood obesity epidemic. Please feel free to contact me if
I can provide any further information and thank you very much for your time. Take care.

Sincerely,

Bruce

Bruce S. Lieberman

Associate Professor

Department of Geology

University of Kansas

1475 Jayhawk Bivd.

120 Lindley Hall

Lawrence, KS 66045

email: blieber@ku.edu

phone: 785-864-2741  fax: 785-864-5276
http://www.ku.edu/~paleo/geo/lieberman.htmi



Fred DeVictor and neighbors of the greenbelt,
Subject: Public Meeting for development of the Langston Hughes Park

Compromise is necessary to resolve the neighborhood issues now heading for confrontation. The meetings
held in 2004 started with some ideas none of the neighbors liked. Thank you for listening and moving the
plans toward a compromise.

Given a limited budget some of the original ideas may need to be discarded and a more creative approach
should be taken. Perhaps it doesn’t have to be either a playground or a trail. Maybe it could be a little of

both. Here are our suggestions to modify the current plan to satisfy most of the concerned neighbors.

1~ First, Bill and I were most pleased that the existing stand of trees will remain natural. We choose our property
with the understanding that this treed area was to be reserved as a natural wildlife habitat.

2-  We also do NOT take issue with the plan for a play area for children. We agree that the best location on the site is
at the northwest corner as shown in the plan. However, we think if you keep the structure very modest the cost to
build and maintain it will be more affordable.

3- How much would it cost for the city gardeners to naturalize the rest of the “lot” with wild flowers (from seed) and

natural grasses and big locally found rocks for benches? What a great field trip for students, of all ages, to name
the native grasses, trees, wild flowers, butterflies, birds, and more!

Although our property is directly adjacent to the proposed trail we are not against a trail. However, we do object
to a 10 foot wide sidewalk when a 2-3 foot wide hard-packed dirt hiking trail would be more natural and less
expensive for the city to engineer, build, and to maintain on the steep hill. Hikers of all ages would have Sfewer
injuries while skateboards, motorcycles, and any other noisy vehicles would be discouraged. As you are aware,
concrete is not cheap. A normal width sidewalk would be the next option and more acceptable to us. Another
compromise to consider may be a wider trail around the more level areas north of Harvard and west of Waverly
and a narrow trail in the steep and hilly southern apex. Walkers and hikers could choose their path.

The trail should never be considered as an alternate or reasonable path for children to get to school. They haven't
met our occasional bobcat or coyote. There is also mud and the hilly terrain not shown on the two-dimensional
diagram! The safest route to Langston Hughes or Corpus Christie will always be along the existing side-walks
(already provided at taxpayer expense) to the crossing guard by the school. Children using the trail or path might
cross busy George Williams Way unsafely in the middle of the block.

Bill and I don’t know if the reduced budget has truly created an either-or situation between the trail and the
playground as some may fear. However, it makes sense to start with the trail in the first phase because there
is a small window of opportunity for easy (less intrusive and less expensive) access while many home lots
are still vacant. If the scope of the plan is modified substantially and the trail is very narrow we hope there
would be funds remaining for a small play area as well.

Let us all be guided by respect for neighbors, the costs, and wildlife. We hope a satisfactory compromise is
reached for all concerned parties.

We are unavailable to attend the public meeting on Wednesday, September 20™. Please give due
consideration to our concerns and suggestions.

Sincerely,

Sue and Bill Simmons
5902 Longleaf Dr.
Lawrence, Ks. 66049
(785-843-5404)



Request for Trail and Playground Construction O\)

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playgroun
cgnstructlon, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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circular path), as well as playground construction.

Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
cirqular patr& as wgll as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct al/ portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground

construction, the City of Lawrence construct al/ portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the u_ndersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct al/ portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the Ltndersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
c_onstruct10n, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction. Trail FersT!
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of

construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of ,ty

the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
eenbelp trail (as needed to create a continuous
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

ey

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous
circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
construction, the City of Lawrence construct all portions of the greenbelt trail (as needed to create a continuous

circular path), as well as playground construction.
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Request for Trail and Playground Construction

We the undersigned request that, within the limits of the funds allocated for greenbelt trail and playground
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